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INTRODUCTION



IUNTRCDOCTION

This is the story of the 29thpBepbardment S».madron, (Light),
from the day of its activation to 3lkarch, 198ke = -, ’//

Trnere are five main rarts., The :1rst - .mtm.LLJr. JI.afb;tY -
has been written to a certainextent from information con8ained
in the 29th <cuadron Viary, but is principally the eyewitness
account of the Sguadron's ln’e and times as seen by Sergeant
korry acpshill, 36652732, In writing this record - which embraces
such phases as details of administ.rat,ion, movenments from old to
new bases, the daily hardships and prcblems the men faced in their
unending flght against the jungle and primarily, of course, the
Japs = aergeant sorshill has given a veryrealistic picture, The
photograrhs included in this section add weight to his narrative,
and were select=d as the best and most descriptive available,

The Seccnd i’art, antitled Lklooilv wala avb San.-LSTI.CS, is
the record of allknown strikes and missions inwhich the E9th
Squadron participated in the war &_ainst tne Japanese, The oulk
of this information has veen taken fram Finalikission seports on
file in the 89th 9 uadron Intelligence Uffice. &xhaustive cross-
checking of dates, number of planes involved, Field Urder Lunbers,
znd compildtion of missions flown has ceen accoumplished, with the
accurate Uperations Urders of the 89th Sombardment Syuadron (L)
accepted as final authority, In soue cases, juotations have uveen
taken from the 8%th Scuadron Jiary to give more complete
descriptions of the 3cuadron's more outstanding strikes,

In this section, everymecans has been taken advantage of, to
record the facts of all known missions flown by the 89th, However,
due to lack of information, some important missions, and many lesser
ones, have been impossible to include, Piles dealing with combat
and other S-uadron activities during the early days of the war
were lost when a 3-25 freightinz this data from Fort loresby, Ii.G,
to Charters Towers, ~ustralia, crashed in the Coral 3ea in the
winter of 1942, alsc not listed are flirhts where planes did not
reach the target and returned without incident tothe home base,

Yarmare done by the Scuadron strikes has been almost alw.ys
ifficult to assess, Throughout the New Guinea campaign, for
example, the targets were invariablyobscured by dense jungle



growth, &xceptions were the attacks on shipping and Jap air-
dromes, 4nd even then the airdrome dispersal areas were located
in palm groves, iost aerial ouservation and aerial photographs
revealed only that the designated areas had been hit, It was
the greund forces, who, by frequent praise and commendation,
told us of the devastation inflicted on enemy trcops, equipment
and supplies by our low-flying a-20C's,

rart 111 is self-explanatory., {‘erhaps more clearlythan
anything else, these lengthy citation lists reveal the character
of the 89th Squadron, kany of the awards were given posthumously,
In Parts IV and V (respectively the aPPiDIX and BIELIOGRAFHY)
are included maps, photographs, tables of organization, and
references pertinent to the period covered,

~ Lieutenants weston F, kaughan, 0-26072 and Bgbert B, Close,
CU=-800837, assisted Sergeant worshill in the compilation, writing
and editing of this record,



PART 1
NARRATIVE HISTORY



AND so IT BEGAN



Minimum Altitude at Lae



&me 89th Bombardment Squadron (L), formerly known as
the 10th Hecconaisance Squaaren (L), GHQ, 4ir Force, wes
activatea on 15 Jauary 194l et Savannah Army Air Base, Sav-
annsh, Georgia, per Immeciate Action Letter AF 322,082 (1lz-
5=LU) , and G.Cs #2, SaiB, Savannah, Georgia, datea 1y January
1941,

The cazare organization was composec of 1 Otricer ana
kO Enlistea Men®, with Captain Kermit Douglas Stevens, comm-
ancing, JSeveral changes in commanc took place within the
next rew months with Major leon Johnson, Captain Robeet I,
Fletcher anc Captain Charles Craig acting in the commana cap-
acity, There was a gramual increase in the number o1 pcrscmnel
which reachea & tctal ot Y€ by the ena o1 Avgust 1l94l, The
Squaarcn was then supplied with its own planes, A=R0-A's, and
2 new unit was thus on its wey tcward zchieving trinishec combet
Iorm,

On 25 August lusl, the Sguaarcr was redesignatea the 89th
Domberament Squacron (L), and beczme & pert of the 2rc Pombar-
mert Group (L), with a personnel roster consisting or 12 Orzicers
ana 222 Enlistec len.

«ith the geclaration or wer on € December 1941, begzn the
extensive preperatiions which were necessary to prepare the unit
for active service, probably 1cr auty in either the ‘jestern
Coastal Detense Commana or in the overseas theatre, 4 tempor-
ary change o station was artectec on 29 December to augusta,
Georgia, with & hasty recall to Savanndh on 3 Januery 1942,

With "hot" rumors ana "real acpe" alternating, the order to ship
aia not come until 19 Junuary as pursuant to S.l. $17, liesc=
quarters, Savannah army Air Bese, datea 17 Januery lYi2 per
autherity containea in Secret Letter AG 370,.5 (1=7=42) M5C=C-i,
detec 7 January 1942, Subject: kovement Uraers, Shipuent 4570,
&na in Secret Letter Jrd aF cetea 1l Jamery 194< with sace 1ile
ana subject, Un 1Y Januery luy< at 12:30 P..,, the 8yth startea
on its way for San Francisco, Calitornia, the F,.C.E. « & notable
attituae was olservea in the gooa mor=lie ana high spirits op &ll
me;ers »1 the Squaaron upon leaving Savannah, ana the interestea
spectators were 1avoerébly inpressed, Deducting the caare leit
behina, the Squaarcn gepertec Sevannah with @ strength oxr 11~
Criicers anc 1ub Znlistea Men,

arriving at Osklanc, Calirormia, arter the long and tire-
some trip across the country where the truin wes greetec by umany
anthusiastic well wishers, the €9th wes furnishea quarters at
the Intemetioncl Harvester Company's warehouse locatea near the
gocxs, Lespite the uncomiortable billet ana sparse issues of
lanG, J.e men were [appy eént cheariul ana maace no evisent gripes,
But little time was allawed 1or relazation, Treveling in a



convoy o1 ten ships with escort, the 8vYth Squﬁnron leit the
Golden Gate on 31 January 1942 loscea aboara the USAT, ANCCY,
bouna for an unknovmn destination,

lst Lieuterant Donala P.lall, later ke jor, then to
become Coloucli ana Group Coamancer was our Squaaron C,0, at
this time havinz re.ievea Captzin Crai; on 19 Japuary 1942,
He was being very ably essistea by lLieutenznt Christisn Petri,
the Squaaron Jperetions Oiticer,

arter Z5 aays or blue skies ana calu seas, the convay
érriveg at Drisbeére, usenslena, australia apnc the camp was
set up &t ascct, & suburbk o1 Brisbene, Ther cane several weees
or getting acyuwintec with our aussie Allies ana their ways o1
iize, which causea great excitement %¢ both, The enthusizstic
weicauc ana their sincere appreciation o1 our being there was
héppily receivec by the Bi?th.

Upon our arrivel in Avstrelia, we hae only 13 Or:iicers
éna Ly Bnlistec ien, with épproxdimately 2UR o1 this totel
theroughly treinec, It lockea like it woula be & morentous
task tc tum out & real tactical unit in & short spece ol Lire
but no ncubtea that we coula,

{n 8 ¥arch 1942, the Sgquearun wa: sepzretea gronm the

Group an2 movea to LJ'-'!':S‘-'illc s leenslana on getacnea service
to wiork with the aoyal austrelien Air Force, This wes the
iirst tiue that they were brougnt inte actual coatéct with war
tine conalitions ana the men threw theaselvzo iito thadr wori
with & Lrue «nc fervemt spirit, hey cooperatec witn the haaf
or: bombing miseions in t):: vicinity of Fort Kaoresby, lew Guinea
ard #domm X:lanz. The alssione were u Epelul Wiedt they
wars commendeu by Heeo juarters, Southern w.iﬂr Commana in
apprﬂ-cia. tion o1 the Lelp renaerea, During this perioca o1 activity

Ce W& Lad no ;Z.Aner 01 our own, We were kept busy on the
servicing ana ~kinlencnce o1 thie B=17's which hac come out o2
the Phi....‘,_.»m S ana veva, These were now Leing usea gesperately
to halt the invaaing Jzp horaes in the Inaies, Despite the
revness o1 the 8-17 to mur mechanics ana x&intenance men, t.he
.0% was wall done ana appreciztea by the pi ‘*‘s 1inng we pleanes,
Wnen the lYth Zombérument Group arrivec sna Look over the
planes), mur tera or service was Iinishea,

ihe Squagron wa- orderea to joln the rest o tie Groyp
a% Charters Taicrs, Quecnsiang on U ‘arch ana a4 nice cap wAs
set up in e beautiiul woodeq 4res & tew miles irom town, f[he
aer were able to inagulpe their socizl ana romertic tenuencies
oy the purcnage 03 blcycles which were juite inexpensive ther=
&t tnal Lime &no since the surrwuncings were plezsant, the liie
wasn't hall bea,



In April, we were assignes sowe A-<U-A's ana & aetach-
sent ol <U en was sent Lo Erisbéene to assist in the assembling
01 these planes as they héa coue irou Lue States by water.
During this time, the S uaoron ¢ not 1ly ény missions &s an
unit but the persomnel 1lew with the otlier s usorons on reics
over enewy territory in lew Guines, Un the return irom one
1lignt, soue ol tne S uscron members S&w wreclkage irom the great
Corel See Batile, strewn over ailes ©1 open seé,

The 45 !ay saw the Squadron's rirst casuclties since its
arrival oversecs with the ae&ath or T/Sigt.Arthur G.Kelly, killea
in ection while 1lying on & mission with the Guth Squaaron &ua
serving &s & boubaroier, Also, on the same rlignt, T/Sgt.lvan
aright wac shot gown &n@ never heero irom agein,

On iU May, the Group wa: honoreu by & visit 1rom Generesl
Brett, at which time a Court or Honor was hela ana presentuticns
o1 decoretions, citetions amc &&rds were nade, Among those
receiving evercs were 1lst Iieutenant Je s heSuith, ana <na
Lieutenante Thogs C.Telly «na Doneld B.Gooc, all receiving the
Silver Ster,

The Squaaron wae &gain grieved, this time at the ceaths
of Lieutenant Sianey ‘/.Jaccobson ena Lieutenznt Theocore G,
Wuerpel, killea in action auring ana while on @ missioun over
New Guinee,

The month of Juns was taken up with an extensive prog-
rem or treining ana test rlights to completely r.milizrize
everyone with the A-2ZU-h,

July, brought the return o1 Private Jaames H,iebb, who
haa been shot aownn in New Guinez on <5 May ara hLad asae his
way Lo the villeége or Ioi® 1rox where he h&d been rescued &nd
returned to the s uadron in austrelis,

On the move agéin, The orcer Icr our geparture wés
Services ol Supply Movewent Oruer lo,l:, a-ted 11 August,lSiz
Heecyuarters, Unitea Stetes Army Southwest Paciiic Area, Base
Section £, AJF.0. 922, The 1llth o1 August adewned &nd three
motor convoys were cset up to convey the 89th to Townsville as
the initial stop on the wey to Pori Koresby which haa teen
scheaulec as our next bese, As the trensport was not yet in
the herbor when we arrivea, césp wes set up at Arrstrong's
Pacacck Steging Ares ena the men set out to renew ola ana wix
rnev accuaintances witl. the populace of Townsville,

The sorning cor august 17th we &1 rollec out &t &4 a.n,
énu boerded the K.S5., Meetsuycker-patevia, & ship of Dutch
registry anc sanned by & Jeavenese crew, ILe pilots ana crew
sembers were lelt behind to ily up the planes, &t 8:50 &.n,



we bid & fona fearewell to austrelia anc sel our laces towarcs
Port Moresby and the reel acticn of war., The voyage was just
like the one iroa the Stetes but shorter amo on the morming
of 2U August we sighted Moresby,

At 1irst sight, in the moming sunlight, it seemed like
& picture from & commercial aavertisement 1or touristes in the
South Seas. A town nestled in the rcothills along the shores
of & tropical islands In spite or the muwercus raids, the Nips
seem to have done little acmege except in ruining some or the
civilian houses, At B:30 a.m,, we set foot on New Guinea soil
énd were trensported rather quickly to our new houe atop a
ridge of hills overlooking & smell velley where 3-Mile Strip
lay, sc called because of its aistance from the town but really
named Kila Kila Droce arter its valley., The heat was very
evident ana the constant presence o numerocus 1lies and mosquitces
annoying but the ship wes unlottea very quickly in anticipation
¢l one of the then prevelent Jap air reias,

Caap was quickly set up ana the reeling of a teuporery
home pervaded the arez, There were two native villa _es clos
by out most o1 tne netives hed letrt for the intericr due to
lfear of the air reids, However, a few oI thew came around sell-
ing native souvenirs ant lound meny willing and interestea
custoumers amongst our personnel, The entire ares bristkea with
Tileld equipnent ana bertea wire entanglements along the beaches
in preparation for any attemptea lanaings by the enemy.

The Axerican troops were derinitely in the minority ana
much help wa: necessary Ircm the Austrelizns in the way or 1ood
&nd supplies although these were very limitea., As the civilians
had left in & greet hurry, mny or their pursonal belongings
were leit behind and sold by the Aussie Inrantry to our nen.

A good bergein wes obteined by Private Drebic of the Parechute
Section in the purchiése of a Singer Sewing Micchine ror use in
his work as the Squédron tailor and seaetress, The Sewirg
machine is still inn the Squadron anc in constant use,

As the grounc lorces were bettling with the enexy a
short distance from Moresby, :®ny Japs intiltreted at night ana
caused much dendye to personnel and e uipment, DBut the 89th
weés very fortunate in this respect and sutrierec no losses or
damige, The deays were long and full of labor and the nights
were short and full of &ir reids. lie became well acquainted
with the uses &nd tunctions of & toxhole and meny were constructed
sone along very unusual and de luxe lines. The comforts found
therein were unsurpassed curin. the ever increecing nightly
raids,

Tre 29 August vrougnt the &ir echelun with all o1 the






planes and the re.sining personnel, 13 a-2U-a's ready to
tegin the battle for the reconquest of New Guine., They were
quickly serviced and loacec w.ith bowbs anc ammmunition in
preperation lor their first mission,

The 31st august séw the beginning of the real coubat
histery or the &€9th with its rirst mission, The target
slated lor the strike was lse irom low altitude. The mission
wés & coordineted strike with B-26's trom the 22nd Bomb Group
and wes tc be assisted by pursuit escort trom Cape Werie on
the retum 1light, The 1light was led by Captain Donald P.
Hell, Squedrcen Commender, assisted by Capteins Christian Petri
and James R.Snmith and Lieutenents Doneld E.Good, Thomes P,
Tally and Charles S.Brown, The course to the target led to
Kereme from Port illoresby, then through the Marihean Velley
anc thus &approéching lae Airdrome trom the west, The B-26's
went in at 3700 feet one minute berore the A-20's and immea-
ietely following the burst or their bombs, the low flying
a-20's dove in at irom 1C to 30 teet altitudes thoroughly
strafing Ak positions, plaues, and personnel and headquérters
tuildings, The demsge done wes considerable with 4 aircrart
destroyed on the ground, 2 heavy &nd 1 light AA positions
silenced and L vehicles knocked out neer enemy headquarters.
In addition meny casualties were observed and Lt, Brown
strered small shipping in lse harbor and daumsged two small
sloops. Following this coambined reid, fires were visible
for 80 miles anc the Japs now knew that the attack bowbers
were after them. All planes retumed safely and the mission
was considered very successful, Thus the £9th was launchea
on whet was to prove & very successful ccmbat career.

Missions were being tlown almost daily during Septeuber
&nd despite the tremendous odds we worked &gainst in lack of
e juipment and supplies, we kept on , sometimes working far
intc the night and with all perscnnel giving their utmost in
couperation,

September 3 brought us & commendation from Brigadier
General Ennis Ce./hitehead for outstanding attacks a ainst the
eneny in the face of zaverse weather conditicns,

On 1.1 sept‘ﬂlba', n.C.S.BrWn, ntunlin{)' from & reid
on bBuna, cresi lanced in the vicinity of Fell River while on
the sexe dey, Lt.lessick and Cpl.sTeylor cresh landed in the
ocean near Mcresby, were picked up &nd téken tc the hospitel
for obeervation eand trectuent,

Administrative diffuculties increased with our arrival
at Fort JMoresby as all communications had t¢ be réecioed down
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to the Group Hesaquariers at Cherters Touwers, austrelis, This
might have resulted in sowe contusion but on the whole, things
progressed &long very well, In mény instances, however,
decisions haa tc Le made by our Squacron Cemmancer anc the
droup hed to stand back of him, /e were working in very close
coordination and cooperation witi the Austrelian Militery
huthorities &nd had an Aussie Intelligence Cfiicer assignea tc
and living with us., He took care of all lisson work &énd fum-
ished us with invaluzble indormetion as to the location of Jap
anits, supply durps, etc,,because he had good contect with the
netives being used for field intelligence and t .e only mepe

anc charts available at the time were those thet hac veen prep-
éred by the austrelians, Friendly relations always see:ec Lo
exist between the american and hustralian Forces because both
knew just what had to be done and thet it hed tc be accouplishec
vith the fullest ccoperction from all concerned.

On 12 September, the 89th again mede history as the fir:t
eir unit to use parefrag bombs on the enemy in this ‘Jorld lear,
The target was Buné airstrip and 17 Zeros were destroyed on the
ground, & fuel dunp set afire, and all AA and MG positions were
silenced. i’hen the parachutes slowly and grecefully opened,
after being dropped from an altitude of 70 feet, the Jeps fled
in terror expecting & paretroop landing. The excellence of the
perafreg bomb was again proved and the damsge done mece it very
conclusive, After the bombs had been dropped, the planes swept
back in a terrific strafing run, The entire raid wes consuu~
ated in & period of two hours and &1l returned safely to the
hone bese,

These were d.ys not only of greet danger to une's life
but days of meny trisls and tribulations in the way of foud
end meteriel for meintenence and repeir, It was then that the
Auericern ingenuity asserted itself in the mechsnicel work nec-
esséry to keep the planes flying., It #es & standing joxe that
some o1 the planes were being held togethe r with beling wires
The food situation was very bad. Our supplies were drawn iroa
an kustralian Comissary and consisted meinly of bully beel
end besns, 4 tin of canned fruit wes & highly prized luary
and the event of &« ba.ery serving brezd was like & reprieve
from @ jeil sentence, The uen suppleuented the issued rations
with repeated fishing trips out into the bay and orought back
enough fish to feea the Sguadron. There were severcl wild bosr
hunts organized it none seemed foriunate to be in =t the kill,

By the 19 Septexzber, ruids over Buna aml lze failed to
disclose very .much enexy activity &rd he seeued Lo have een

]

beaten Lo & stendstill, teporerlily <t lcocast,

The situation see.a2d LC have taden & turn for Lthe ocetier
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&5 tie reiny sewson hald set in on the Oven Stiunley hengas
where the Jeps were rgking their oftfensive towards port
soresby, whereas we hadn't expected rain until December,
The australians in falling teck from Kokod: secaed to hive
mege allowance ror this fact for the Jip advance had al-
redc ;s been influenced by the fact that their eirfield &t
pune wesn't Leing used much &t this tize, (ur job then
“&s to seek oul «nad destroy snewy supply lines tnrough the
Pass in the mountzins, They traveled by carrier and pack
m:le from ¢ supply depot sround Buna, The 8%th sent aut
sany pleanes thaet s, uirmed and twistea through the ru ged
asuntein terruin in an all out effort to destroy the Jap
su;lies and egquipment coming over the mountains anc through
the hdlls, The Jeps were indeed in a sa state frou their
lack of food and medicel supplies and the everpre:ant
dungers of malaria, scrub typhus, typlicid end dysenieries
which were so prevelent that & the aussie Infentry ve_an
its slow advance, they found mny deed and dying enewy
troops luying alongside the truils,

« short but pleasant ere of peace and qul=t set in
with little or no ruids and we were &all mor- or less content,
The harbor wa: full of ships uringing .en and equipuent in
& ceuseless stretw for dispersal teo the areas needing thea,
aserican Infentry rolled in, dressed in uniforas thet were
cenouflsged with green paint and jungle coloring, rez. y tor
the advance through the mountains to push the Jups weck where
they ceae froms The opening of Canteens and the more regular
cdelivery of msil were & great boost to morele, &nd the nen
worked well with these added conforte,

The night of 24 Septeaber brought & hilerious seyuence
into our lives there &t Koresby, The moon was aluost full wn
vright ard there nud been & definite lack of raids «nd alertc
sC that we were ¢11 lulled into & talse sense ol security. a-
round midright, thers we: an alert tou which fes peid attention,
«0st rolled over in their beds and went oeck to sleep, Sudaenly,
like & bolt from the blue, the big guns on &ll the surrounding
iills began Lo burk with & vengearce., warning guns fram &ll of
the cazps now cut loose throuyi the silence o! the tropicsl night.
Flaches of Ught from the guns aix the slow steaay roer of &
plene's engines urought thoughts of iapending disaster,

The 5%th lesped into ection and the fun sterteds Six zen
in & tent would all reach the door &t the same time &nc upon
verceiving e jgu there, cut open cther &cvenues of esCupe, kos-
suits bars, tucked snugly under blankets were rulhlessly tom cuen
in tie endeaVor Lo escCaptes -8n ren into tent oles wnid other
Fupporting objects, Une entire tent folded up subaergiig its occ-
apanite, oere feel received ¢ terrific pjumeling Irca sherp stloues,
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pieces of wood and wire, broken vottles, and miscellanecus
other objects and obstacles, Jress was very informal, many
mwen completely nerlecting it as time was too precicus. The
medical department wes to be in for a rushing business when
this wes 2ll over with the skinned shins, bruised flanks,
bare rumps injuries caused by sliline into foxholes and
trencies in record time, It all proved to be nothing but
an aAmerican plane coming in wrong and it was a disgruntled
group of £9'ers that returned %o their beds after paying a
short call to the diapmary

Ylow came 2 chanre in the desipnation agsin. ‘e were re-
designated the Poth Bombardment Snadron (D) without change
of station or assirnment per .ar Depcrtment Radiopram NR 2218,
dated 29 Jeptember 1942 and Ceneral (rder Ho.l2, Headnuarters,
Fifth .ir Force, dz=ted 1 Cctober 19.7 (Secret).

_ Cetober of 1942 saw a sluzp in o-erations due to had
weather and othor conditions, The enemy at this time was
annitilated at Yilre Bay, and forced to defensive tacties in
Lie .253 of Lthe 'weft stanleys, and under constant and des-
tructive banbins 2t Suna seered to have beun beaten to 2
standstill ror the present. The best missions were tiose
devoted to clode rround surrort with the .ustralizn troops
wl0 were steadily pushtin. the Japs back tirou h the rass
alons the “okoda I'r~il, These strikes were clearly evident
ol tie cu-lete and cevastating puwer of tie low-lovel flvine
tactics of the =20, awucrs oexsn to {1y thick und fast that
we were Lo be releived, a fantusgy that was to continue to the
present dzy. Strencthr of the Sousdren incressed with the
arrivzi of new men fro: the Jtates to bring our towul to 40
Vificers and 240 snlisted len wino were all assimiiated into a
Zood, stron;, fast, bardshitlin: cowbat teszu.

tne dry, we wenc o~ a “uallaby funt® for a recreationsl
sctivit:. .wre were enou: ‘h of these bounding creatures so
thet thre Australizn Goverrment offered little or no objecticn
to their being stot for speort, Usually the dead ones uere
turred over tcv the natives for food su -ly. The dallaby is &
sral) snecies of kangaroo, Physically, 4t is exactly alike in
arrearance but 13 o rmuch more sensitive and flivhty creature,
e went = short distance into th» kills, and before the morn-
ins was over had shot and Filled a pair of the aninuls. The
disnesal of these was no rrest problem as the natives were very
fond of allaby meat, hut the war ther nrerared it soulid hapdly
buve rlunsed the leat fastidi-us of Araricanm. ‘e turned the
-nirels nver 46 2 ~pens of antives who ware hisily enfoyed st
tre trustect o ouck = rezl wnd sot apound watching thes srepere
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it, First, a lorge fire was prepured, while same of the
natives sat about aissecting the Jallabies, The enimals
were cut up into pieces, Looves, intestines, sidn ana all,
ihis entire mess wes thrown into a huge pot, water addea
and then set to boil, The resulting usss did not &ppeal
to ény of us s0 we lert the banquet for more sensible fere,

Another tidbit of the netive palate were the large
rodents of the aree, celled Xengurvo Rats, which were also
prepared in & stew rzshion. These were very large &nd as
nugerous as flies arvund an open latrine. They prouled
through end cround the tents in the cimp areas ana were
quite & problem,

& problem és far as the nitives uere concemned was
the protection of cur pet dogs., These were esteexed by the
native population &s being a celectable aaaition to their
diets & close guard over the S uadron dogs was very necessary
s no une likea to thilik of his pet being part of & Fspuan
sanquet,

loveaber of 1942 saw the intensirication or the Buna
cagpaign which waes tu end in the loss ot thet poweriul strong-
hold ror the Sons of the Kising Sune. Bouabing &nd strering
missions were pulled aluvst daily to points &ll the way up the
coast &s far &s Salamsua and Sananands roint «ith & treil of
destruction :@&rking wiere the a=2U's hit,

a présentation of awards was made by Kajor Ceneral
George C.hemney incluaing the Silver Star to e, ur Lonela P,
Hall, our Syuadron Comsander, and Cupteain Zdwera Iirner, on
the 12th of the month &na &l)l the personnel turnea out,

at this time we had & local change in comaend with
Captein Christien Petri succeeding .ajor Eall as the Squaaron
Commznder ana the &ppointaent of Captain Glen wl.Clark as the
Cperations Cigriceres The men chosen to leaa the Squadron were
always wen cf good experience, coubat and otherwise,

Living conditions were sc.ewhat improved by this tiee
&nd the netlve ingemity of the G.I. vegzan to show itsell in
the construction or shacks, .ater systems and improvea living
and recreational quarters,

By this time the nen were &ll well acyuainted with and
thoroughly accustomea to the aussie solaier's custom or habit
o "Smoko", which consisted originally of preparing & Lucket
of hot tea &t alisust any hour of the day or nighte. This custan
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wes elzborated on by us in the preparation of cotfee or hot
chocolate and the introductiion of & light snack along with
the 11l uid reireshment, Cerried out to the present day,
"Szmoko" was tacilitated by smell gasoline stoves obtainea
from australis as time went on.

Decenber arrived, It had been almost & year since the
war started., e carried on an ever-increasing nuaber of missions
learning lirst hand of the damge we hLad cone to the eneny as
the aussie «id auericen ground troops were siezdily aavancing
across the grouna that had once been the 1ocal point of aur
attzcics, Tne thoroughness with whicl. tie £9th countiumuwally
borbe@ &nu strelec Jep tergels in the Luna, Sananénda ana Sa-
laieue wres vere imte eviceuncs ol We constant drive we were
weinteining to xnock out Jap instelletions and push the enemy
into the se&,.

Cn tae tirst amniversary o1 tae entry o1 tae Unitea
States into the Secona .orla war, we all paused to listen o
the President's speech &nd uessage O reassurance, convinced
that despite the almost insurmounteble obstacles we haa aone
something towaras enaing war ior zll time,

Our biggest aey in the Squaaron's history was 1, Dec—
ember 1942 1or it was on that day that we pullea nine coaplete
missions, The work entailea was greater than we thought
possible but all personnel eooperctea «nd coordinatea in help-
ing to make it "The Greet Day". as last as the planes rewurnea
irom orie mission, they were gassed & boabed=up ior the next,
Froa the C.. s of the Squedron dowr. to the last L.F., every asn
vwent ell-out to do what naa to e wone. The results were well
worth while., The reids extended over &n ares Irom Buns itsel:r
to the mouths o1 the Kumsi ama liaxbare kivers wher there were
large troop and suppl; instelletions, The demege Gone was
ev.denced by rires & d much 1loating debris. There vere mny
grums seen :lotling in ano érouna the acuths ol the rivers, a
large nunmber or which were sunk &nd exploded by our airect hits,
It was later learnea that these aruas contained 1voa, clothing,
ana other supplies, Several Jzp barges were sunk &na persocnnel
seen swimning in the water but received the attention ox our
pilots on soue personelizea strering runs, DBerges &na boats on
thie bouches were lert in ¢n unserviceeble conaition, Trails
vwere ovserved lesaing to probeble covered supply installaticns
@iy fron the beeches, One planc lanaea at Doboauré on its
way home aue to cemdge done when wne of its oun boabs exploded
veneeth it, otherwise all returnea intect and with no persaunel
injured, The eccogplishuents o1 the Syuadron ou this déy were
worthy of cowsenaetion ana yet ti.e zen involvea expectea no
prelse other than the reclization or & job well aone.
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ang so the missions were ilawn, every nejy or every
other tay, with &ll working togethier, zna well, tLo achieve
Gbxiaum success lor each strike, I[owards the eng 01 DeCeuder
the zissions were limiteu to reccunsisence petrols, Then
cawe Cur_st.es Day,

Home was close to us this day= in our hearts at least,
This wes our tirst Christmes overseas, & day when we &1l wented
to be beck with our 1emilies ana loved ones &t our own hearthis
insteau o1 in this wreibhed tropicel islend paredise,

ties were corried on as usuel, But our spirits were
liftec by seversl signiticant events., First came the hunareas
ol packages, letlers, cérds &nu well wishes froa the 10lks
beck honze, Then cime the Christozs dinner in which our "ciers"
ut-dia thems=lves, bespite the 1act that & speciel ainner
wee supposed to srrive from austrelia but tailed to shaoi, the
cooks urepared a delecteble meal consisting of ham, French
fries, gravy, sliced tozatoes &nd aiced carrets with apple
tarts, sliced pirecpples and oranges rounding out the weal «itn
& stusach-varming completeness, amiany attended specisl church
services held in Port Moresby or &t other camps as we had no
Cheplain. Our golaen bubble of "HGE PG CUnISTIASY™ haa urst
énd vac redated 1943.

Cur losses for-the ye&r 1942, while not meny, uere
still sad. They incluaea: Lt lidney w.Jdécobson, Lt.Thecdore
Gewuerpel, T/Sgt.artlur G.kelly, S/5gt.ticherd B.Chapumen, all
killea in action and S/Sgt.doe ilagan injured in & plane accident
oceurring upon teékeofl,

The acvent of the rainy sezson brought with it the
hordes of :xsyuitoes that had been precicted and .ede weering
ol shorts ¢na lght clothing unbearzble, Tie uining hall haa
vecome Lie center 01 evening «ctivities as it was screened in
anc néd & recio which jicked up short wave broaacasts 1rom &ll
wver ine worla, The lavorile wes swing msic from San Fran-
cisco,

an interesting progrem which had gziped popularity ws
the one co.cuctea by "Tokyo Rose! wic tried to tell the G.I.
wny he should lay Cown ls &ras enc su.render Leceuse it was no
use righting the might ot Iaperial Jdepen anc her satellites,
ite cowentator, & femkle renezade of probitle pritisi or acer-
ican corigin, spcle in & lowu, suecet, uelocious with such obvions—
1y ridiculous propzgende that the men were highly a.usec éna
entertweined eéna lockec Jorwerd to the brotcdcasts, alsc, she
hed the letest recorcings from the Stetes and this _zanb & gooc
G-e&l.
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another formation was held on the 27 December where
more evards énd decoretions were uade, Our ien were not
only eararcded decorctions ror combet services but as in the
cases of Ceptein Beavers, Iieutensn® Lauer, Kaster Sergeent
Deal and Private First Class IeCluair, for causes sébove and
beyonc the cell o1 auty. They haa been involved in the res-
cue of personnel from & B-25 which creshed and bumed on the
strip at Kila Kils, deshing into « flazdng plane, rescuing
tlie crev, treéting them and tien taldng them to the hospital.

The year 142 ended with our delayed Curistes dinner
brought to us from australia in the Group trensport plene, 'hot
in Stock! and included real turkey ana & bottle of Coce Cola
&plece,

19,3 stertec off with & veng with the object for dest-
ruction being Lae and it seemec to be the beginning of the ena
for that powerful Jap base on Hew Guinea, The Japs vere mak-
ing repe2ted attempts to reinzorce Iie so thet they could renew
their cffensive but our Air Force kept up @ continuos haacer-
ing at thew there to urevent use of the Droae for cttecks against
us,

January &lso brought to us an ides and its fulfillaent
for additionel recreationsl comlcrts in the way oi the "Club
e2rkenuki", which wes built by & volunteer bettalion of mwen for
soclal use only, Built of plain luaper and trees, it Lad &
thatchied rocf of reeds tahen from the walls of netive hLutsana
wes divided into two parts, One part hed & ping pong table znd
three cerd tables ang the other six tables for writing or read-
ing, a cozen coloriul bezch chairs for courcrtable lounging, &
radio lcor short weve bruoéccasts énd & phonogreph supplied by
thie hed Qross and Special Services, There was also an acoum 2=
tion of :®gazinesand books supplied mostly oy tie uenbers tnea-
selveg with & few received from Special Services.

The aonth of Junuery again brought houme to us, de&in in
& very trzgic :mmnner, Lieutenant sillianson wes killed in the
following snrer, .hile taking oiff on a mission to lee, Lis
plane nosed over, iie ws trepped in the coclpit end instantly
perisheds The gunner, Sergeent Joe liagan, mede & udreculous
escepe oy extricating hicelfl froa the wrecked &arg urning
pilanes '

with the jassing of Jamuary, ocur first yeer of foreign
service ended anud we were beginning to feel the respunsicilitl
of veterans, The rest of the Oroup .aoved up Lo Fort koresby
from Charters Lowers snd our coubined orgeénizaetion wes coupiletes

Feuruary caie into being with the usual steedy Ilow of
missions &nd the christening 3f our future air supply skip,
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With the gre«t success of the Group trunsport, "ot
in otcck®, our Gyuadron Commender conceived the idea of uild-
ing an &=20 from odd perts and scerips froa the plane greve-
vardse o/5 t.hauidns wes assignet zs Crew Chief and construct-
on engineer and he acyuitted himself nobly., For over & moniuh
he and his en were tu be seen &t &11 hours of the day and
night rumesging around in all scrcp piles in the Uoresuy area
for anything thaet i 1.t be used to consiruct an airplane. It
lookecd like & big job at first and it wes, The fuselage vas
mounted on ewpty ges cruzs ana the rewsining perts of the plane
Lacked on to that, after nany deys énd nights of arcuous lalor
the plane wes finished &nd a cout of follage green paint put
ulie 1he engines were run up on the 3rd of Februery and the
electricul systea developad @ lit.le trouble which wes very
quickly rezecied. The aftemoon of the iLith was the official
time set for the christening and meiden flight. The pline was
rollad aut and Lieutenent Ucul P.Junes, the less Orticer, let
fiy «ith & precious fresh egg and tlus appropriztely christen-
ed her the "Steak &nd Sggs " Special., &jor Petrie slowly
texiec her out tu the strip end «~ith the entire Syuadron &s
intereszted spectetors, lifted her plexizlass nose grecefully
ints the biue on ¢ successiul lest flight, thus assuring us &
future of better chow &nd the consciousnes: of &« ot well done-
& job no oie had done before under similear conditiuns,

On the zlst Februery, "oloex wnc Eggs™ left for austrzlis
on its first cross country flight carrying tuou en on furlough
end the dess Officer with 200 pounds to purchése soize very nec-—
esszry ectables for refurbishing our laraer.

Missionz continued and work went on, the reins vere still
with us but oy this time we had reilced the stete where we uere
sble to eccept these conditions anc the griping and cozplaints
though continuowus were not extensive. The Lrosise of good lowd
from australia was like & lighted teacon and «<eyt the morele at
8 high peak, .orkdng conditions were none too good due to the
lack of progersupplies &énd equip:ent ard the wechénics suoued
extre:e ingeruily in their own modifications of necessary parts
for the plénes in an etfort to keep them flying. The minten-
ance record wes excellent and every aan in thed uedron wes in-
tensely interested in keepinr it nigh despite the cost in
rerscnal labors,

13 Februsry brought to us & ne. S, uadron Comuander in
the person of Cuptein Gler. weClark, soon to receive his mm jor-
ity. e was very ably esecisted by Captein Donald E.Good &s the
Uperutims Ufficer,

The roturn of our <pplecart, "Steek and Zggs " on <






February was reclly &n event, with lieutenant C.5.Brown re-
porting & very succeesful trip, Lowever, she didn't live
up Lo her neme beczuse the cergo did not include eggs. The
zeel furnished by thic initial tlight wes excellent «nd we
gorged ourselves on steak and fresh fruit and vegetables, It
was evident that the builders of the plane kuew what they
were doing when they put it together.

aAn increasing number of photcs were being teken by
our planes which nct only showed dizage cone on missions but
also recorded fects which were handed over to the Australian
arsy Intelligence Ufficer quartered with the Squadron, The
knowledge of terrein and contours was very limited at that
time and the advencing Allied Forces vere able to overcome
meny obstacles due to photos teken by the 8%th and other units
there in the early days of the liew Guinsa cuzpaign.

The begiming of Merch placed us on the alert for the
supposedly lerge Jap convoy which wes said tc be on its way
to reinforce lae, all were eagerly awaiting the order to
strike and do the demsge &nd the men were intensely aware of
the inyportince or the convoy and how its destrmetion wounid
eifedt the wer in thls part of the world,

sarch 3, 1943: This was The Glory Dey= the Bisaerck
Sea Drttle-and what a "Day" it was, OUur alssion assignzent
came and we were reedy for it, .e were the Tth wave to strike
the convoy, our job being to bomb and siraefe, Freceeding us
were waves of innumereble planes, <11 types, and then the 7th
wave=aur flight of 12 4-20's~ unequeled by anye .lien our plenes
arrived ovar the convay, they wers gratified to find that
thils was. one mission vhere we Lad adejuete airercft flying
over iune terget et the preserived wltitudes for the most idesl
operatiune wnd ell were pruperly arued to carry ocut the assign-
ed strikes, Ihe skies were filled uith wuericun planes, &ll
anxious to campletely annihilate the entire force of lips. &s
eechu furzation pressed home the ettack, it was & peautliful sight
to see cargo, trensport end naval vessels receive direct hits,
smuke énd explude, vwhile the Sons of Kecven nit ihe drink by
the hundreds, The sime of the counvoy was eslluitea ot 5-6
transport ships escirted Ly 5-6 naval vessels, [he £9th prouc-
ly claimed its shere with 1Z hits on 7 shipe, ‘e don't claim
definite sinkings but from the mnowla:Cge of the demege necessary
to sink & ship, it was felt that not one of thuse hit could
pussibly reach shore. Giving due part to &ll teking pert in
the attack, we feel thet the part played by the E9th was & very
definite factor in the reported ersdication ¢f the convoy.
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arerican redio audiences listening to broadcasts of the
story of the Bismarck Sea Battle were told that it was the
grectest ana most successiul battle of lend based planes
against sea power, in the history of werfare, (Note: The
azericen Navy wes not present). Conretuletory messages
were received from Generel Mac Arthur and General Kenny
and these were highly appreciabved by 2ll. & second mission
sent, cut later that day to attack the rem ins of the convoy
had to retum because of bad weather.

The duy was completed in our own camp ares with the
presentation of the first USC Shiow we hec ever seen, It wés
en all male troupe direct frou the Stetes and despite the
fact thet the lovelies were missing, we enjoyed it very much.
It was held i the Squadron .otor Fool ares and includad
Sugglers, & mrionette show, an eccordion player, some 'Gay
Nineties" harmony and the usual other :ausicel nuubers and
witty sayings, This was the first of these shows to reach
this war zone,

Karch 7 brought another letter of Comengetion from
Brigadier Jcnersl Ennis C..hitehesd, Fifth &ir Force, for
the 89th's outstanding cerformance during the Bismarck Sea
Battle, .e were also comzended for this action by Generals
arnold, Lovett, Blaey, lackay and Emmons,

It looks like we are on the move sgain, An &avance
deteil left on the 10 Larch 1or Lobodure and the larger
advarce schelon waes placed on readiness pending further aev—
elopments,

e scythe o the grin reiper swept the £Gth againe’
on 12 kerch while retuming Irom a :dssion over the Guace
gascel Gep ares, Lieutenant Kendrach with 5/5gt..tha K,
Frence ana Lieutenunt lNichcls, & jaretrogp ofticer, became
lost from the rest of the flight and were never secn or
heard froa again, They were last seen in the vicinity of
Eount Murray and we ere still preying for them.

12 kerch saw the return of "Stesk arg Bggs" with a
load of Ui uid as well as solia retreshaents. Fromise was
& "htal" party soon.

19 Varch brought Perty lite anc we were &ll reedy,.
Funch was concoucted from meterials brought up in wur wn
plene and wiistles were tioroughly wetted, w«fter which we
we reslized what « long dry spell we had hade The alfair



was held on the site of the new lLess hall, atop the hill,
and the electricians had strung lights tfor the musicians
who czue from the 135th Medicul ilegiment and presented an
all arouna progrem of sweet and swing music, Iacking fem—
inine partners some dance adaicts were seen tripping the
light fantastic around the floor with wembeis of their own
sex, Bxtre weight in the feet, caused by crmy brogans, was
counterbzlanced by the lightness in the he&d, which could
2liays be blamed on the punch but did not detrect fram the
enthusiasn of the participamts, A real and not to be for-
gotten treat was furmished by Lieutenant Montagéno, a ms-
iclan from civilian life, who rendered & few vocal nuubers,
bezt it cut on the bass, and swung out on the violine The
party otroke up &t midnight and was accounted by «ll @ real
and howling success,

The days rolled by and tie missions continued, none
seexed too outslend ng in itself yet the sum totel of &¢1l
played & vitel pert in the caupaign to rid the islena of the
detested Nips,

A sea seirchi wer the schedulec mission on the 27 larch,
led by Ceptain Good with & secondery target of Salemeua, The
izleneng .reck war misteaken tor the target ang ettacked, Capt-
é€in Good's plane was hit by AA ang cuught tire in the air, The
.unner, $/Sgteloseph Fox, «r¢ the phutousn, Privete hasey,
battled the fire desperstely and [inelly put it out but the heat
had become so intense thet they decided to jump ana dide Photos
teken by enother pline in the flight incicatea thel they léllea
out some 2 miles out to see off the coest of lae, Eien iy they
wanéged to meke the shore they would be in Jap hendse Cuptain
Good wes forced to crash lamg his pline after & terrilic stru_gle
#ith the cuntrols &nd he went down in the sec necr Iabu but
escuped s-fely in Lis ruiber life reft, Captain Downs, ancther
sember of the rlight, droppec hia fuod anc other necessities
anc went back to send oubt Lhe rescue shipse

an interesting se uel to this &ccident was the discovery
of & Jep afficer's diery after the cupture of Lée some months
later in which he rentions an Aserican airman swimming to the
shore &nd veing captured by the llips, incarcerateg ana sub-
se_ uently exccuted. This, according to reports, was assuued
tu be §/5gt, Fox as tlie daetes &nd description ritted well azna
nothing else wis ever hearc I'rom hiae Captain Gooa was rescued
ang retumed selely Lo te Squadron,

Thus ended our L4th month of overseas duty with just half
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of that time spent in MNew Guinea,

april, 19,3, opened as usual with our & lmost daily
missions and we rxept u, a steady strs=sa of strikes on the Jap
strongholds on the other side o1 the island.

Tue most sensational ruid the Nips pulled over New
Guinez took plece on 12 april when they cie over with &bout
100 planes end give us concrete evidence of the striking power
of the Jap air Forces The Rea Alert came &t 9:30 &.m., which
wes callea off wnd then repeated &b 1lU:30 aome o It beczme
evident that something big wa: on the way, There seemed to be
& tenseness in the &ir ana the quiet blue of the =sky brought
out. the thought thet it wa. only the caln betore the storm,
The reid was by for the greates ever pulled in the loresby crec
and since we hacn't hed & deylight reid since 22 September 1942,
it was reelly an event., They came in &t an altitude of irom
224000 to 5,000 fect and our righters went up to et ilhem,
They only ade one pess over the targets and then hesdea for
home with their fighter escorts. JSince they weren't directly
overtieaed et rirst, we sat on the edges of our foxholes and
wetched the dog fights in crogress, However, this soon changed
when they came tovards us anc then the sound of the falling
toubs sent us civing into aur holes 1or cover, Three bombs
fell abcut 30U yurds 1ruu Lhe Urgerly Hoam, two of them setting
fire to the australian cas dunp and one destroying a tent in
tiie Group Headyuarters &rea, scon &s it was evident that
the enexgy hisd gone we &ll piled out of our holes and began
rolling the gas drums wvway iroa the line of fire to prevent it
tron spreading, Giant 1lames were billowing up towerd the sky
ana there were 1®ny short explosions which hurled the arums
around, yet we worked on to prevent adaed destruction. we in
the S uadron suftered no casualties but 3 or 4 aussie truck
drivers were burned to ceeth while trying to pull ot o1 the
1leaing infemos ithin & few hours, however, the Ilames burn=-
ed out enc it rereined only & lasting memorye Tne eneny suller=-
ed 23 planes lost or destroyea but the czumege cone to our air-
Aromes irG Caup &reas was by no means slight although the 89th
cene out or it with very little agestroyec wna no cusualties,

The "Coral Club"- the Ciricers' apswer to our "Club
lakanuki"- was now completea and proudly displeyea & oar, reirig-
erator, librery, writing &éna reaaing tables, ping pong teables,
and & glimorous, glorious coet o1 bright blue painte Cur new
Less Hull was prectically completed afier zany tricls and inter-
ruptions due to Jack of meterial- an izposing structure  racing






e hi_lest point in the camp area and built in the shape or
& large "T", The &ll's less zormed the crossbar, supported

by the kitchen itselr, with the Crricers' liess at the bottox
of the "I"., & =tore room and water tank for the cooks! use
adjoined the kitchen. The ola kitchen haa been transforuea
into & bukery ana we enjoyea hot rolls, biscuits ana cinnauon
rolls baked by volunteers, Corporels Katz and Heynolas,

snother edaition to Squadron equipment is & public
adaress system recently purchised in austrelia, ana now in-
stzlled in the area, Five spezkers were connected to the
troagcaster which vas operated trom the OUraerly foom and car-
riea voice and radio broaacasts,

liot to be cutgone in eivilizea ways or living, Lieutenant
Lyon set up & prerezbricitea hut ror the use of Squzaron mesbers
1or developing anc urinting or 1ilme This work wes done by Pri-
vate Botlge 1or @ small sunm or by ény &n who wantea to do the
wOorKk hisselt.

e ~rgy hed finelly designatea & spot in ausirelia ior
& lewve center, ihis wa: guod news Lo ell end .wc:ay, Jueensland
wag selected for the town Ior »ir Force troops only. Qite &
modem, idvely, clein litile town, it offerea plenty ol gooa iooa,
women , ligor, «na suunshine,

"Steuk end Eggs" contiruea its errengs o1 ercy in the
shuttling beck znd torth belwcen our strip sna australia bring-
ing good, 1iresh 100G,

On 21 april ceme znother presentation or avercs, this
time by General Kenny, but we were alreeay getting usec to these
foraations amo they ceased to thrill us as the rirst cne haa, ;

- The advence Echelun le:t by C=47 tor Dobodura on the
woming or the Pth o1 iy,

We now begen to pull our missions zartier ailelc, Fklenes
stagea cut or Dobodure & d :®de & strike on ilew Britain in the
Cepe Glaucester ares ana bollbed ana strulea berges along the
coast,

ihe Squauron was greaqually being moved to the new stetion,
& few transport loacs each dey, OUn L Way the rinal group lest
the old arew. anc s«id ferewell to Moresby and Kila hile, erriving
&1 Lobodure ot G50 &eme o CLaip had Leen set up in an iuprecssive
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woodland, sbcut rive miles from the Drome, The area had been
occupied by an autrelian hospital unit and we were lucky in
having & Mess liall, 10 or 12 shacks and showers already con-
structed, .ork had been started clearing the rest of the area,
installing telephone and light comnections and tuildbng the
many small items of nondescript nature necessary for a comfcrt-
@ble life in the field, The men were given the privilege of
building their own platforms for tents in graups of 5, or sec=
uring 20 men and erecting 2 modified tform of barracks. Living
quarters were of necessity raised off the ground two feet or
more to aveid the dampness of the ground and the rats, who seemed
to lead & lively, frisky life around this part of the worla,
Platforms were mede of logs and the flooring secured by splite
ting & certain kind of palm tree into suitable strips. This
weas quite a job as foreys haa to be mmde intc the surrounding
swanmp and Jjungle areas for such trees &éna there were innumereble
kinds of insects, bugs ana whatnots, all arodously awaiting a
long draught of fresh human blood. The most bothersome or
these wes the chigger, @ minute little devil that burrows inte
the skin and lives there setting up an itch that fer surpesses
the worst mosquito bites, There was no known protectiocn against
them as they seeuned to crawl above and into leggings and the
eyelets ot shoes, after being bitten, however, kercsene was
applied ard & prayer tor their death sent up. There were also
many enormous red ants present that reised large welts on the
skin which were mighty painful, .e were even unfortunzte enwgh
to run across & giant python about 22 feet long swaying irom &
huge tree in the jungle, 4ll beat & hastiy retreat and left him
hanging there ALUlE. Natives were at work in the ares and 1ill-
ed the air with the odd tones of their peculiar singing. These
pecple were hired out by the austrelian Govemuent at a wéege of
1/2 pound per month plus $ood, Some of them had been to school
at the London Mission, located inland along the Kokoda Trail
and were guite intelligent and good conversationalists.

atabrine once & day became & religiocus rite and it paid
divideros with few cases of malaria in evidence, A smell but
swift running stream ren at the back of the caup area anc off-
ered & delightful treat after a particularly hot sweaty and dn=-
comfortable aftemoon, There were occasional alerts but the
planes never seemed to get this far inland, Firing of small
arsns was prohipited as the Infantry at this time still patrol-
led the area and misunderstandings might heve arisen,

May 22 1943 opened & new ere in the history of the Sguad-
ron everseas with a wonderful morele booster, ken were actuelly






going home, Four flying officers and 14 gunners were relieved
&na transferred to the llth R(D and ordered back to Brisbvane,
to await trensportetion to the Stutes, .e were &ll glad to see
them go as it zeant, at last, that there was & chence that we
too, might be relieved,

anothef notable chenge toock place on 27 May as pursuant
to authority under S.K. No,51, Headquarters, Fifth Air Force,
dated 27 day, 1942, the 3rd Bombardment Group became the 3rd
Attack Group as it hed been known wey back betore ihe cays of
the 8%th, at borksdale Fiela,

The end-of lay brought new combat personnel to replace
those who had been sent home, Among the newcorers were three
Flight (rficers, a new rank ac fer as the £€%th was concerned.

"Steak and Zggs" still continued its belly=werming runs
to anc fron austrelic and wes our ride end Jjoy.

June 9, 1943, saw the inesugureticn of & new type of
service for the €%th, .& sent one plane cn & "meil-=drogping"
mission to our letter-sturved infantry men in the Morobe Hiver
end lambuare idver areas,

It was arcund this tixze that we began to receive special
attention froam Tokyo Rose in her nightly broadcasts, She seeuxd
to have a particular grievance against our organization. 3he
knev. and told us just where we were located, how aur cam wes
set up, and other information which was so exact that it amzed
us, Her continued threats for our destruction ket us in an
amused state,

«€ iad an air raid this evening, 12 June, that was really
& aorele booster, The rezson is that nuw we neve adequate
protection in the wey of searchligit batteries, Bolor guns, MG
compenies and & few 9C om. Ak setups, The seerchligiits caugnt
&nd held two would-be sttackers froum stert tc finish while the
Bofors exiipited & beautiful cisplay of tracers, Heavy aa fire
burst eamongst the plarnes but they were still in f1light when lzst
seen, Jap raiders see:xed to prefer amvon~-lit nighis and we could
aliays expect & few alerts when this time of the month rolled
arourd, The eree was vulnersble tc a paretroop altacn znc the
Groa;. worked busily tc set up & aeteuse lan,

dy the erd of June at our Jobodure erncamp.ent, Larracks in
¥ »
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and buildings out on the line were completed, just awaiting the
operation or the sawndll tor lumber for the flcoring.

An eddition to the Squadron sbout this time was a 1ib-
rery, stucked by mexbers of the unit &nd « ith bocks dravm aut
and retumed on the honor system, For the opening, cluse to
200 books, woth riction and non-tiction were in stock, Lieut-
nant liaddell was appointed Librery Ufficer =nd Ser eant Flenjak
"ibrerian. It took no smll &mount of work to ouile the shéeck,
the she lves, ana then to coullact the books, DJue creait shoula
be given to thosze who volunteered their services.

ve nad the third in the seriss of Squadron Ferties on
the 15th of June and this was even vetter then the others. The
fticers took chiarge of the progrem and brought to us imiteticns
ot such personalities as Jick Lenay, the andrews Slsters, &
& pantoaine of S&d Sack vs. the Wedicel Curps, « iférce on &
typical a=2C mission, «nd & mock trisl concemniing lhe troubles
of en hustrelian girl of ill repute end an aerican Gode « Lusic
«es firnished by the "Jive Five", wio were proainent in Lobodure
music clircles, The progrem ot off to & late stert aue to Tgjo's
wandering around overhead. Li uid refreshments were served and
then lajor Hall, the new Group Comander, uade & few reiErks
end precented the Yollowing awards: Cantain Good received the
svard of The Puila Iree, for successfully destroying one of the
sae on & recent mission; Captain Conner, Squadron Surgeon,
avarded the royul title of Guack, Zor hercically serving the
sick, ad:dnistering codein add &spirin to the laze, blina and
zentally untit, Tieuteneént Richardson wes given & decuration
tor landing cne nlane in Sootless Zay- Iroa ;s remer 19jo= and
Lieutenant Copeland was honored with the Scroll of ltatus Mo
«ith rod and blue lines. ILest but not leest, the lst Sergeant
«as appropriztely slaughtereu by ohe of his slave ariven aetzil
and respectriully put away.

Captain Good énd .2 jor Hall ogened & new era in £7th
Uperetione on this cey, the léth June, The Ceptain took off &t
2060 nours in bright moonlignt locking ior Jep barges report:d
to e woving supplies into Lee &ra Salamaua under cover of
nizght, iejor Hell got off on & sidiler mission at uddnighite
both were very successtul as betueen Uiex they sighted 14 barge
and senx or dandéged & of them, The B%h hac edded suimething

new t2 its bap oI tricks.

(n the 19th June we leerned another lesson, Six lip



boziers cere Over our canp arek and &s ususl, :ost of the
Syuadron wis lined up @long the river btenk watching the

show put on by cur ah pjuns, The pesnut gallery was rudely
sczttered by &« sucden rein ol boubs, Jume wailchers went over
the clity, others under logs &ma the rest into ditches. The
bombe were just clcse enough tc completely frighten us &l],

dight reccos and narge sweeps beciue wore popular énd
effective and this scvon convinced tie Japs that they were not
free Irom air attack by us even in durikness,

Qur gruund troops were closing in for the «ill erouna the
salampua and Lae sectors and the reids were being intensiried
as the desperate lipponese tried to bring in troops and supplies
of 21l kinds,

Luck was still with the 2%th as two of her wen had &lmost
mireculous escapes fron deeth or &t lewst wounds, when on 1llth
of July in a raia on Sala mua, we received Intensive aa and LG
tire trom the eneny. Lieutenant koan was one oI the lucky ones;
hie reaoved & 7.7 bullet frow his chute Just about one inch irom
nis bodys 180, Sergeant George Hell who was lying an the floor
with & czuere, was hit by & .60 cul sluy which went through the
geet of his trousers without even grezing the sking

The aonth of July seened t¢ be & month for &ccidenis &nc
wre good fortune, After retuming from a mission over irocubi,
“light {fi'cer .elaler nad trwhle with one engine over tne tarpet
and &g he was turuing on Lhe tease leg &t the hone strip, his
erngine ceaught fire, ‘Hiwculously, he ménkged & lanting with the
curning lune ém he ene his guuner got cut without any serivus
effects ctier than a bac ccare., Frompt fire-tightin. techniue
snabled the plene to be repecired tor tuture use,

Just & few days later, Lieutenant Dow hai engine truwble
over the sae target and o ereting on one englre had irouble
nolding altitude, su he crasiied near orobe Hertor, The pilut
snd gunner, 5/5ergecnt Clerke, were uoth uninjured out their
passenger, Ceptain Shrojcnire, recelved slig . t injuries, The
tiree vere guite@ Ly frienaly netives to wrobe wng e lupteln
“a8 put intw tie hospital there, T2 Ziner tso zen caught a
coastal vessel t¢ Lrc Bay ana trea there hired LaCcK Lo Dobudura
Little the worse {or wear,

A Comnendation arrived on 26 July from the wustrelian
Srigedier .oten, in cougsnc of torces in lew Juines, The orig-
sdier coagplisented the 2Gth Ifor an &itim sgainst hexdatum in
Bu.pcrt of grounc troops,
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aungust brought no decrease in dssions but cany were
farther &fisld then they l:iad been. Strikes were flown against
Hew Britein end &s rer up the Hew GCuince cosst as Finschaten.

The c9th celebretlaod its rirst yeer in New Guinea and &
routine mission wvas flown &g & normkl dey's work tock place.,
Thie Squadron scerehoard however revealed plenty. The totals
were; 19,017 bousbs droppea plus 955,285 rounas of ammnition
tired, 3oub tonnage cuounted to 272 tons, alsu released over
Hip liesas were three boab bay tanks, one set of twin 3U's, rour
ciueres and ons pemchute, .e 1elt this to be guite & record,

ine e9th Sultbell Zgague was naw under way, with eight
teszs particlipctinge The cumpetiturs looded very gooc and &n
interesting season seeued lorthcciing,

I the eerly vart of oceptcrber, reports reached us that
our forces had lanced o thie beaches ocelow lae and we were tinslly
guing to ste the culidnation of our eilrorts of the .ast months
with the ezpture or the principal target.

Septanter 5 we wer: privileged to tee &ert in the pure-
troo. lamtings et ladzab in the Zrkham Villey, just 28 miles
inlang froa Lie, In & besutitully itized lancing operatiun, the
B=25's went in ana bousbes ana streled e lanaing area, Clote
o their heels coune the a=20's or the E9th with thelir smoke screen-
ing in precisely the re_uired spgots, *na then, in went the
trensports= 2 uf them. Some 160U 2en vere lended, arg with this
ope.etion tre Japs et Lie were surrounded,

T¢ us went the honor of pulling the last air atlack on
cee Jt was on the l6th September after tie zZrund troops hea
ceptured Selameus and then closed in around Zze, Qur troops
were weiting to strike within ¢ few hundred pms 51 the alrdrome
wvhen we nit it using perelrigs ana uaking three bombing and
strzling ras with no ah 1ire received, Lse, &t lung liast, rell
L9 tiee Allied ground Iorces,

The 22 September s&w the invasion of Finschafen &nag ve
sera there, too, Seven of our planes worked over the erec with
1004 bombs to puve the way Ior the allied advance. Ihe rest o1
the aonth wes spent in dssions near anc sround the Fluschalen
areaé nelping the grcunc forces clean up Liie town ama surrounaing

PN
VillaRSe

The first € day uf ciover wae a Leppy periuvd ror us. 1t
vas Speit Iq lerrying up tie new a=il-G's 1rom austrelis. ZIvery-
one . oL@l Lo e Lhew errive as ulie olg a=<U=i's wWere Just aocut
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tinisneq and gespite tne excellient care that they haa receivea,
the lack of proper e uipuzent &na supplies coula not keep them
opereting mech longer,

The next week or so wes spent in hesmrering the Satelberg
érea where were located the retrexted l'ip troops trom Finschalen,
In betieen we hit {ape Gloucester zmo it was there that we Laa &
rdsicrtune, w0 Qunners were wounaed on one mission ana the plane,
pilotea by Guptain J.doore wes hit ia the engine over the target
an¢ Le ned to reather the prop, Zverything moveble in wie plane,
irclualrg puns, emmnition enc ck.ere were jettischea, Ihe trag—
itional stemina of the «=20 stood in good st &g anc the plane
limped saiely back ho Lee.

The ciosing gays o1 Jdetober sua mamy of the new G's put
into speration end beutizea L combat, Ly the 1 loveuber, zll
o1 the old A's had ceen trensierred to the Lussies, They haa
served us well &no Ialthiully for meny wonths ¢na despite the
complaints 6@ the wechanies while we had them, more than one .an
was oG ot seellz then sent swey,

& nuzber o3 new pilots were addea Lo sur roster amg since
seny i then n&a nevVer glom an =20, we had been busy in check=
ing the: mt in the &-r0 tactical style or xlying.

Zleven of wur planes Lu0 &n engoyuple ticze on the Yth of
{ovenber when they paia the rirst coll on our little orown urothlers
up &b alexishiten, The Jops were caugit in & very unprepired
stele eng hed their planes lined up &long ihe runweys Twilve o1
tiier were so bedly dausged by wur iire brecning «=<U's uiat they
were made untitv to 1ly againe. &k positions wiidch hea littie oppurtunity
Lo zet date action were unwerciiully wiped out by our strering.
Gotein Erovn lea tuis highly successtul sirike with Cepleins
Kelly, Golomon &nc richardson & nis Fligit Leaderse all 01 our
planes lended «u ['&0zeb fur refucling no tien re urded o Bobo=
Cura,

Leveubar rolled along «ith wissions flowun deily ageinst
the Satelhery or alexishalen arecS, & neir-recorc 1or strikes
tlown showed this onth': ssce, w~ussie Intellisence dlscovereq
that e netives In anc crouncg kulungiufu were supol ing the J&;s
et Jutelver, wiih rcooa grown in the well Kept gercens srounz th.se
villeges @ we vers sent uy o persuade thaa nut to = with cusbs,
Fropegance leiliets were intersperses with bt.e IIT dropped,

e anded tie outh of JUovasuber with aissiuns cocentreting
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in the kilis back o1 Finscheatfen to cul oit the retreating, holed
in Lipponese end ey were epperently successiul tecduSe the Aldl ‘ec
ground lorces .izle bettler Lrogress aftlerwerds,

At this tiie caiue & change in our adadnistretion with
Ca_ tein Joseph loore assuming coumand on the 1l85th lioventer,
relieving ke jor Zrnest B.lenneman,

The :onth of December, in acaition to our regulér miss.ons
broug t preparations lor our move to lladzab, The Leavy ecuip-
gent ana vehicles were sent up by ship to lze, unloades zna
trucked inlznd to Jadzab, The &dvacne echelon ¢ 35 nen wes
gant up to lay the tcuncetions Ior the construction or & cemp
zrace They neéd Jjust asbout frinished «ith the construction o1 &
sess hwll, shovers, latrines and & dispensary on west cige o1 uie
valley &t Nadzab vhen wora aes received Lo abandon caxmp because
that particulur eres wes unhealthy. IThe men who hed worked so
nara to «bly acce plish this vere deeply @iseppointed , es ecielly
when a Syuadron of .he 22nc¢ bomb Group moved in &nma Look overs
lliey were then sent over w & nes arez on the other sige ¢l Lue
valliey rigit in the toothils whare & new camp we= startec,

Pecrl gurbor Lay bLrought the Japs &n attack by us on
the sandokel area, with 40 500¢ bombs droppec v nlch sterted
oumerous blazing patches O su.plies &G euipiconte

Caristumas Day of ', wes celebraied in better siyle then
uie previcus holiaay ana & reel turkey cinner with 211 the trinm-
mings wag served, The agverce echelon up at iedzab cia all rigat
too, with the zaaitioun o1 & few cases of liuid reiresh.ents.

&nd so another year had nessed, .'e were ztill oversezs,
felt very little hope o1l being replaced znu scnt hcre desuite
the 1ect that rotetion was supposecly in etfect. icrule wesn't
~hat it hed been but our etficiency still reted with e best
in tne entire S5th Air Force, ken were not only piiys cally, but
aentally, vom out &nud needed & change of scenery to & more temp=
erete climete, The lfurloighs to austrelia vwere too Irreguler
in charecter to do much for our spirits,

The nea plunes, the a=L<G's, war- ser.oraing well but
most of the 1lying men were dissastisfied with the turret and
the dungers of not being sble to get out or it in cite of an
accidents Meny "U,li's" were written a8 the disédvantages of
this turret out.ueishied the cdvanteages, But without result,



Nadzab



Tie uawh L) & e | Cal iBL Wi LU Luke 68L0C. Of u Ien
o, @ulngs ol e vaa. Tne JoodiWiug Cubueilics were ..uted
auring this pust Jear: siecte.ants Turner L liiiwcson and J.Ca
Harris, ana Fuignt Olficer ira J, weld.er ere ci.leu iu actiun
Or in 0 v atlionus wooiuents; wdeute aut Buuaw U.lountsgeanc
anug .ergeants Pra c¢is o', Lar . in cau Steve Karsiuex, wounteu Lo
actiun; Wii_.e Liewleiunl auls seudracn wid Jtall Sergeants
Ubhia .« P.erce wuld Juse I ol were wissiag iua activa.

Jeu, ite the recul.enual on Lnu 1.8.ructioi Oy tue Doig-
it Adres L% v, WRiCh $.¥5 Lhul oo a-2J is oy guod Jor {rom <59
Ly 35U CLnibal LLulS, Wiel We Lulli@u LVer cul s=-£J o'S Luere qere

S airen £T with ved S0 uvufs «al b ciresaflt with oVer 4UJ

ALArS. TAeLE L uues sere e L i Lue «ir Gue siie.y Lo e €x-
ceidentl SerVICLNE wil G ilbenante i Lie LelhLess ol Lt Sqladsul
HLU Lu Ly CeSeS UGr.ed Willh Luad-mlee LoGls, and wualaout aoper
eTobie Uil ALY ot head=made LU SLotutes.

Julia Ty o fte DIOUGHT LU wul EVEIl UiCSEr L6 Lt Japsb., our
Javd ol Sppp.des ool Lut Utules atiw UWie @elsiand of Austrasia
lucicased aud Liiags scer sd Lo De i Lhe U Fece satn ugn tue
foou situat.of .8 stacld DG w.w I i€ nad .ot vser Jur tae
Polp L.auSpUslS We Kilul wVe Hed LU @€LLT Ol the tlernal Sus.y
peel wuu weans for cur ciet.

LJdssions cere culing ent gulng frua our base bhere ut Lobu-
Uala afdd OLTHEDS Swegaif oul of | @wcib. "0l Ca@ DuCrn LU 4S Lnatl
Lit aUViiCe vCut oGl wird JULRE @il Vaoy werl in toe coustrustion
of Liie new Ca ;. wJew al iWalZ&D alic & Jtal Luel sacli e Dllmis)
wld arrive liere eversuuiag wou.d e I_ue,

[dimure O el Lo SluW Lukasus Lhie eld ol valdlally Lbeb ..€

sere Lo G.VE il oy wile Joidl Lt . UVeuct Wlel. al Luliad st Uy

1 . Pt T 2 - . .
Lt JArol wi felrualy o€ cuilw Ll ded & JteaalYe

Uik L Ord ol Seoriwry, it U elloll, C-oagd LELY umCreb
NG & aly Lo £U, vuvalullu U-47'8 anu JiewW Lo ..Goabd wu 82U up Lue
NEW arte, USUi Coival ¢ €ral gudb sere o ricd oul oelure, uuring
afi. alter tue o .ve,

el W alrived al i UZaD € el Limt a Mess Heii, sucwers,
WL Le LPLNeS lint walialy Leen O astrucled wat Loeh .otn Lir adu-
LLich ol e Leuts Jur Jdving susrters, we «er ab.e Lo sShf tiat
AR Liuil e Chap wlCR. LUGL O gell Lne CuinlodltlLien ol Rie claer
vguelluil ) LlaUANgS SUCh a8 Ui woSptLisely, Jsuer.: Boeli aliu &

gl il Wy ek @G a0 CLOOLNCU.



THE GUNNERS




te Naazab by 5th Air force ana V Bombe r Commana Heaa uarters,
it was apparent to all that the base would be the largest
since ko resby.

March rollea in. It provea & month ol fewer missions,
those that we aia take part in being mostly in the Viewak ana
Hansa Bay aistricts. The strikes were conductea by nuw along
routine lines ana the same success we had haa in other parts
ot Guinea was achievea against these targets.

The work o1 building up the camp area continued ana
more comiorts and improvements were addea until it resemblea
quite & pleasant base, at least as any to be lound anywheres in
the jungle areas,

There was & gooag aeal o1 trouble at Naazab with skin
inlections ana irritations, contractea irom the various iorms
or plant lite with which we came in contact, Foremost was the
disease known as "(Cuinea Crud", a lorm of dermatitis anc many
of us suliered irom it ior & long time, It came irom touching
plants in the jungle wnen we went in to cut aown the trees to
to be mage into tlooring 1or our shesks., &also, the water in
our showers, which caume irom & small creek, caused nume rous
cases 0! 1ungus iniection in the ears,

During March ly44 we were lortunate in having two stage
shows, O(ne was a USO periormance- not very gooa, Ferhaps, tais
was simply cisappointment at the non=-appearance or the iemale
members ol the show, The other was a G,.I.Bana plus sunary
local acts- incluaing one o1 our own 8Y'ers, "Curly" udillay,
who aeliverea a very "hep" exhibition of tap dancing.

Trie 100a was goou those uays ana the serving ol ice
Cream once every 1lith aiy was a logkKea-ior event in our trips
to the Mess Hall,

Rumors were 1ilying a&bout thick ana strong that Men (grouna
personnel) were to be sent home on the Hotation Flan ana all were
anxiously awaiting the &nnouncement o the rirst list or lucky
ones,

And now, at the conclusion ot March 194, this nerrative
about the EYth Squaaron, up to this time, comes to an ena. Truly
was thles perioa in the VWar o: the Southwest Paciiic, one to
“"try men's souls", .orus are weak things with which to express
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the hell or jungle living; or the tatigue o1 brain ana muscle
that comes 1lrom working night aiter night to put one aaaitional
airplane up 1or the next aay's strike, No historian can com-
pletely recora the intangible but rock-haru something callea
Spirit; or the essence that is teamwork.

Yet-these brlong in the narrative as much as do aates
and names ana racts, DBecause without them, statistics about
bombs &na bullets and missions would not have been,

So enough be it to say that the 89th came through it
all with valor, There were alwys aavances, never & retreat,
From tne beginning to the ena, the Spirit was there, ana the
constant cevotion or the men to their acuty was unsurpassea by
any other unit.
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alGUST 1942

31 nur, L81: Todey, after lon- conths of rreparszticn, the I0th
SHALET, Frd ATIACY 5i0UP entered the FaCIFIC aaR a
vital slashing, hell-for-leather, corbat tear. of ~ocd
men and planes thet were & nilot's and 8 fishterts dream,

T!us #ae no lar-z seale oreration, as SURCFRL

LRET ad 11 sta fi::*ds go, & total of 6 4-207g tl:ring in

couperation with 4 D=26's Cror the 22nd Cacli, took part

ir al1l, Tet it wms the start &7 the avalznche, the first
r2in of sorin- that avrurs the flood. Sarried out in the.
cl‘-&’s ic minimam-altitude strle of rost 4=2U strikes it

zve the Jang a nreview of what they misht exnwct iﬂ the
future fros our swift, deadlr, atbacks,

Las wTHIY peceive  1le bj_t,, The 10 alanes Stl"’-&f&"‘
and hombed herdruarters muiliiin s, and aireraft o tre
~rouni, Several ZERC'S and a dive-bomber were sewerely
dama~ed, 2 hezvy and 1 light AA positions silenced, and
li motor vehicles knocked out, In the harbor two 60-foot
lugpers were damarged by strafing,

1 Sept, bi2: LQCDA bombed and strafed by 6 planes,

2 Sept, K&3: DBuildings and zirdromes at allile and ISUGaVAa hit
by ¢ planes with 44 x 1C0Ff demos; 25CG0 x +50 and
3500 x 430,

3 Sept, KK4: 7 planes dropred 33 x 1005 demos on LILK:ZL ond
runway at Saladala.

5 Sert, EZf: In tuo strofines runs 12 A-20's destroyed 1 landing
barre, and from 150C' relezsed 47 x 10C# dewos and
175 x 20. frars on SUNL STHIP. 21,400 x .30 and
.50 exrnended strefing,

§ Sept. : EK7: 9 planes bombed and strafed DUNa ~IKDACLE,

£ Sept, KAt LYCLa Laki and IGRa CGSK bonbed «nd strafed heavily
by 9 i=20%s 0 all boubs £3llins ik the tarset zree,



o
N

7 Sept. KE9: E a-2.'s bambea zn: strafed ofUCL area, using 64 x
l(m d&rﬂos’ 8n{i 6,&“} x .-5(}, 5,@ J( .;30‘

9 Sept. KE1U-2: EWLUa FAS5 bombed znd strzfed by § a-20's, using
2 x 100/ demos and 270 x 204 fraps, Lo count on ammunition
expendad,

G Sept, KK11: 2 A-20's a-~ain struck EZFCCI 2rea with 160 x 20F frags,
and 2 x 100+ frars, 3500 x .50 and €300 x «30.

11 Jent, LK12: OCrounded zircrzft at 204 ST.UF were strafed by 13
a=20"'s usinz 3500 x 50 and 7500 x .30. “asuslties in
adincent huts were chserved and hoats ir the harbor were
strafei, 25 ¥ 100. demos were drorred, wo nlanes forced to
crish-land in t'e sea were ditched successfully and the creus
rescued,

12 ert, FF13: 2 ~=20's borbheil nnd strafed BUlia ST destroring
17 ekes, -urir~ tri. oreration parafress werc uced for the
first time, 320 x 7?3 narafra~ss were used zs well as 7,000
x .50 and 14,000 x ,30.

13 -ert. ¥FElh4: <“ne «=20 used £ x 100» d=ios on huts near L¥ula.

L -ent, &kl8: Two 4=ZU's made arned reccc's to haldl and Z8GI,
lockin; for lost sael.J battalions whicr were never found,

15 vept, RklH=1! bne ;lane drongec o x 100, denos cnd spent 1800 x
o500 on Lolial 2nd Lui=nl areas.

9 .:ept,, .-.5.157: vavwbhouis Ve dhmaiaallds on isiv.oue sbald gtrefed oy six
blanes using 4200 x ,5C znd £,000 x .20,

<0 wept, hu0: 9 planes bomoed and strofed Suiasillda slad using
120 x 23¢ frags, 16 x lULr demos, end 8 x 100+ d mos, and

8 x 10Gs incendizry, firin: whet uas believed to ve a supply
train. 4,000 x .50 and 5,000 x .30 were used,

Jept, KK21: 6 plznes hit tar-ets of oprortunity on the kalul to
YlODa trail usine 210 x 20¢ fracs, 4200 x .50 and 6,000 x .30,

24 Sent, lLi26: LUBO ! AiL horhed and strafed by 6 plznes using
170 x 207 frars, and £ x 100/ demos from 1500' and 3,00
7 o5C and 4,000 x .30 from minimum altitude,
26 vert, [X26: 3 -)-nes rode elose-suprort mission in vicinity of

T a2V, usine 120 x 20° fra=a, 1,000 x .50 and 2,000 x .30.



27 Semt., KK27: 7 planes struck KACI-IRABCGRIVA using 221 x 20# frags,
4,000 x .50 and 6,000 x ,30C.

29 Sept, EE--: LYOLA bombed and strafed by 3 planes,
30 Sept. KK28.1; KK22.2; KK28-3: On three separate missions this

date, 7 planes bombed and strafed MANAWI using 240 x 204
frags, 3,000 x ,50 and 4,000 x ,30,

UCHTHLY TUrals

22 kISSIMNS
257 STl
401 (NS OF BULES

169,085 x ,50 and .30 Cal. ARbIMITICN EXPLKDeD
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Cet.

Cct.,

Uct.,

Cet,

g Let,

Uet.,

Let,

ct.

Uct.,

Oct.

OU.TUBR 1942

KK29: 3 planes hit LYULA LakKaS #1 and #2 with 120
x 204 frags, 900 x .50, 3,000 x .30 observing hits on
huts and personnel,

EK30: &F UGl and &fUla LeKo #1 were hit by 3 planes using
120 x 2un frags, 2300 x .50, 4500 x .3C.

BE31: Though aa was heavy and accurate, 6 a=20's strafed
the village and barges at SaualldliDa rOIWT destroying 2
barges and using 100 x 20# frags, 10 x 100# dewcs, 2,000
%X .50 and 3,500 x .30. Une plane landed at GUhszY.

KK33: 3 planes hit tie area near waliUPis oiIDGE using
2¢€ x 20# frags, snd 3 x 100# demos, 400 x .50 and 1,000
x .30,

KK3L: KUKCDa-BU:A track hit by 3 planes using 63 x 20¢
frags, 2 x 100# derios, 400 x .50 and 1600 x .30.

KK35: 3 planes on armed recco hit at ASISI VILLaAGsS with
20 x 204 frags, 1200 x ,5C and 2,000 x .30,

EKK37: 2 planes hit ISIVITA VILLAGE with 20 x 20# frags,
from 2,000' altitude, expendin- 400 x .50 and 500 x .30
in strafing,

Er39: 3 a=20's in conjunction with 7 F=40's strafed the
enemy forward positions south of Ta:rLoTuii's GhuwaodinG
using 1300 x .50 and 1200 x .30,

EK4O: 3 planes apain hit TesilTui's CilSUliiG to bomb
and strafe,

EK/1: BUba—i(hlDa TanlLl hit by 3 planes donating 32 x 1004
demos and 80 x 2Gs frags, 1500 x .50 and 4,000 x .30.

bhi4: 6 planes with an escort of & F-4U's, bawbed and
strafed tr.e Davlnl-KlUniDa track, using 24 x 1lOWf deucos,
120 x 20 frags, 3500 x .50 and 10,000 X «30. desults were
unooserve.

bhjb: swest bank of tne KUaUSI alVit near aSISI hit by
3 planes using 119 x 20# frags, 1600 x .50 and 4,000 x .30,

BK463 3 planes struck ISUuaVA and hvavla witho 16 x 100#
demos, 1750 x .50 and 2,000 x .30. '

EE42: 2 planes stirafed ALCQLA with 600 x .50, 1400 x .30
and dropped 80 x 208 frags from 1500C'.



27 Oct,

28 Oct.

29 Oct.

29 Oct.

31 Oct.

KK49: 2 planes with an escort of 4 P-40's baubed ALULA,
ABURI and ISURAVA with 80 x 20# frags from 7,000'.

KK50: 3 planes bombed and strafed ANOHGA CrRUS3ING.

KK51: Track from ISURAVA to DENIKI and ASUARI to KAILE
bombed and strafed by 3 A-20's with 120 x 20# frags, 2300
x .50, and 5300 x .30,

KK52: 3 planes with an escort of 8 Aircobra's hit NAURO
area with 120 x 20# frags from 1000'.

KK53: NAURO apain hit by 3 planes using 120 x 20# frags,
500 x .50 and 1600 x ,30,

ENTHLY TOTaALS

19  kISoluis
62 SUaTIsS
17 TONS UF BUKBS mirrzD

56,500 x .50 and .30 Cal, abkUGITION EXraliDeD



NOVL B2 1942

1 Nov, KK7: 14 planes escorted by 16 P-40's strafed LAE Brome
with 2,000 x .30, Formation intercepted by 15 to 20 Zekes
with gunners claiming one probably destroyed.

LX]

L Nov, KKR: 13 A-20's bambed and strafed OIVI.

L Nov, KKe.2: Beach on SALAMAUA ISTHVUS rit by 9 A=2C's using 321 x 2G
frags, 1600 x ,50 and 400 x ,30,

7 Nov, KK9: 3 planes bombed and strafed KAualilULTTA and SCOFPUTa
using 115 x 20/ frags, 1200 x .50 and 2100 x .30. Propaganda
leaflets also drop-ed.

2 Nov, KK10: CUIVI received 83 x 204 frags, from 1200', 1300 x
«50 and 290. x .30 were used from 3 planes at minimum

altituls &
G Nov, KK1l: 6 planes bombed and strafed CIVI,
10 liov, KK12: 3 planes bombed and strafed AA positions at SUrUTA.

11 nov., K&15: 3 planes hit eneay trocps at waliCrE using 120 x <0#
frags, 1400 x .50 and 3500 x .30 in 15 passes,

<l Wov, wasld 15: 12 plancs struck BUia aluwilks at minimun altitude
using 323 x 20# frags, 6100 x .50 and 106,000 x .30, with
excellent results, Ack-Ack was very heavy and accurate,
causing one plene to land at PNGANI with right aileron,
wing and engine hit. Second aircraft crashed at base witn
nose section, fuselage, left engine and hydraulic system
badly shot. Uther planes were holed,

2] Nov, WARDS 16: SANANANDA FOINT hit by 3 airplanes using 120 x
20# frags, 2,000 x .50 and 2500 x .30,

21 Nov, 4ailDS 17: 2 planes bombed in vicinity of BUNA.

2] Nov, WaRDS 12: 7 planes hit troop concentraticns at BUNA
donating 2 x 237 parafrags, 120 x 20f frags,400 x .50 and
1200 x .30,

22 Nov, «aRDS 38: 5§ A-2C's bombed and strafed SANalAlDa FUINT area
dropping 173 x 20/ frags, and using 2,000 x .50 and 2700 x
«30 while strafing,



22 Koy,

23 bov,

2L wov,

2€ uov,

26 bov,

26 Nov,

26 Sov,

26 lov,

22 liov,

29 Lov,

29 Lov,

aaildS 383 A second mission by 5 A-20's strafed and bombed
SANANARDa :CINT area using 122 x 23# parafrags, 1100 x .50
and 3700 x ,30. Fropaganda leaflets also dropred.

wald 39:  Oalinlialida PCUIRT area hit by 3 planes drop.ing
120 x 20¢ frags, and using 1700 x .50 and 2100 x .30.
iroragaenda leaflets were alsc drop ed.

aaitho 408 - € a=20's unable to take off on mission as a
hudson boiiber crashed on stirip before tuxeoff,

wailDS 3: 3 planes struck oUla DaGhE drop.ing 40 x 20¢
frapgs and using 1200 x .50 and 2900 x .30 against aircraft,

wAlDS 3-2: 3 planes struck dispersal areas and fuel dump
at BUla DaCie drepping 119 x 20# frags and using 2100 x .50
and 720C x .3C in 17 strafing passes, Ack-Ack was intense
and heavy.

walDS 3-3: A DiAE area again hit by 3 planes using 120 x
20# frags, 1600 x .50 and 2700 x .30,

JARDS 3-4: 3 planes arain hit 3UNA DECL and its dispersal
areas dropping 100 x 207 frags, and using 2000 x .50 and
3750 x ,30 in 1£ passes,

4aDS 4: 5 pleanes struck south side of 3UNA Dil.. using
1c7 x 20/ frags, °50 x ,5C and 100 x .30, flying throush
intense and heavy Ack-ack fire,

AndDS 11: LAl Deles it by 7 A-20's dropping 127 x 23¢
parafrags and using 450 x .50 and 1300 x ,30. Bonbs were
dropped and seen to make direct hits on 2 Jap planes and
near misses on ¢ others. lLarge nurbers of personnel were
strafed,

aaitbe 16: witl weather forcin: back ~ of 9 planes, 1 A-20
attacked lao alibalil droppin, 40 x 23/ parafrags and using
150 x .50 and 1100 x .30.

seuto 18: GUlNa UaUss attacked by 3 planes dropping 97 x 20/
frags, 1600 x .5V and 3700 x .3u.

WUTHLY  Tllalo

24  wISoIlWiS
124, SWTI=S

30 TS COF o350 DualiFsED

102,050 x .50 and .30 CAL. AMCUNITION &XF2iJsd



1 Dec,

2 Dec,

Dee.

38}

3 Dec,

3 Jec.

Dec,

\uh

5 Dec,

g Dec,

9 Dec,

12 Dec,

13 Dec,

14 Jec.

DECEBER 1942

“wARDS 24: 6 planes struck BUJA DRQUE using 160 x 20#
parafrags, 1330 x .50, 310C x .30. One plane landed at
Dobodura with the rizht engine feathered.

Wards 36: BUlA Dd(lZ bombed and strafed by 6 planes
using 229 x 207 frags, and expending 2,000 x .30 and
700 x .50, All ships were damaged by AA fire,

4aitDS 373 6 planes fired dumps in CAFi hILLuaTCl area,
dropping 240 x 20/ frass, and expending 2,000 x .50,
and 4,700 x .30, '

walkldS L4t 6 planes hit Sallalilila FUILT dropping 141 x
20+ frazs, and strafing with 4,400 x .50 and 2,250 x ,30,

aAlds L5: 5 A=-20's bombed and strafed BUla using 172 x
23/ parafrags, 7,800 x .50 and 3,850 x .30. Une gun
position destroyed, 1 Zeke destroyed and personnel observed
to be hit,

wasw 133 6 ships bouped and strafed 8Uaa, dropping 186
X 23# parafrags. 1,650 x .50 and 3,900 x .30 were expended
by strafing.

wasDS 143 3 planes hit SAliAlalDa FUL.I, 119 x 207 frags
werc releas=4 and 1,800 x .50 and 3,800 x .30 expended.

WS 273 4 A=20's escorted B-25's to Blia, strafing with
800 x .50 and 2,400 x ,30. All planes holed with one plane
being forced to land at Jackson wit: hydraulic system shot
out.

WARDS 31: 3 x 500# demos, 1,40C x .50 and 1,500 x .30 were
used by three planes,

KK2: Barge sweep by 3 A-20's using 1,300 x .50 and 1,400 x
.30, Barges badly damared,

KK4: Bombed and strafed Cais KILLaiTU in 6 A-20's using
240 x 204 frazs, 4,100 x .50 and 9,500 x .30.

Ehé-a: O(n this day nir- serarate and successful strikes
were flowm, a record for the Group., In 24 passes at UIVI,
3 A=20's released 54 x 20+ frags, used in strafing 1,720
x .50 and 2,450 x .30,



14 Jec,

1!{ !-)GC.

14 Dec,

lh Dec.

14 Dec.

114 Dec.

1/ Dec,

14 Dec,

15 Dee,

16 DQC-

1e Lec,

19 vec,

20 Dec,

kK6-B: 3 planes bombed and strafed mouth of the Kakdais
®IVad using 88 x 20 frags, 2,500 x .90 and 1,300 x .5C.

M - one

K¥&.L: Iouth of the aW’USI 1IV.T bombed and siraf.d by
3 a=20's, Barges hit as 60 x 207 frags were dropred, 375
X .50 and 750 x .30 expended. Une aircraft crash-landed
at Dobodursz.

hib=-d: swDaits wlduit bomoed and stra‘ed by 3 A-20's
using 120 x 20/ frags, 1,350 x .50 and 2,300 x .30 .
18 strafing passes were made.

Rhg-s: AULUSI dlVist area again hit with 116 x 20s frags,
1,800 x .50 and 3,000 x .30,

KKé6-F: 3 A-20Bs dropped 96 x 20# frags, expended 2,200
X +30 and 1,100 x .50 in 12 strafing passes, 1 barge
was destroyed.

KKé-G: 3 A-20's dropped 120 x 20# frags, shot 4,000
x .30 and 1,700 x .50 while borbing and strafing MAKBAGE
mouth,

KKé-ti: 2 A-20's used 80 x 23# parafrags, 300 x .30 and
11&5.00 X .50 while making strafing passes at Mai SARE
ViR,

KK6-I: 79 x 204 frags were released and 1,000 x .50, 5,100
X .30 expended as 3 4-2C's hit the mouth of MALSARS RIVid.

KK9: Targets at mouth of the KU.USI alViit strafed and
borbed by 3 A-20's on armed recco using 86 x 20s frags,
435 x ,50 and 1,200 x ,30,

KK11: 411 bombs dropped in target area as 3 planes on
armed recco it mouth of the RULUSI KIVid.

Khl4: hUallab. VILLAGS located near mouth of the
KUWUSL ali.d, bombed and st-a’ed by 3 aircraft using 136

x 20s frags, 2,200 x .30 and 950 x .50, Same AA encountered
in tie vicinity of Salamaua, .

EK15: BUha .dovius attacked by 13 4-20's which strafed
huts containing perscnnel and dro.ped 476 x 20# frags, all
in target area. axpended were 7,800 x .50 and 13,400 x
«30. Inaccurate AA fire caused no dauage,

BKK17: Using 255 x 20# frags, 3,150 x .50 and 6,300 x
¢ 30, € planes struck at GIalrl rilad.



Ziy Dee,

29 Decs

3 Dece

31 Dec,

31 Dec,

KKausz

H<=E3

23Gs

ou=E:

Su=ti s

In & coastgl sweep 1rom KUMISI RKIVER 1o Salaldala
3 h=2y's strazea K:iL KEL VILIACE ana < canoes
edch containing 3 or & gJepse. All ut £ Japs
consigerea casualtles, loUU X 5V &na j,9uwv

X oV expenaeda

3 planes straiea treacks near .est Bank o1 AMB0GU
KIVER mouths WU X .3V; 1O X 5V expenced.

linile patroling coast irom BUNA iLe 1A4E, 3 planes
sightea ana attackea & motor launch, also strelea
targets irom extreme lew-level at DUx Vi CREEK,
making 3 runs ana using l2Uu x U ana

150 X o5Ue

4n 4 straiing runs ever the target, 3 A=<2u's
straiea at SANANANDA PUINT ana GIiliia, 1iring
PV X o2V EMa £,00W X eV

Cooruinating their attack with a 1light o1 B=<>'s,
© planes strélea troep ¢ mcentretions, Ai pesitions,
anad groundea aircrait at ILAE, Pressing tne strike
&gainst M/G 1ire anu heavy, light out inAccurstie
Al eppesition, pilets saw bursts enter 5 bombers

&na & Zeke, with ene Betty leit smokKing ana
prebably aiire,

MONTHLY TOL.1S

51 MISSIONS

147 SOKIIES

35 TS OF BOMBS DROPPED

W3,10 x ¢ GAL, AMWIITIN =XPESDED
JE,900 % Jov i, AMMULITION SXFPENDSD



STAIISTICS Fun ¥=an oF 1042

ag KISSTCYS

50 SCRTICS

126, TS BaB3 DRCFFLD

159,100 x 3¢ CAL. AMVINITION EXP<MDED

136,050 x ,50 CAL. ALLULITICR EXF:ZITI
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L Jan.

or

’v
Ugn.

4 Jan.

m

Jan,

m

Jan,

9 Jan,

1=F 2

~-u-\.1=

|

5-E:

&=Cs

o

T=3:

2.G:

13 Jan 2=t

14 Jane 13=F:

15 J&ﬂ. lk-h'

16 Jdan, 15=4J:

Jaliladl 1547

6 planes strafed Lal uiui using 2400 x o5C
cal; 545C x .30 cal, in six pasees,

6 ;lznes searched northcm coast “or famnaces
\small sailing veesels, from Las to alilos with
nil signtings.

& planes strafed LaZ DR 1T wsing 270C x 50
and 900 x v in =ix passee,

6 rlanes etra®ed LAE DAl using 2000 x 450
and 3700 x 30,

weather prevented planes from reaching site
of landings of Jap reeinforcements near LAE,

13 planes strafed and borb-d trucks, sup:lies,
a 6000 ton cargo ship and KLC near LaZ,49C x
20# paragfrags; 2000 x 50 and 4500 x «30 were
used, attempted interception by 2 fighters with
one enemyhit brhis cwn A4, This was a co-
ordinated attack with S=25's, 5-26's and aussie
Beau=-irhters,

11 planes returned because of weather.

11 planes strafed and banbed Las Jioii. as the
pilots destroyed one <&ii and one UsCalt at.t.ampting
to take off, the gunners destroyed one Blai tryin;
te mter:ept the squadrun, LLO x 20# frags, 270C

X 50 and 1050 x .30 expended.

3 planes boubed and strafed Salialialila rULIT ana
track, 120 x 20# frags, 1700 x .50 and <%0 x
«JU were used in twelve passes,

6 planes hit LasU and Labalils at Saviimi dal.
<075 x «50 and 2950 x +30 expended.

3 planes bombed and strafed Sahallalila FCOLT and
mUTUW TranorOaT nlal, 120 x 20# frags, 1000 x .50
and 3100 x .30,

3 planes struck KUiESI AlVin delta and KUitwiADa
with 120 x 20# frags, 2050 x .50 and <500 x «30.



16 dan,

17 Jaﬂo
1? Jan.
22 Jdan,

25 Jan,

2¢ dan,

27 dan,

28 Jan,

30 Jan,

15-d:

16-Ez2

27-F:

29=1:

3 planes strafed SWUTA=~Saiaiala Taall uging
2300 x +5C and 3900 x «30e This was the second
mission where smoke was used by ground troops
for target location, withhigily satisfactory
results,

3 planes strafed KaAlBARE and from BaCULDARE to
SalalAUA using 1450 x 050 and 3300 X «30.

3 planes struck KURRIADE VILLACE with 1050 x
.SC and 3050 X 0300

3 planes strafed canoes from GUIA to SaLalaUA.
200 x 50 and 375 x 30 were expended,

3 plaznes strafed barges and small ships at mouth
KULUSI and DUdIVA CrEzs with 1000 x .50 and
1200 x 430,

5 planes struck Las Diliis and adjacent sup ly
dumps expending 2550 x 50 and 4300 x +30,

Une plane crashed on takepff killingy the pilot znd
injurin- the gunner.

6 planes struck ..Usy, GakaISul HILL and trakk to
KCGLIaTUr. with 16 x 1007 demms; 120C x ,5C and
4250 x 430,

5 planes struck LUSC and GadddSuli HILL and track
KGIaTUdk using 6 x 300# demos, 900 x 50 and 3400
X ¢30.

3 planes struck &Us0, GaailsW.illl and track ito
RGILTUL using 24 x 100K demos, 1250 x 50 and
2200 % w.

LUTHLY TCTals

20 KISSIQIS
112 SCKTILS

5,8 TCHS GBS DROFFED
3:{75 % +50 Cal. ALUNITICE EXPEIDED

55,375 x o30 Cal, A XULITIU ZArs DD



2 deg

L Feb.

L Feb.

5 Febo

5 Feb.
8 feb,

13 Feo.

15 Feb,

19 Feb,

20 Feb,

22 Feb,

22 Feb,

3 Feb.

35-1:

L 3-iiz

L5-Hz

50=iiz

§52=1:

52wmin t

53=G:

FECRUArY 1943

3 planes made reccc flisht along north ccast to
Salalala,

3 planes struck iUSC and KRUI.TULY swept from
Suliula to Baila, 24 x 100G+ demos; 1450 x 50 and
5350 x «30C, ‘

6 rlanes strafed grounded aircraft at LiE, aa
posit:ons and a launch in the harbor were also
strafed, 2060 x .50 and 3000 x 30 expended,

3 planes struck north coast of lis, CGUIIGA hitting
targets at Zaka, Suifa, SaU, KCOU and Ddia. 24

x 100F demos; 2100 x <50 and 2700 x 30,

1 plane reccoed «al, kUoU and hAULIATUM,.

6 planes bombed and strafed troops on the track
to GlalaGactal, alsv, KUIalUR to SaLaMENA. 48 x
100# demos; 3375 x 50 and 7000 x +30.

6 planes strafed tie track fram GUADAGASCAL, WUbC,
A0IaTUN to Saleialag 2and bombea supply dunps at
kULO, 48 x 100# demos; 2600 x 50 and 4700 x 30,
6 planes struck supply dumps at MKALADANG with 48 x
100# demos; 3650 x 50 and 5900 x +30. Fropaganda
leaflets also dropped.

11 plancs bombed SULISUK II and AlGadl withi32 x
204 rr&ESQ

1 plane recooed Saliiala, KQ.IaTUk, iLUBC, KEL and
EUilUBE,

1 plane tock photos of .alU=kUDU=Salkbala area,

6 planes struck SUIZal.liG, aalrall, and GUalalaScal
Aith 40 x 10u7 demos; 2450 x 50 and 7000 x 30,

3 vlanes bombed and strafed track SUIBAINILGG, .&Jiall,

Srags; 1750 x 50 and 2750 x 30 expended,



23 Fev,

<3 Feb.

24 Fep,

25 Feb.

26 Feb,

28 Feb,

3 :lanes struck Jzp camp between BUIBALNING auim
and walrall, 17 x 100 demos; 1950 X450 and
JLO0 x 430 were released,

3 planes again struck SUIZalliliG, walsall and
GUabaGasval using 17 x 100# demos, 340C x 430

and 950 x e50e

1 plane photogra; hed «#Al area; mission accomplish=
ed but westher forced pilot tuv land on beach

oot at AIlDSCan BaY.

6 planes struck the GUADAGASCAL SaDULE using

240 x 20# frags; 2840 x .50 and 5850 x +30.

Une of our planes was forced to land at JOBODUZA
znd did not reach the target,

3 rlanes hit walFALI-SUIBADILLG areavith 16 x
1004 demos; 650 x 450 and 2400 x «30.

1 plane photorraphed «waAl area and landed at

7-klls Dalis on return because of mechanical
failure,

KUNTLLY ICTALS

19 &loalGio

73 STl

20,6 iAo UF bl DalkraD

24,525 % o50 vale aMLUNITIUN o &bl

53,550 x o30 Cale asdliTlUE akiiueD



'..I

N

)

LaRCH 1943

3 planes dropped bombs and strafed &t
GUADAGASCAL SAFUDLE using 24 x 100# demos;
1450 x .50 and 615C x +30 in twelve passes,

all men and planes were held on the ale:t to
strike 2 répopted convoy believed to be headed
to reinforce Lak,

an even doxen of our a=-20a's participated in the
BaTTls of the 5ldadlil 3im this date, Two ships
attacked a 6,000 ton ah, 2 hits, as verified by
gunner, resulting fn smoke and llames, two mniscés,
I'wo ships attacked 6,000 ton ak, 3 hits, as verified
by one silot and one gunner, resulting in smcke,
flames and an exrlosion. Yne plane attacied a
£/8000 ton abh, cne or two hits, as verified b
pilect, photograrlier and gunner, whocbserved snoke
and flames, ‘me plane attacked 10,000 ton ar
scoring one hit, as vecrified by a pilot and a
prnotosracher, Two a-2_'s scored two hits near stem
on swmall ship 10 ./15C feet long, verified by pilot
znd two junnersp pilot reported vessel exploded in
one large blast, Yne plane scored a hit ona

6,000 tcn ah, verified by wingmen, result ne in
emglre and flames, Totzl: iR hits on a 10,000 ton

ac were seen as one pilot strafed heavily. 1< hits
on 7 ships. Some strafing was done, The fullowing
Quotation is from the 8%th Squadrun Diary of 3 karch
1943: "This was our zlory day! and what a day it
was==after being held onthe alert all aay yestercay
we finally received our mission assi_nment, «e were
the 7th wave tostrike the convoy, our tasxk being
tc boub and strafe, and we did 2 job second tc nome
in accomplishing the task, Freceding us over the
target were waves of innumerable planes, composed
of 5-17's from the 43rd Group, B=24's from the
321st Squadron, and B-25's from the 38%h Group,
8-.25': from the 9Cth Squadrcn and tien our
unequaled flisht of 12 a=20a'@. “ur planes were
piloted by Capt, Glen .+, Clark, our C,0, Lts,
iichardson, Conn, kessick, Taylor, Beck, leel,
Yontagano, kayc and Captains Yunbar and Chudoba,
and lt, aubry <f the 2th osoub, vguadron, «hen our



L iarch

5 &arch

6 karch

7 march

23

63=G2

blmirs

£5=it

planes srrived over the convoy, they were

gratified to find that this was one mission wher:
theyhad adeguate aircraft flying at their
prescribed altitudes for the most ideal operations,
and all were armed properly to carrycut their
assigned missions. I.e skies were filled with planes
allanxious to score direct hits and completely
annihilate this force of ips, &ach and every
formation pressed home tneir attacx totne utmost
and it was a beautiful sight to see cargo, transport
and naval vessels receive dircct nits, smoke and
explode while the 9dons of Heaven hit tue drink by
the hundreds, “Wur estiuate ol the convoywas 5=-6
cargo and tronsport ships, escorted oy 5-6 naval
vessedls, and we zot our share with 12 uits on 7
ships. #e don't claim definite sinkings, but from
knowledge of the dawa,e necessary tosink & ship

we feel that not one of those hitx could possibly
reach shore, Giving due credit to the other Flights,
we still feel our part largely contributed to the
now ccmpletely reported eradication of the convoy
and the large number of eneay casualties resulting,
nadio listemmrs of the SIShaRCL SZA SBAITLE say the
people at home feel it the greatest and most
successful battle of land-based planes over ship:ing
in the historrof the world, Incidentally, the Havy
wasn't along. Con-ratulatorymessa es were received
from General Lacarthur and Jeneral ienney, and we
certzinly aporeciate such recogniticn froa our
commanders, ur second mission of 12 a=20's sent to
attaclk the remaining debris of the convo)” was led
oy fajer fetri, but was forced to return without
reaching the tarzet due to bad weather over the range,"

12 planes carried out a reccc mission from Lab to
Fllvd FaFull and spent 3850 x 50 and 8900 x . on
grounded aircraft on Lad Dav..

6 planes azain strafed iad Dillis using 1950 x 450
and 14250 X ojc).

6 planes were to sirike GUabauadual. 3 aborted and
landed at JUbUWUida because of weather, J planes
expended <4 x 104 demms; 1200 X 50 and 5200 x 20,
Une plane ditched in oUUTLLIS Lal,

€ planes wmade J1 passes on GUAUAUASUAL area using
LB x L# deros; 3900 x .50 and 7300 X «3ve



11 Yareh
12 larch
13 iarch

15 kaz_-ch

1% karch

22 iarch

23 =arch

2l sarch
25 Larcn

26 aarceh

<£ warcn

AN g
31 Karch:

31 iarch

69-tls VILKLi aIDGC was attacked by 3 rlanss. 24 x 1008°
deros; 1250 x .50 and 2100,x .30,

70-ii: 3 planes struci: GuaJGa.cal area with 24 x 100+ denos;
1,000 x .50 and 1,000 x .30, 1 plane was reporited missing after
enterin- clouds over it, Lurray on retufn,

71<i: 1 plane made recco over uliG. area,

73-d: 1 plane tock photos of Juduulda area,

T7-G: EULL area struck by 3 vlanes, 1AL x 207 cluster frags,
1,750 x .50 ang 2,600 x 30 were expended.

#C=ilt 1 plane took photos of UlsSudlan and ar=a.

8l=t: & planes struc#®ilBy zrea with 2£8 x 26y frags and used
.;,.,J’v X .50 and 6 lCG X -3Uc

B2-F: wvowuia and area again photugraphed oy 1 plane,
83=k: Iracks soutieast of Vakakala photugrepned by 1 plane,

Bi4=i3 2 planes hit bdivide: wiad area witi £ x 10U wire-wrap ed
de. 03, and used 1,550 x 50U and 2,900 x +30.

iLekd € Llunes mad. an armed recco of Hulh GULF and attacked

sl aiG UK. Upe plane was bedly swot up and wrecked and ditched,
Captain Good land=d in the water off Niwa and wus rescued., iis
Gunner and shoto rajher bailed cut but were not recovered. later
Intellirence reports indicated that Syt. Fox swan ashore and was
captured b the Japs at LAl but no further evidence uncovered

hi® “ute,

ROt 4 gogen rlsnes porhed and etpafed PTG EARSN seom ine
12 x sonvt -lgrog, 5,350 x .50 and 6,206 x .30,

20=a? Salaals attaczed by 6 ~lanes, using & x 300 denos,

f0=5: Fort: photos of wisivin lailwa area were taken by 1 . lane,

EOUTHLY TOTals

- g bl P e )\ i a e - e o

Aigipm B i Glhae Mdiiivdbdont el sl
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AF.JL 1G43

90=is 1 plane reccosd kudldb Haacll area,

gl-B: KITLHl CiaX hit by 3 planes using 96 x 20#
frags, and 550 p 4 .50 and 1500 X .300

S L vd

92-J: § planes hit KITCHEN CREK with 96 x 20# frags;
3,650 x 50 and 1,850 x .30 also expended.

93-G: LITU.N CaEXK arain kit by 6 4-20's usin: 288 x
207 frars, 2420 x .50 and 5,95C x .30.

-

o Lo 9

s LUl and KIPCHwN Ohud it oy 6 planes using 268

‘x 20/ frags, 3,000 x .50 and 5,950 x .3C.

12-G: 3 plane's nit jJunctiocn of ZIie alix and BUalal
C#ad usins 162 x 20 frags and 1300 x .50 and 2700 x .30,

1.3=0: 1 -_ane touvk 1F2 pnotos in 2u runs covering the
Liatm ciaicinia areca.

13l=u: ihree scall viliz es scuth of Ulald and Lasacla
loiuw struck b, 4 aa%z0=a's, 19z x 20¢ fra_s as well as
2,62u x .50 and 6,00 X 30 verc used in tiiis ogeraticn.

ll}—f.: Jour Ha=20's nit wioaw.w alid. witn 32 X :I.v\-" Gern.os
and —,15v x JHU and 1ivv X <oV

11403  Giaedvo vdie azalin LiL oy three aa~cu's using
14y x 2Us frags, 1050 2 oS50 and [y<iv X 30

llé=iiz Ihree ma=2.'s hit Jay wountoia srtillery posicion
uSin‘_ ll'ok X 2:“' f!‘a_‘s an’— 170»’ X .50 &l 3’25v X .36.

1l8=&8 1 rlzne photo rapncd sudovia and area.
AGRTELY TCOTALS
12 1ISSIGS
37 SGAT1LLS
17.2 TGS OF 328 TRGTSD
GyMl x o50 cal, & lUUITIGN LSFDED

S e i Ml e bt
3?,1:&0 > 4 .3‘J Cala AUk aToER SGSDED
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baT 1943
125«a: {tree plznes made 20 rups oa iLJils area using 120
x 20/ frags, 1900 x .50 cal, and 37U x «30. :

12biss
1,525

Prree planes agyain hit rlisis arca using 144 x 207 frags
x .50 and 2,500 x .20,

12672

L WT
R e L

‘re plane made 2 photo {1i ht from HoaTis rialTallilil to
m“» frua. hdwd 4‘.: daniais Lo POFt e v ‘ul;-r to ti.e coast,

1iJme:  Sar-e hide-cuts in ieds LAGUM nit oy 6 planes, 288 x
207 frags, 2,950 x 50 and 4,500 x .3. were used,

132-C: Five planes struck landin_ sirips on Gabs GlaUCooTai.
39 x 1or denos, 2,80. X J5u and 2,7 v X o30 were expendeds

134—: 4&leven planes Lit four Servicesb.e Luhiw and six possibly
serviceable swlil'o at lan kil 3,750 £ +50 and 2,550 x.30 used,
in this o eratich.

141-A: 1 plane made photo mission fro adSSiG Fudil to FILILUNG,

n

£{%
)5

14202 Tuelve rlanes hit Galala STalbP. 576 x 207 fregs, 5,
x 12,5C0 x .3C were expended,

RCFTILRY  TLTalS
g2 XISSIdi3

SCATI LS

L2

Rt oy . :

13.2 Talid L F SGos dacd i)

S— A - i ST Iy e _

A 2% % 50 c3l, s il Ul LAl &iding
;] LR .

420 B ekt BiP]

Vavd b 4 ds  asiid oavadiiad
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June

June

. June

vine

7 cune

vune

June

JUNE 1943

155=wat 12 plenes doncbed <03 2 23 warafragsy 2 x 5007
denos 3 14 incenaiaries; £,150 X 5C and 4,000 x .30 on
stores and s lies at andiva Viidmise

16£-55: I plones made & night recco on north s GUliea

cozst using 9 x 300r dewos plus 1,450 X 50 and 3,500 x

«30 on swall dap held villages.

168-his 1 plane mzd: sawe nifht rec o using 3%.-x 237 parafracs
1C x I incendiaries and 700 x ,50 and 1400 x .30 on suall
villares,

1£%-353: 4§ plones bombed and strafed & obarges near HGPII with
20C x 237 parafrags, 1450 x .50 and 2200 x .30.

3 Ske
- .

¢ Ri-20=ale it Lal LullE destroying 3 planes with
2 x 507 demos, 293 x 2% parafrags and 2,950 x .50 and

6,450 x 30,

17C=aat 1 plane :ate & nizht rec-o alon: ccest to Flliolialul
usine &0 x 23+ rarafrags, 15 x 4 incendizries and 650 x 50
rlus 1700 x 430 on snall villiures,

171-CC: 12 planes struck iae and walalialls strips oomolng and
strafin- 12 a/C usin- 252 x 23 parafrags, 5,025 x .50 and
9,530 x .30,

17%3=wa: 1 :lane mad & Jhoto run over Llcail and iallal LalS
and lesocinga dolewile

1774t & lanes strafed oarges in Laol Lalduw. using 2650 x
o5u and 9,600 x .30,

[ 1

178-sn: 2 plapes mad: & rec.c over Wuawd vioiaGa,

179-Mb: 10 glanes mad. 46 passes over Jap Cawp on south side
of bacoal doratin: 79 x 100F dewcs, 6,875 x <50 and 1400 x W3ve

:...uui'...;.Y fvl'ala‘

19,5 IUis OF 30.oo DalrFid
23,900 % .50 cal, ACUIITICGE JGADD

53,030 2 430 cal, ALWKIITION Z0 260D
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July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

JULY 4943

iBl=-hA: Six plares bembec ana straiea DUALL, using 4,You
X o0V, 0,/5U X +3v and 4l X LWW# uemes 1n 3£ passes,

i51-BB: Twelve planes were Le straie LAs DHOME, One reiurnec
wWiln meles ULreuble prier Le reacnlng une Larget, ana tne etner
elevell exXDENAed LOW X o0V 80a [,50U X Ve

l8u~EB: Six RA=-<u=-A's straiea greuna=u A/C atv LAX ana
CONCentraled on AA POSILIONS, <L4W X oDV &NU 4,00V X o3V,

185=b5: O1X planes wele Lo niL darges &t SALUS. One crasnec
on Lakeeil, ene ulu nelL Lake e.l aue Le engine Lreuble ana
Lhe elner leur returnec bDecause o. wealler,

1yi-EB: Nine planes attackea trail irem LOGUI #2 te KENN:LY'S
GBS ING, 510 X <3# paralrags: 38UV X oDV &na 45V X WU,

iyl-Du: Six planes niv barges e.i KeHl POINT, <,900 X 5V
ang ),U)U X «JV WEele Uused,

LYy3=hi: Prnote mission by ene plane irem KOMIATUM te GULIVIE.
JUKCLIION,

lyu=-Ah: Iwe planes areppea liie rails Le & pllotl acewnea 4
miles Ne oi LASAUGA ISLail,. Tnis is tne 111U Lime knewn, asice
srem merely locating aewnea crew members, Lnat A=<U's nave
actively participateqa 1n alr-sea rescue,

lyg=B8: Seven planes thereughly stralea OmODULL using 45 x
LUUf# Qemds. J,(<D X OV @Na 4,70V X «We. Ine eignin plaue e1
Lne mission retwnea saiely theugh 1t caugnt lire Just beiore
lanaang.

195=Ahk: KOMIAIUM=ORODUL L track was given 44 X 10Uy aemes,
£,3(V X +OU ana 0,80 X .3V by semen el our planes,

1ys=CC: DOT ISLAND, OROUUKIL, BUbuUBl, ana ireil irem LUKAN'A #l
te BUISE were pnotograpned Dy ene plane,

A=-hat S1x planes nit KOMIATUMK biveuac areas using 35> x
Ly uemes, <£,500 X 55U ana 3,000 x +3v. One plane was niu ever
target ana diichea in KCi0bs hadlie

<U<=BB: One plane reccoeu KOIAIUM ve GOODVI-. JUNCIION,



Z3 July <uy=snn: One plane sent Le searcn lor A/C survivers ten
miles nerth of LifaliGh ILL'D,

N July <lu=hh: Nine planes &tiackea Uwelve Darges at CAFe GurHarnls,
LANGEMAL BaY, FINSUGH Harbul ane MARIch HAMBOk. Twe berges sunk,
04 X 1Wi aemes ( 1B 1&lleu o exploue ) 7,00V X OV anu
*’,M X .ﬂ.

a4 July «<U-BH: oseven planes shet anc bombeu seven barges &t

ULAMAIMG], cestreying twe o1 them. 55 X lUUF Qelws, J,4cd X DU
Ana 5,Y5U X 4V wel't expenaed,

KCNIELY TULMLS

1> MISs1ans

vl SORTIES

15,7 TONS Ur BOMBS LinPPeb

8,210 x oov cal., AMMUNITION saFoNDSD
28,00 x o A cil, AMMUNITION SxFiNDED



< Aug.

( hug.

W Aug,

1l Aug,
1&‘“‘0

1t Aug.

<3 Aug.
<1 Aug.

28 hug.

M Aug,

AUGUST 19w

<lry-hA: MNine planes hit barges near LAn, BUIASUM anu LOKANU,
One barge baaly camegea, 00 x lUUF Gclds, 4,4<) X OV ana
B,lU X (U welre used,

<lé-DU: OSix planes mége an armec recce search ier barges
Dut retwnec wiih all Dembs anc amme,

<<l=U: DBarges 1in LAbU LaGUON nAv by o planes using &6 x luwy
Gemos , J,<0U X 5V @ana 0,300 X , W,

ZZ«=BB: OSix planes mace a 1ruitless search jer barges near HOPUI,

<z5=BB: Feur barges near KASANGA stiraiec by © planes using
Ly X oV ana <HW X ¢ e

&Zb~AA: Five planes again stiruck barges near SALAMAUA using

< X Wuff aemes, <35V X OV &na (BUV X + W, Une plane caugnt ilire
whnen nit in bein engires, ihe plane was citcnea anu all
persennel rescuec,

<34=CC: O51x e eur planes aonateu 48 X LUWW¢ qemos, 3,35V X 4oV
Anu 7,40 X Jv en Lhe Jap staging ares near KENNeLY'S
CHOSSING,.The iellewing im quete 1s irem the EYtn Squaaren Diary,

" Wiin ene year ei werk in New GUINsa benina it, tne &vih
scerebedru stanas atv 1Y,Ul7 bembs areppec en Nip necks plus
Y90,<E) reunas ei ammunitien ilreu, Tennage ei bombs areppec
amounts Le <(& tens ana lyw peunas. Alse aqumpec en the enexy were
three bemb bay tanks, ene sel o1 Win jU's , ieur camers's ana

one parecnute, The Squacren Leck litile netice ei tne amdversary.
It was Just anetner cay oi werk.

<34~DD: ‘lrree planes mace recce eve: LAE,

<38=CL: 4v x lWy¢ uemes anc <Y streling runs msue on C© barges
in LANGEMAK EAY by © e1 our planes. 3,175 X 25U &nu 7,50 X
Welt USeu 1l Wie operation &.s0,

<3y=BE: Six planes &riackea barges ana snipping in SAMOK
HAIBOK ana LABU LAGOON using &8 x LW# acmos, J,10W X 4OV &ano
P30 X e e

<41-CC: On one e1 iLne best barge hunting cays te cale, six
pianes cestleyec > Diklges ana prebably sank another in Lne meuln
0. wie MAPS nIVik, 4BW X OV &ana 5,70V X . besiges o8 x 1luuy
u“mes were expenceu in une task,



MONTHLY 10UIAlS

45 Missius

8> SOUILILES

ey 1N OF BUMBS DribF=b

iv,lw x ooV cal, AMMUNITION ciPeNUED
WU, W X e cale AMLUNIIION 2)FPidUZD



> Sept,

g Septo

lo Scpt.

1B Sapt..

<1 Sept,

<< Sept,

SaFickibBak 1)

<4{=G: Seven planes participatec in the paratreep eperatien
at NADZABE laying <8 x O# tanks el FS smoke te sereen the
operation, LABU ISLAID was given </UU X <5V &na 5UNU x U,
{( ine 1ellowing quetes cencerning lne mission alre irem the
gyun Squacren Uiery): "Amphibieus lanuings were maae on
several Deacnes some 1> miles Lo Lhe east o1 tne strip. (Laxn)
These lanuing weie successiul, though the Nips manageu Lo aamage
sevelral barges in lne 1irst wave, Qur seven planes, llying
out e1 Flril MO-LEY participatec in ithe paratieep lanaing
operations at NA. ZhE, west el tne Lit SThIF abeut ZU miles.
Our iignvers claimeo <y Nips out el Lie atiacking Jap
iermations, In & besutiiully itiumecu operation, tne b-i5's
went in arc bombeo ana straieqa Lhe .&muing area theroughly.
Close on their tails ciame tne A-<U's, laying smexe-scieens in
Liuee 8 OLS, lit Lrensporils—— o< stieng=— swepl in ever une
Lite LOpS, anc belore lhLe SmOKe Néa reachea Lhe grounc in all
Spols, Lhe paralroopers wele goling overboiru,., Sene 1,0lU wilh
Lnell eGuipment were quapes oul 1n & lew moxents. They lancea
wnolly witnout epposition anc took poussession o1 NADZAB
Alhwn(lE, Engineers that Jjumpea wiin Lhem went Le werk
immeciatiely amad in a lew Nours, Lrensports were lancing there,"
The 8Yih wes recermercea 1ol tneir split-secena
Liming witn whicn Lhe missicn wei run oll.

<50=CC: Six planes meue 33 1uns on Lne track soulh o1l
LAUPUI POINT arepping &8 x lUU; aemo$ anu using 365V X 5L anc
LU, 10U X 43U anc (1 X J42e

<56-@B: At extrene minimum altituce, Y planes nit LAE in
close suppert ( lUU yaras ) o1 al.lec Troeps. Jol X <Uy
1rags, 5,000 X OV ana 8,1W X ,)U were € penoeu,

<oU=BB: 9 A=<U's mace 4& passes on KALAL anc wWliall JSLANLS,
GwIopping 8L X <Uy Lrags &na expencing 2,80V X .oV L,sW
X o3V,

<03=CL: KALAL ISLAl'D agaln stislec oy { plancs using
20 x 1UU# aemes, 4,UdU X .0V and 8,45V X W, Every nut anc
village be.eivec Lo be aamaged,

<ou=CC: 7 planes mace 3> runs on LOGiA«-NG amo w.SUTISNG
VILLAGES , baaly cameging mest builaings by use eI >0 x 1§
aemes, 4,9% X U ana l<,00VU X J .



<> Sept.

<8 Sep!- .

28 Sept,

<o/=CL: & planes atiackec FINOUHAFZN aropping 64 x 1wy
Gemes, using <AV X ,OU ana S5BUV x 430,

<(U-BA: FINSUHAYEN ana MAPs HIVasK atiackec by & planes which areppec
20 X Ly aemes, 3,825 X OV ang 0,00V x .U, Twe barges ua.nsgea

anc treops seen strelea,

Z(u=BB: Tracks near MAF.. RIVEK were struck by & A=<U's which

arcppec o4 x lUUy demes in the Targetl &red anc used 9,550 X 5
ana o,4W X 43U,

MONTHLY 7T0TALS

v MISSIOS

&7 SCKITES

o> TONS OF BOMES J.idbPreb

30,18V X o5V cal, AMMWINTIION EXPLNUED
04y WU X U cal. AMMUNITION EXFENDED



1 Oct.,

G Cet,

10 ‘ct,

16 ety 2

17 “ct, 289803

19 Cct, 291Aas

2l Let, 294CC:

25 vot, 297aal

OCTOBER 1942

FIUSCHAFR and Taill 1SLAliDS were hit by 2 planes
which dropped 64 x 100+, expending 3,550 x .50
md 5,9(0 X Qw.

9 planes attacked SaliliZC using 9 x 100# and

9 planes dropped 72 x 100#, 4,545 x 50 and 7,150
X o3 on <13l 7/lilals, Une very large explosion
#as noted in the target arca,

otrip #2 at Cala GLULSULITLL was struck by 8
planes which destroyed 3 Dettys and 4 fighters
by dropping 41 x 100# and usinz 3,050 x .30
And 2,250 x +30. an was intense and accurate,
and several of our planes were badly hit, all
returned safely.

befense positions near Salulbans were hit oy 7
a-20hs and 2 a=20G's which released 7 x 2504,

56 x 100# and strafed with 7,100 x .50 and

6,930 x .30, Target was well beaten up and prop-
aganda leaflets dropped, This is the first mission
in wiich a~20G's were used and alsc the first
mission wherem expenditure of 50 caliber amo
exceeded that of ,3C caliber,

an unnared villa-e near SATZLBEIG was veryh-avily
damaged by 9 planes which dropped 49 x 100#, & x
2504 and expended 6,750 x 50 and 4,200 x .3C.
9 planes struck an unknown village on track to
Gal.lBid’ drop-ingz 19 x 7504, 32 x 100# and
strafing with 7,375 x .50 and 3,700 x .30,
LallCNA znd bank of the MASA«#shG RIVER were strick
oy 9 Planes which dror ed 32 x 1007 and 20 x 2504,
In strafing, €,750 x .50 and 3,800 x 30 were [ired,
@everal fires startea in target ares, Fropaganda
lcaflets -ere dropped,

EUWTELY TVTals
8 nluuidn’a
6L oliiTliee
“.3 :U-QJ A MIQ

1'06’..«6; X .5u idee Sndiridiiae skl i)

33,050 x #30 Gale &LULITION skrand



2 w07

9 Hov,

10 kov,

19 liov,

20 hovw,

21 Bov,

22 bov,

213 kov,

24, Nov,

3050C:

FFUT:

322882

323CC:

325an

327CCs

WUVt 1943

9 #a~20"s struck a staging erea near kada.s.G
alVat, dropping 29 x 300# and using 7,500 x
e50s #aps of this area were very poor and
targets difficult to locate,

11 a-20's escorted by 12 F-4T's attacked
ALEXTSHAVER STAIFS #1 and #2 dropping 43 x
5004 and expending 13,700 x .50, Fourteen
Jap planes con“irmed as destpoyed, Une large
fuel durp set afire 2nd one hangar hit by

L x 5C0i,s

Ten planes hit srounded aircraft at ALEXISHAVEN,
S3ix planes strafed and boubed with one Betty
destroyed and five other Jap planes damaged,
Sombs were dropped on coconut grove where 14
planes were dispersed, but damaze unsssessable,
2 borbs hit fueldump between the strips. 3% x
500s demos; and 15,000 x 50 were expended,

9 a-20's hit two bivouac areas with 31 x 300+ and
11.300 X 0500

HatD2iB ARG FUINT hit by 9 a=20's dropping
34 x 5007 on as pogitions and sinking one barge
th 5'650 x '50‘

11 planes struck kadahh(C, FIld and +4ArcO
Vilialad using 28 x 500¢ and 9,900 x +50.

walliiGal and AGU «IllalaS received 15 x 3004,
7 x 500# and 7,900 x «50 from 6 planes, Jeveral
fires started in villages,

6 planes hit JUANGANG, LOPGIG, and KULUNGTUFU
badlydamaging 4 new buildings and dropping 8

x 250#, 16 x 300# and strafing with 7,100 x .50
and & x 20mm, This was the first known instance
where A-20 type aircraft used 20mm weapons

against the enemy,

6 planes hit KALASA dropping 19 x 300 and
using 6,200 x .50,



30 kov, 33385: LA&Wia and nearby areas counbed and strafed by
11 planes which dropped 43 x 300# and used
1,600 x .50,

sk TUlY DITalo

11 KISolWis
9§ Sudlles

71.8 T3 Slnio DaGrFED

123,000 x 50 Cale awsUNITIUN EKFVDED
8 x 20mm, ALUKITICN EXPSIJED



1 »ec,

L Jec,

5 u‘-—'co

13 Dec,

1/ Dec,

=]
=

Uee,

16 dec,

19 sec,

N
( Y

Yec,

21 D':c.

3340

337ans

338an:

&
E,

~
31,6GG:

352Jd:

DICEMBER 1943

9 planes hit villages between Cais GaUFFas
and SUAGAN LAY destroying manyhuts by the use
of 26 x 3004 demos, and 7,200 x 50,

Junp area on <ahlGa alVed received the attention
of 12 of our a-20's which delivered 46 x 300s
and 16,250 X «50,

6 planes hit defense positions nezr .aklia,
dropping 20 x 300# and 8,100 x «5ve fhe target
was exceptionally well covered by bothboumbing
and strafing, fropaganda leaflets were also
iroppeds

Un the Dec, 7 of this year, it was the Allies
who were doing the bombing, and we did our
part in a routine but sgmpolic strike by 11
planes apainst suspected bivouac and xnown
dump areas between HUZIKA and 3IalU., The
attackers used 41 x 500# and 17,200 x .50,

12 planes dropred 47 x 3004 demos, and 12,100

X .50 on YaUIA.

aAnlUT FLAITATIG! on Cars bathlUS was hit by
12 planes whichused 46 x 500# and 12,630 x 50,

akalUT (LaliTaTIW was struck for the second tire
this dav, 11 nlan~e dropred 42 x 5007 and used
15,50‘: X 0500

€ planes made armed recco over ada.s area but
returned with allbombs and ammo,

divouac area on vals KING .IiLIakl was hit hard
byl2 planes drcpping 43 x 250¢ and 4 x 300#
demos, and expending 19,450 x «5Ue

12 planes bombed and strafed the coastline
between FULIs apnd SIGUL alV.as, dropping
propaganda leafl-ts along with 44 x 500« and
5““1“8 .ith l5,km X .500

544G and sdjacent villazes on GAFE GuUUoCuSTER
were hit by 1. planes which dro; ped propaganda
leaflets, 44 x 50U# and 14,200 x +50 were used,



22 Uec,

22 Dec,

23 bec,

24 bc.

24 Dec,

25 Dec,

25 Dec,

26 Dec,

27 Dec,

30 Jec,

31 vec,

35553

3558k

3561

3570

357kss

35211

3596G:

36LJd:

32 x 5004 demos and 13,150 x +50 were
expended on Lala GLUUCZSTit targets,
11 planes participating, &len barges
were badly battered,

CaPS CLOUCLSTIR hit the second time this
day by 13 planes dropping 49 x 5004
and firing 15,600 x .50,

Barge hide-out on Nembail.a alV.i very
thorougily bombed and strafed by 12 planes
dropying 4E x 500# and using 15,350 x +50,

Cals WAUvOSTadt struck b.',' 12 A-ZO'a wh.ich
ustd 47 x 250# demos, and 17,675 x «50.

11 planes hit barge hide-cut on Nasiaillca
&IVaR, damazing 3 barges and using 42 x 2508
and 19,500 X +50.

Talall on Calf GLOUCLSTER hit by 9 planes
dropping 33 x 250¢ and firing 17,150 x .50,

9 planes strafed and bocbed the area between
the DIICF and FULIE RIVERS using 31 x 2508
demos and 7,150 x .5‘00

12 planes hit HILLE6Q, 5LaGAT BaY using 45
x 2504 demos and B,7.5 x «5C.

12 planes hit an ammo dump on Jap sup ly
trail on Cali GLUUC.ST:zt using 46 x 500w and

15,37 x #50.

Troops near AT, LaliGLa struck by 1l a-20's
whichused 46 x 250/ demos, 15,300 x (50,
Target was very thoroughly covered by both
bombs and bullets,

Iroop concentrations were once againhit in
BUBCJ. 54Y area by 13 planes which used

48 x 250+ demos and 21,995 X #50,

22 miovsldio
157.1 T Resd Dtlsi ad)
305,0;!\3 b 4 .SL [V VoY ﬁ-:l:ulrj.\-:- SAFEIED.



STATISTICS PGt Yiak OF 1943

179 KISSIGKS

1076 SuiTics

LO%9, TUW Blals Dalrrsd

708,231 x o50 Cal. ALUNITIWN AXFEDLD
489,050 X o30 Cale abdUiililhi AkFEDLD
8 x 20mm, AMEWIITIGE akreiDid

7 x oL5 Calie abkli.TTGH EXFEULD



1 Jan,

A¥S
e

5
-

0 Jan,

13 Jan.

lo Jan,

21 Jan.

JANUALY 1o

1-l-1: 1l A-<U's attackea Treop conuentrailiens reported near
BOAGEN BAY area using 4U X ZOUf dewds and straling with 17,ULV
X +5U. All bembs were uroppea in Larget area.

<=8=1: In support ei SAIDOk lencing, 1> A=<U's bombea ana
stralea treck irom mouth o1 BIDING RIVEkK to MICk, 4Y x >UUF
gemos aroppec anu <1,00U X .V expenaca wnile streiing. Tne
tembing wae excellent,

s=h=l: Twe © plene 1lights atlackeu Largels at NAMURANUNGA anc
KCOK(PO MISSION in bombing anc straiing runs,These CAFE GAUFFRS
N.B., targets were nit with 45 X <5Uf aemes ana 19,000 x 45U,

o=B=1l: Striking une BS0GADJ IM=~FAMU VALLEY ROAD &t minluum &ltituce,
12 A=<U's aroppec 31 x <£5Uf dexes, 1) X AUy qemes ana expenaed
17, X 45U in straliing.

{=I=-1: Answering a reguest by grounc troeps ier strikes against
Jap gun positioms at AMALUT PIANTATION, ARAAE area, 1l planes
releasea 43 x U0F cemes, 4 X <5U7 aemos ana lirea 15,035 X OV,
All bombs but ene hit the uarget. Alinougn IFF wes eperating,
AL ICaN IST openea heavily witn accureile AR, hitting several
aircralit &nu causing one Lo Creésh-léru wilhoul causalties,

lu=D=1; Camps, staging areas anu the SIU MISSICN,SIC, New GUIN:A
receivec many hits wnen boumbeq anc streied by l< A-<U's, Two
tb=plane elements &ttacking in trail areppec 45 X <HUs aemes anc
expenaed 19,875 x .5V iu sireiing.

13=C=1: 13 A=<U's coverea tne BUBADJIM RO area irem BRIDCE #45
NC:.TH to ecean, bombing ana streiing camps, aump areas, &na briages.
4< X SUW# aemos ano L x <oUf aemo were aroppea, nine 1alling on

or near GOWI BhIDCE which wes camegea in the center, Weather
hamperec operations.

lo=C~l: In a strike along tne BOGALJIM rOAD, l< A=<U=G's nit
Camp &nu QuNp areas with 40 X <)UF cuemos &na L y9U K oDV,
Propagenue leailels weie alse aropped.

<l=E: Assignea the primary target o1 INDAGEN VIILAGE=- home o1
hestile KANAKAS whe nea cémbusheu & grounu patrol==-= 13 A=cU=G's
were 10rcec by weather Lo allack the seconoery objective o1

ROINJI, Striking in trail tne entire village was aestroyea in >

passes using 49 x S5/ aemes, 1 X Uy cemo, 2 X <5U; cemos &na

45,705 X +5U. Motion pictures were taken o1 the atlack which
wmas highly eiiective,



Z< Jan,

A Jan.

<0 Jan.

Z( Jane.

<9 Jan,

<<=)=1: Vhen snipping reportea oi: KOK(PO was not 1euna,
12 A-2U-G's mace lUUER hits on targets at IBOKI PTANTATICH,
aropping 0 x 250; acemos anc straling with 1%,30W x .5V,

<3=L=L: In close groung support operations, 1 A=<U-G's
struck pill-bexes &t NATAMU FUINT, atteacking singly in trail,
the planes meae o0 passes, using both skip-bombing ana cive-
bombing techniques, 01 5V X «<5Uf aemos aroppec, 45 hits were
mage, while 22,90V x 45U were expenakd streiing. Ground troops
reportec excellent bombing,

Zo=J=1: Ceeoruinating grouna-eir attacks fer the purpose ol
obtaining priseners, l< A-<U-G's bembec anu straled enemy
concentrations at OLU YAGOMI ano GALI with such excellent
results that < Japanese were taken ano meny killea. Substantial
nits mage using 47 x 5007 aemos, 2 x <507 aemos anc 17,960

x .Wo

27=G=13: Making 4 passes in wnich 43 x S0U5 cemos ana 4 X 250y
aemos were released ana 15,17) x .oV e pencea, lc A=<ZU=G's
struck AMELE FIATATION, gunning 1or resicence ana persen ot
a llip Lt, General—C.0. o1 the Macan g area Japs—-whose
hescquarters were reported Lo be there, Accurate beibing oi
tne AMcls MISUION was acnievea, tnouzh weather nincerea attack
ana observation,

<YuG=l: 1< A=<U=G's went aiter an eneny camp aiscoverec in
the CAPL BUSEING area by an ANGAU grounc patrol wrese leacer
rede in ine lean plane as guige, The attack was mace in <
t=-plane elements with unobservec results, 40 X 5UUs aemos, &4 X
<5U# aemos ana 19,0V x .5V were usec, Propaganca leallets

were also releasea,

MOMNTELY TOTALS

15 MISSIONS
189 SOKTIES
121 TONS OF BCMES . ki FED

280,005 X o5V eal. AMUNITION EPRDD



< Feb,

3 Febo

[ }Qb.

5 Feb,

¢ Feb,

¢ Feb,

Y Feb,

v Feb.

1c Feb.

FabilianY 194

u~B=2: Taking e11 1rom DUBODURA, 12 A=-<U~C's attackea NOBON(E
MISOION with 39 x 5UUF cemos, < x 25Ufxmemos ana 17,650 x .50
returning to new bese at NialZAD,

34=B=2: Failing to sight a reportea convey in tne HANSA BAY area,
1 A-20-G's attackea villages ana plantation between HAMSA POINT

ana ULIGaN HanBOR., Intense, accurete anc inaccurate AA encounterea
wrich holea several aircreit but all returnea salely, Releasea were
<9 X JUUF demos, 1 x 5V aemo and 1U,4W X 45U expenaea straiing.

Io=h=<3 Tecay, a barge lactery at MARISNEEW: receivea tne attentions
01 1l A-<U-G's whicn struck excelieni resulils, in Jj=s passes, using
b X 25U5 geaes, J3 x Wy aenos, < x SW# aelay cemos, 30 pereirags
ana 1lo,9% x ,5u.

Jo=h=<; Fellowing a renaezveus wilh a=<U's 1rom wWie &th ana lstn
Squearens, anmu E-<>'s irom the uoun Greup, l< A=2U's hit aump areas
&L HANSa BaY, straiea utne NUBIA STRIP ana atlackea tergets &t BOCIA
HAXBOR, One pass with two elements ©1 & planes in treil was maae
USINg &3 X SW# u-mos ana 15,000 X 450,

Ji=A=<3 Striking with elements el > and & planes aoreaest, 1l A-2U's
bombea ana sirefeq barges,snips,ana camps &t MUSCHU ISTANL, Several
planes were nolea by intense, accurcie M/G iire while pressing the
allack, A large number ¢l bar_es were SUnK Or qamkged., 30 X HUUH
cemos ana 15,0l x .5V were expenaea,

39=h=1l: Two elements in ectielon toteling lz planes struck aqump areas
at AL MISHAFEN, also hit #2 alk o.ndPe 1L,70V X .5V expenaed streiing anc
LU X SW demos were releasea,

4U=B=<: 12 A-2u-G's attackec enemy Lreop cencentretions 8§
KDWIKT VILLAGE between SIO ana CAIDOR making 3 passes in trail
ana aropping 46 X 5005 demos ana expenaing <U,Y<> X 45U,

Ll=—Z3 Wealner preventec the successiul completion ei tne

SATDUR AltZa N.G. recco missions attempteu by < A-<U's. Taking

011 separately the planes mage inuivigual sorties, but were lercea
Lo return to base, ene plane 1irst arepping & x >W: dexos

al IAD&NG.

<=L~39t Two pesses in wnicn 4< bombs anu 15,lU5 X % were
expenaec, were made by l< a=2U-G's Lo il suspeclec Warenouses at
Unwded anc Kaaal in WAIK LaSOCI ares, Also, ene grouncea Nip
lighter was siralea &na set aiire,



14 Feb,

1> Feb,

<1 Feb.

Zi4 Feb,

<5 Feb,

<0 Feb,

<Yy Feb.

ly=B-309: In an attack that completely swprisea tne
enemy, 1lU A=2U-G's in two S=plane elements abreast bombea
@nc sireled gun positions, LILY'S ana 1ighters en the strip
&t DAGUA DiOME, 72 x 1wy cemes were releasea, 1<,90W x WU
were expenaea alse, M/G 1ire was intense,accurate, ana
inaccurate epposea irom both enas e the strip, Heak
interception by l< Zihao ana OSCAS quring the return te the
base was broken e1: by gunners iire,

Lo=B=3U9: 1< A=2U~G's, stagea out o1 FINGCHAFZN because

o1 everlong uistance to tne target, attackea shipping in
EAVI=NG HakBUr. ‘Iwe waves o1 3 <-plane elements abreast
scorea airect hits on 1 FOX TARE CHARLLY ana < small SUGAR
CGrailIis=—- all leit burning=—- using 39 x 5W# demos ana
8,50V x U, Light ana Mecium AA Iire, mocerate Lo intense ana
accurale was encountered, curing which ; planes were nit, a
gumner wés wouncea also,

<l=B=3093 1< A=<U-G's took e11 1or a shipping search o1

HallSa BrY ana wonkK ares, ana to strike MaNa¥ ISLaNU,.Of
shipping iouna, 1 lugger ana < barges were aestreyea, < barges
GemkgoG. 4U X DUUF demos ana ll,UW x .5V, No camage resultea
irom tne enemy's heavy ana accuraile k. 1ire,

J4=n=2: (ne bombing anu Straiing pass mage by ll A=<U=G's in
Wwo colums ol j-snip Vees completec this mission av BUKIU
VILLAGE anc airstrip. &l x 5UU# aemos were releasea ano
13,200 x 5V expenaea,

2o=b~<: Striking at BUT AlinCMs, supply aumps, a~ positions
alspersal anu revetment areas anad grouncea planes, Y A=<U's
encountesed intense oul inaccurete Aa ilre. </ X S gemps
Wele aroppeu a@s Lne planes swepl Lne Largels 1n Lwo wWaves ol
&4 &nc > plane elements, Barges, lighters anu bombers on une
EfOuUnu wele MAL witn results obscure,

20=D=<3 4l x Wy cemos anu 13,/W X 5%V were usea in

maKing one p&ass &t Ak positions ana stores at BORAM ana “E7AK
Dr(AZS, Ak was intense,accurate ana inaccurate witn especially
neavy M/G 1ire. 3 planes were nit but all recuimea salely,

29=C+=; 1< A-<U~G's pombeq anc straiea stores, personnel ano
AA positiens at NUSIA VILLAGSE in the HANSA BAY eres, In tne
single pass mace, JY x HUUF aemos were relea@sea, Ll,/0u X ,5u
&lPo expenaed. ~4 1ire gic no vamage,



MONTHLY TUIAIS

1> MISSIONS

159 SORTIES

8,1l TOb OF BAS: LrlPPs)

180,575 x +5vV cal, AMMUNITION SCSNDED



11 Earch

12 kareh

i1, march

14 march

15 karch

17 Kawch

7

720G

75l

77-D:

bt 1944

Fressing the attack against the heaviest AA
fire many of the crew had ever seen, 12

A-20's made one pass in tww flights of =mix
abreast, drorping 42 x 500# on AA positions,
dispersal and wevetment areas and stores and
fuel dunps at KRAK STril. (ne TAY in warm-
up positicn at the end of the runwaywas hit and
set afire, Five of our planes were hit by LfG
and 20mm fire, several sericusly but all landed
safely, 20,585 x +50 expended strafing,

Stri-inz at SCulk STALF for the second day in

a row, but saving one bocbsper plane for a run
against eswal WISSIUs, 12 a=20's hit in

two flights of six each, a4 positions, dispersal
areas and personnel were the targets, several
of our rlanes were holed b intense aA fire

but all returned safely, 44 x 500 demcs and
23,100 x 50 expended,

Sliwl L1laiTalTlls slashed by 10 a=20's in

two waves of 6 and 4 abreast, Two planes
aborted due tcengine troucle enroute to tar:et,
38 x 5004 dropped and 14,600 x .50 expended,

Vil dumps were hit by 12 a=20's in one pass
at WialiDl FLaiTaT1U: as 48 x 500¢ demcs were
released and 15,100 x .50 used strafing,

with 12 a=20's taking off, out one aborting,
EALnIaU VILLaGE was thoroughly bombed and
strafed withunassessed results, dnemyfighters
were in the vicinity but no interceptions were
attempted as attacks were made onluggers in
the harbor, on jettys and the village, koderate,
light AA fire--20mm and h/G=—encountered over
the target, Une plane was holed 61 times, with
others hit,and two gunners wounded slightly,
all planes returned safely, 38 x 250# were
dropped and 10,900 x .50 used strafing,

Storehouses and huts well strafed and combed
at KOG FLATATIU a8l12 a=-20's without
opposition released L4 x 500# demos and fired
20,200 x o50, desults inassessdble,



18 iarch

19 &arch

20 warch

21 karch

22 narch

25 warch

7e=ls

79¥F:

75-L:

Rl

o

LW
L
.

BRANDI FLANTATIWN attacked by 12 a-20's

with unknown resultes as 48 x 500# and

13,400 x .50 were unloosed, ‘ne ship holed
by bomb frags but zll planes returned safely,

12 A-20's hit aa posftions, stores and personnel
areas =t Vais alik, 4n one pass, two waves of

€ planes abreast dropped 43 x 500#F in target
arza and strafed using 19,900 x .50, Heavy

an fire holed one airplane,

Sant out against a convoyestimated at acout

5 naval and merchant vessels, plotted ab.ut

70 miles ki of wisak, 11 a-20's spotted their
prey and pressed the attacke Striking in 3-
plane elements in trail, our planes used 15
bombs in sinking one corvette, a beam attack
was theén made on a FUX Tads Charlls, 17 bombs
being dropyed, with 4 direct hits, 1 probable,
and 12 near misses, causing the shiptosink.

A corvette just sunk by 5-25's was thoroughly
strafed, 4 total of 32 x 500# and 10,900 x 50
was expended, ‘ne a~20 piloted by Lt, Scloc,
under whicha bomb was seen to burst while over
the target, made a forced landing some 20 nmiles
away, # life raft with one person aboard was
located near the wreck and rescue forces notified,
(Lt, Soloc was later picked up, his crew
however was lost in the ditching operation,,

10 a~20's made one pass at SuaWI FLAITATIU.
irop ing 36 x 500+ and strafing with 11,000
X «50, stesulis unassessed,

in a successful operaticnagainst shipping in the
dBuAK vicinity, 10 ~-20's wade runs on two
barge luzrers near «allo ISlalide Une lugger was
sunk by our glanes, while 5-2§'s attacking at
the sa. e time apparently got the other, Bomb
blasts from 5-25's holed 2 a=20's, axpended
were 35 x 500F and 12,600 x .50,

9 a~20'3 struck Cara »wi with 36 x 500s and
14,700 x .50, Dombs dropped substantizllyin
tlie target area.



27 karch €7-B: Cafs wli and bridge on wadT Slus hit by
8 a~20's using 32 x 500# and 1,300 x .50,
dridge destroyed,

31 karch 9l=a: Sombs were seen to burst on 5§ large ware-
houses as 9 &-20's mauled Jap personnel
and storage areas on LUoCilU ISLaiiDe
attacking 9 abreast, our planes dropped
80 x 100# para-demos and fired 15,500 x
+50, Damage unassessed,

LONTHLY TCTALS

14 KISSIWS
151 SOATI.S
129 TUNS BCLBS DRUFPED

226,700 x .50 CAL. AUNITION =XPziDED



oPAlISTICS THRUUGH LaitCH

L, KI1SSIWis
L99 SURTIwS
378.1 Tviiv cuabo LalrisD

-oUo=



PART III

AWAEDS AND
DECORATIONS



DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

Hall, Jonald i,, Colonel
srith, James d,, Captair
-’-‘3119:” -‘-I"th‘u!‘ Go’ I‘v’“;-'to



SILVER STAR

TSN LA

'".'ﬂllll"ﬂllll"l"lllll"!lll""

iwnnn, Charles 3,, Captain
“art €T, Georse il B ;:-."t,&i..-"l
Klatt, Fred .., “aptair
L.r'wr, sdwa

ird L, Captair
“etri, Christian “r., sajoer
-31:"nre, ulex, id,, }st. L
mith, James £,, Captain
Palley, Thomas ¥,, “aptain
iebt, vares H,, Jgte
est, loun iey 1St. M,

right, Ivan &,, T/ozt,
Jogwell, iilary &,, «fort,
Srown, Hayes J,, Captain
Clark, Glen «,, kajor
vonn, John V,, vaptzin
*uood, Jonald &,, kajor
*hall, <onald &,, wvolonel
azyo, “harley H,, Captain
Lontagano, &dmund D., 1st. L
Sennews ) --rnest. Pe, ~ajor
Jl:o., Jonn “,, qu Te
Joloc, Jokn, lst. Lt.

*also received Lak Leaf

Cluster to the Jilver Star

R



LEGION OF MERIT

heszler, «dward a,, kajor
i_-:"‘.uer, -~obert Do’ lst. 'i‘to
korgan, Jack, «/5gt.
ilobinson, Garland v., Lajor
Senn, Carvin Y., &/5zt,
Sevecik, Louis F., &/5zt.
dard, Lenneth G,, &/5gt,

SOLDIER'S MEDAL

Seavers, alonzo J., Col,
ackerman, dussel H,, Sgt,
Clark, alfred L., 5/5zt.
Conner, Georpe 4., 1lst, Lt,
Crist, idgar b., T/Sgt.
Jones, Alonzo v,, T/3:t.
LeClair, John, Ffc,

Laver, iobert U., 1lst, Lt,



LEGION OF MERIT

Leszler, udward a,, kajor
Lauer, <obert U,, lst, M,
korgan, Jack, «/Sgt.
{obinson, Garland v., Lajor
Senn, Carvin Y., */5zt,
Seveik, Louis F,, &/5zt.
dard, tenneth G., &/3gt,

SOLDIER'S MEDAL

Beavers, alonzo J., Col,
ackerman, dussel H,, Sgt,
Clark, alfred L., 3/5zt.
Conner, Georre 4,, 1lst, Lt,
Crist, ddgar bL,, T/Sgt.
Jones, Alonzo J., T/5:t.
LeClair, John, Ffc,

Laver, iobert D., 1lst, Lt,



AIR MEDAL

licb'lin, apthur i,, 3/5:7t,
Fowell, Darrell L,, 5/5:t.

fhlls, +illiam co, T Sl;t. i
Salmtcrﬂ, &lexander R'o, 1lst, &t,

#Talley, Thomas F,, Capt.
Yerger, idwin J., 733%
Sess, 6eorge F.y 3/3¢gt.
Senfar, George Ko, ""/";:to
#Crasswell, Gettys F., 3/5gt.
Brown, Charles 5., Cent,
Srown, Hervey M., Capt.
Junbar, i‘oger dey capt.
Fom’ arvil I‘o, 1lst, Lt.
Fox, Joseph, 5£3gt.

Higgins, Yohn K., 3/3:t,
kendrach, Faul, lst, &t,
Klatt, Frdd ., Capt.

*.arion, Herbert »,, 5/3gt,
Bonis, kark J,, 3/Sst.

. Collins, iobert F., 5/ogt,
Hagenbuck, Samuel C,, 3/5gt.
Hughmanick, Douglas 3., Capt,
Jenko, Frank J., S/3zt.

*Denotes an Uk Leuf Cluster
to the air kedzl,



K J R,. 3/3gt,
Ahonchaptponald, s 2 L0Et
“#Liller, laymond, 2nd, Lt,
“*Lonroe, Horace 3,, Capt, _

Lentarano, Zdmund D,, 1lst. *t.
*doore, Joseph ., dajor

sorgan, +i1liam &,, 1lst. .,
*Lorris, George =,, 3/5pt.
wosley, icbert L,, 1st, Lt,
*leel, +/illiam ., Capt, _
*llelson, Lelvin L,, 1st. Lt,

lenneman, ~rnest 2,, lajor

Kycum, dcbert «,, Crl.,
#Ulheal, Seorge 7,, lst, i,
*Upp, 4ill J,, E/3gt,

*Fack, Lawrence H,, 2/3cts

Felo, Harlold 1., 3/ast.
*thillips, Fronk k., 3/5gte
*Tillips, James Y., Yre, 9/9gt.

10010, vamon \;o, Q/SEto

Frochnicki, Joseph L,, 9/3:t.
*ajichordson, adword &,, 1lst. &,

dozers,demes -,, 3/5gt.
*“Ot'.‘-n, 5?.!'!‘81‘.?. “ay 1st. Lt.
*agtlend, dix., lst. L,

Scott, Lewis &,, 3/3gt.

Setterstett, Uonald d,, Fvt.

Shuckleford, Jesse B,, 3/3gt.
*3nallenberger, Clark 3., 3/3gt.

Sherman, -illiam K,, 5/5gt.

*Sibilia, Joserh F,, 3/5st.
~ilva, Sylvester &,, Sgt,

Simon, John H,, $/5pt.

Smith, Ralph 2., 1st. Lt
*3cloc, John, 1st. Lt,
*Sonnabend, Harold .., 9/3rt.
*Jorensen, fubert T,, 3/57t.
“upancler, lowell G,, 3/5rt.
#wuor, =dmund C,, “apt,

Taft, Georme C., 3/3st.

Tarlor, archie &, </ipt,
“Taylor, Floyd -.,, </Sgt.

“venctes an Jak Leaf Cluster
tc the air aedal,



_ Kester, Donald %,, 1lst, lt,
“"king, /zlter 3,, Lajor
«orrill, Yonald H,, 3/Szt.
¥almos, Feter G,, Capt,
SFtolomey, Janes ’:., S/ozt.
ﬂcading, Thomas Jo, U‘Pf-o
dupp, albert G., 5/“_8“"-.
Sakosky, Joseph K., 9/3gt.
Schaeffer, Fred &,, S/5gt.
Strouse, dovert L., Capt.
Truesdale, Harvey U., Capt.
uatkj_n., jog d, S/Sgt.
*“i.lson, Karion ﬁo, 1st, th
wuikers, George L,, lst. Lt,
andersocn, Charles J., Capt,
Bak‘, liayo J., 1ste. Lto
.>ell, Zruce K., 2nd, Lt,
Berube, Robert E., Sgt.
Black, #illiam F. _ D'gto
Dlackbum, Harry f r., T/3gt.
3occhino, Ceasar F., 5/5gt.
_Boswell, Hilary &«,, =/3gt.
. "Bowen, Ceorge L., 3/3gt.
“""Bpown, Hayes, D,, Uapt,
Zryant, Leredith F., 3/57t.
Burk, Grealie 4., S5/5gt.
_Burke, albert G, vr., lst. “t.
;Clark, "med j‘o, ";/';E'_-t-o
“"Clark, doger a,, 3/vzt.
Clevents, «dolphus T,, 5:t,
Cline, Joserh H,, 3/3¢t.
Cock, Darke L,, Sgt.
tcm’ J)hn Co’ Cap‘bo
JCreig, Jack 3., lste lt,
" Sunningham, hack, 3/3gt.
“04, Jdobert l,, kajor
«~gelhofer, Haymond #., Capt.
field, John U,, lste it.
*?izzam, Thomas, 5/3gt.
s Olse, James L,, Lapt.
Fones, «~illiam &,, “apt.

*Denotes an lak beaf Cluster
to the air kedal,



Ford, Clyus L,, 5/5zt.
Forman, Yernon T., 9/Sgt.
*Fowler, «illiam ~,, lst, i,

Gann, George L,, Ffc.
*GCeirus, John J., 3/Sgt.
Gilson, John 1., 5/5zt.
Glcsup, dOben R. Jr:, S/s,":t,.
#*%Gormely, Thomes a,., lst. Lt,
Hagan, Joe, 3/5zt,
Hall, Domald F., Cole
#Hall, George J., Sgte
“*feyer, .Jalter L,, Lajor
#Hjckam, Z1liot, lst. lt.
lumphrey, Jimmy L., T/oct.
Johnsen, Gecree L., 3/37t,
“Jobhnson, Geerge ., ort.
"{ngsm, Gleﬂn ;-"..’ ‘slbgtv.
Felly, Jobn G,, Capt.
-""-1att’ JOhn. Jgt‘o
“Langley, #illiam J,, Carpt,
*Larkin, Prancis J., ffc,
“*Lemoyne, James H,, 5/ozt,
“Lettsome, .arren L., Szt.
Lindsley, Sidney F., 3/5ct/
Lockwoodd, George s 9r., lst. it,
Loftus, iichard #., lst, it,
“Lorton, wilford T., 9gt.
lLuttrell, Jumes 4., 9/3gt.
~Lyon, #isden 4., lst. &t,
Lysek, Victer ¢., T/5gt.
*wcinwoy, James L., Capte
s.cFadden, Jamuel .., Capte
h-aam, -_-alt.eri Lo, lste Lt,
**laki, Ueorge ., lst. &t,
lanzella, raul J., 9/5ct.
¥iarlar, larry w., 9/Sgt.
*arricle, Thomas «., 3/3zt.
Laerall’ nlmﬂs J., 1st, Lto
Larsinek, vteve, Fic.
“hartin, -eddell <,, Cart,
-‘hatt_';OOﬂ, Cl&ir E.’ 3/’3::t¢
ayo, Charley },, Cart,
#Leadows, bilten 3., 3/Sgt.

e

#Jenotes an Cax leaf Cluster
to the ~ir Ledal,



#Taylor, John F,, lst, it.
*Iaylor, bark «,, Sfogt.
*Jukelic, idade, Lapt,
uat'd, Lenneth Go, fo.
""“-'alterS, Leland Ho, lst. *t,
weidler, ira J,, #/C
+entz, f’l‘a.n}: ﬁo, a‘gto
**mite, Thomas Lo, 5gt-.
*.i1lock, Faul =,, S/3zt.
sitten, uesley ., 9/9zte
*uclfer, aillard co’ 5/531’“
wright, Sdound A,, Capt.
®upicht, wade h,, 1/S7t.
*{aniga, andrew 5., 9/3gt.
fenoska, &itchel G., Cpl.
Zahn, Edward F,, S5/8zt.

*Jenotes an CUak Lezaf Cluster
to the air Yedal,



PURPLE HEART

Erown, Charles 9,, Capt,
Uwens, Claude, ffc,
‘owell, Darrell L,, 3/5gt.
Talley, Thomas ¥., Capt,
Rester, Donald 5,, lst. &t,
Reading, Thomes J., Capt,
Beatty, Joseph #,, 5/3gt.
Serube, fobert 5., 3/Sgt,
Bocthino, Ceasar F,, 5/5qt,
Clements, adopphusT,., Sgt,
*COC‘."., 5‘.!!‘1-:e Lo’ s':to
Cunningham, kack, 3/5¢t.
*Folse, James L., Capt.
?C'r'j, ‘*]:'us Lo’ a/‘:f_'t.
Forman, Vernon T., Ibgt.
Hagan, Joe, S/<rt.
*‘;'111, Jonald 1’.' Col,
Hupphrey, Jimmy L., T/5gt,
Sohnson, George L., 3/5st,
Jones, 4lonzo Y., {/ost.
Larkin, Francis, J1, ifc,
Lanzella, faul v., 3/3zt.
Larsinek, Steve, Ffc.
karo, Charley K., Capt,
~essick, Turner ¥,, Cart,
konroe, liorace 3,, Capt,.
Lontagano, Ldmund B,, lst, “t.
%orris, CUeorge 4., 9/S5gt.
lenpeman, <rnest 2., kajor
Utleal, George F,, lst, M,
relo, Harold I., 3/9gt.
Aoy, “rnest V.,ozt.
#utland , #icks, lst, +t,
Silva, Jylvester B,, ogt,
Simon, John R,, 9/9gt.

*also received Uak Leaf Cluster
to the rurple Heart,



*Smith, Kenneth L., 5/3rt.
Soloc, John, lst. It,
Sonnabend, Harold W., 5/Sgt.
Suit, Charles F., 8/3gt.
suor, Zdmund C, f c&ptao
Taylor, Archie H,, S/Sgt,
Vucelic, Hade, Capt,
+ebster, Jilliam H,, 1st, Lt,

#*iillock, Paul K., 5/5gt.
-right, :Aimund “hay Cam.
Zahn, “dward F,, 3fgt,

#4lso received Lak Leaf Cluster
to the Furple Heart,



PART IV
APPENDIX



Assigned irom the YUth Bombarament Squaaron:

Captain Kermit Douglas Stevens
S/Sgte Avril L,Foreman

Assignea Ifrom the ljth Bombardment Squaaron:

S/5gt. Walter N.lUsaberry

S/Sgt. Charles B,Jamkson

Sgte AM 1 Cl Michael Hembree

Cpl. Frea M.Hoverts

Cple John W.Slatten

Cple James H.LeMoyne

Pvt, 1 Cl Spec 5 Cl Denala L,Devlin
Pvt, 1 Cl Spec 4 Cl Frank A, Hacine
Pvt, AM 1 Cl Columbus G.Pelham

Pvt, Shellie H.Green

Pvt, Frea T,Coay, Jr.

Pvt, Getiys F.Bruswell

Pvt, Jessie Brown

Pvt, Loy H.Comer

assignea irom the 8th Bombarament Squaaron:

T/Sgt. Joseph G.Fearson

T/bp teiilliam Cewelner

S/Sgt. Lharles E.Bresee

Sgte AM 1 Cl Jocoarow i{,Gentry

Sgte AM 1 Cl Laurence J,.Brogan

Sgte Bexter C.ialters ( appointed lst Ser eant <Li=l=4l)

Cpl. AM 1 Cl Theoaore KeSmith

Cpl. AM 1 Cl Hughey D.Cathey

Fvt, &M 2 Cl Howara i,Deal

Pvt, 1 Ul Spec 3 Cl Lawrence H,rack
Pvt, 1 Cl Spec 4 Cl Karie C.kagee
Pvi, 1 Cl Spec 4 Cl Shelby L.lanne.

Pvt, 1 CL Spec 4 Cl Garwin U.Senn
Pvt, 1 Cl Spec o Cl Daviua i.Derbes

Assignea 1rom Hq ana Hq Squadren, jra Bombarument Group

Pvt, 1 Cl opec 4 (1 Hobert Heynolas



Pvt, 1 Cl Thomas Le Blanc

Pvt, 1 Cl Frank D.Lowrey

Pvt, Spec o Cl kichara .J.Henarix
Pvt, Zrnest B.Hanceck

Pvt, ./age P.Cole

Pvv, 1 Cl Spec 5 Cl Koy L.Eaves
Pvt, Spec 5 Cl Alliam C.ialls
Pvt, James H,Cole



SPabai CAMAID Or'y

I-Captain Kermit Douglas Stevens
1 Jamuary 1l9%l- 9 May 191

II-dajor Leon ii.Jonnson
9 May ly4l- O August 1941

III-Captain nobert I.rletcher
9 August ly4l- < September lyyl

IV-Captain Vharlies H.Craig
< September l94l- 1Y Jamuary lys<

V-ilajor Donala P.Hall
19 January lyy2- 1y Novembe r ly42

VI<ajor Christian retri, Jr,
19 November 1942- 15 February 193

VII-Ma jor Glen ¥.Clark
13 February 1943= 27 May 1943

VilI-Captain Denala E.Goea
27 May 1lyu3=- 6 October Lyus

Ii<dajor Emest B.Nenneman
© Ccteber lyyi~ 13 November L9

X-Ma jor Joseph LE.Moore
18 November lyiji= 8 March 1y

XI-kajor Hobert N,Dow
8 March 1944=
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691H -QuBARLEELT S UALKON (L)
b EV.EarU&ENT GROUFP (L) aaF

AP0 93
10 Hovember, 1942.
History ol ailr Force Urganization in sustralis,
Leaiyuarters, ?ift‘n a. > Foree, ~°U 9z3s

In compliance with aG\31l4.7 Ietter; Your dieadyuarters, .ubject
2 Jloveroer, l7,.c, the Iollowinz report is submitted on this

organization:

a.

~Gth Loubarduent Luuadren (Light,, 3rd Zorbarument Group { .isght),
left Savennali army «ir lase, cavannah, Teorgla on Januwry 1%, 1542,
for port of esbarsation, Lan Frencisco, Ualiforisa, and denarted
frea sawe on Janusry 31, 19.2,

Shuatron and 3roud arrived in sustrélla &l Erispbane on February
25y 1942,

camp ascot, Srisbane, .1d, Townsville, .12, Charters lowers, .1d,
sach to Townsville, .14, Port .oresoy, liew Guinea,

1st Lieut., (Low Hajor ) Duise b P, 1all, U=3:1c%0 vo date.

Unon arrivel in ausirslia Luls orzanizetion :&a 12 LIlicers and
145 anlisted .en e ol ULis personnel a.oroxiately Ju. scre
Loorougnly trainea,

Tne Luyuadron was sent from Jamp ~Scot, Zrisbane, -4 vo Townsvil e,
A, deren 1o, 1942 ama guarterea at Gartutt ..erodros wuere they
greund crewec and servicea L-1Y aireraft belonging to the 19thu
Bombarament Troup, wshich were flying missions over llew Guinea

and were minus thelir own oersonnel. The Suuadren received comsen=—
dation [rou sleza.uarters, Southern Zosber Group sisned by ICiazl

e windUniasl, tajor, air Corps Comuanding; jor assisuing in maine
taining a ost rigeorous Ilight scredule which causev extensive

Le e Lo uhe eneny., ahen the 19tn Zorberdoent Groups round

crews arrived Lo tere over tre servicing of utheir aircrait, the
SUEsron Was rellieved ang rejolined the Third Tcoubardament Jroup

at Cherlcrs Towers, .1d on ‘areh Jjl, 1% <. slthougn tie air
ecuelon sersonnel was wiun tne sjusuron continuocusly, tae S usarcast
eirplanes, vype a=ei=-a, Gid ot arrive until .oril 21, 194% wonen
ouxrations cowwencea. i€ S ueuren cdeparted iron Juurters lowers,
1d, august 11, Lliuz ser Cervices of cup:ly wvessnt Urder lic. 15,
dated 11 sujust, 1 w2, aezu uarters, Unitec .teles gy Loutnwest
facilic ares, dase Section no. 2, a..b. Y22, and was stationec

% araSLIong Saudock, Jownsville, .ld widile awsiting .urther omisrs,



distory of sir force (rpenizatin in sustralie, Lontinuea, -~age 2,

he air echelon remained at Charters lowers, 1d tc Jjoin the Jyuadron
upon arrival at their new vase. Wn ~ugust 17, lvic the orzanizecion
emuarsed for Port .coresty, ..ew Tuinea, per .ovement Urder llo, 1l:, iy.,
Un ted Ltates «rmy Services of cup Ly, Southwest raciiic area, sase
Seciion no, =, 'C 522 dated august, 17id and made cawy ot Kila aero-
urone, oitherwise anown &s vuree mi.e strip., .ere the air ecnelon
rejoinea tne Suuadron., :he =9th Zoapardsent Souadron (Light), 5ru
Coaberduent Iroup [Lizht) was redesiznated oith ronbear:.ent Squadror (D),
3rd “cabaricent Zroup (U, witiout change of siuticn or assinsent
ser .ar Degartuent saciezran i'n Zele, deted 29 Seplember, lypyz amd
Géneral urder Yo, 12, Heuduuarters sifth ~ir Force dateu 1 Uciuoer,
1G4z {Secret), |he a=ZU=a's Lave been very elizctive in sround
straiine ol eneay Lrou s andc ground positions and have hac & fair
share in tne ueieut of Lie enewy wilensive Lowarus ort .oresoy. 7The
Squadron ras oveen in compat lur eigat mont.s, and néas been oifiicially
creditea with the destructlion oi 17 enemy =ircralt, witaout los:c of
an, aircrait or nersonnel.

Qo € WL

Dosall P, Hall,
“ajor, ~ir Coros,
vonmand ing.
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89TH HOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (L)
3RD SOMBAKUMENT GROUP (L)

18 MAr L4.

UNIT HISTOUXY FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY

Changes in organizavion: No changes.
Streagun, commissioneu ana enlisvea:

(a8, 1isv o1 monun; Officers: 37

Enlisveu Men: <34
(b) HWet increases or decrease each month: Increase: (fficers; 3

Bnlisted Men: 14

(¢) &nd of moath; Officers: 40U

Enlisted Men: 248
Stations (pera or temp, of units or parts thereof, (sShow place and
APU 0. Js

(a) Date of arrival at each stations
May 20, 1943, arrived at Dobodura, N.G., APU 503.
February 3, 1944, arrived at Nadzab, WN.G., APO 713, Unit 1.

(b) Date of departure from each station:
February 3, 1944, departed from Dobodura, i.G., .FO 503.
Training:
(a) Adrcraft, numbers, types, serviceable and not. 1st of mouth and
end of moatih:

A20G - 16 planes, 16 serviceable, 1 Feb 4.
a2UG - 23 planes, <3 serviceable, 29 Feb 4Lk.

(b) Number of trained and untrained pilots and crews, nuuber of crews,
etc:
Trained Pilots: 25 on 1 Feb 44; 29 on 29 Feb Li.
Trained Crews : <5 on 1 Feb i4; 29 on 29 Feb Li.
Untrained Pilots and Crews: None.

(¢, Folicies for treining pilots and crews: Bombing and strafing
prioctice carried out on island in local lake. Daily forwation

flyiog.
(d) Remarks (or other pertineat data,: None.
Group Commanding Officers: No Change.
Squadrou Commanding Officers; No Change.



Unit History for Konth of Februery, 8yth Bowb Su (L), 18 Mar k4.

7. Outstanding missions:

(a
(.J
&

J

Ch

£

(&)

(&)

(5

Type: Houtine kission.
Target and location: Wewak, liew Guinea.

#Supporting what cawpaign and/or battle?

Date: 6 PFebruary, 1944.

humber and types of aircraft used: 12 4-20G.

Nuwaber and weight of bombs and ammunition expended: 38 x 5w Lb.
boabs- 19,000 pounds; 13,780 rounds .50 calibre amuunition.

(1) Dropped on target: All vombs in target area.
(2) Jettisoned: None.
(3) Brougnt back: Noae.

Interception:

(1) WNo. and types of enemy planes; lNone.
(2) Method of attack: lNone.
(3) Results to enemy planes; lione.

Results obtained; 18 barges, 3 Luggers, 1l Sugar Charlie boumbed
and strafed, 2 fuel fires started and machine gun positions
silenced.

Type: Routine Lission.
Target and location: Dagua Airdrome, wWewak, New Guinea.

é:; #Supporting what campaign and/or battle?

(e)
(L)

(&)

(a)

a;'
&
(&)

Date: 14 February, 194i.

Number and types of aircraft used: 10 A-20G.

Number and weight of bombs and ammunition expended: 78 x 10U Lb.
bombs~ 7,800 pounds; 12,965 rounds .50 calibre ammunition.

(1), Dropped on target: all bombs in target area.
(2) Jettisoned: None.
(3) Brought back: Noue.

Interception:

(1) No. and types of enewy planes: 12 Zexes.
(2) kethod of attack: From > and 6 y'clock.
(3) Results to euemy planes: lione.

ilesulits obtained: 2 lilys, 1 Saily destroyed on ground, o Tonys,
2 Zekes, and 7 unserviceable planes damaged: Machine gun positions
silenced and gas dumps set on fire.

Type: Routine Wission.
Target and location: Kavienyg, liew Ireland.

*Supporting what campaign and/or battle?

Date: 15 Pebruary, 1%4kL.
Number and types of aircraft used: 12 A-20G.

-2-



Unit hHistory for koath of February, &yth Bouwb Sq (L), 16 kar L.

(f, Humber and weigut of bombs and ammunition expended; 44 x 500 Lb.
bombs~ 22,00 pounds; 8,400 rounds .5V calibre ammunition
expended.

(1) Dropped on target: all bowbs in target area.
(2) Jettisoned: None.
(3) Brougat back: Noae.

(g Interception:

(1) No. and types of enemy planes: lNone
(2) uMethod of attack: lone.
(3) Results to enemy planes: lLione.

(h) Results obtained: Direct hits on 1 Sugar Charlie, 1 Sugar Buker,
and 1 Fox Tare Charlie; zas druws on jetty; China Town; Kavieng
Town, kusa Island, Musauk Island; Selapin Island, causing fires
and explosions.

(a) Type: Routine mission.
(B) Target and location: But Airdrome, jiewak, lew Guinea.
(3) #Supporting what campaign and/or baitle?
(d) Date: 24 February, 1944.
(e) Number and types of aircraft used: 10 A=20G.
(f£) Number and weignt of bombs and ammunition expended: 27 x 500 Lb.
bombs~ 13,500 pounds; 6,890 rounds .50 calibre ammunition

expended.

(1) Dropped on target: all bombs in target area.
(2) Jettisoned: kone.
(3) Brougnt back: lone.

(g) Iaterception:

(1) ho. and types of enesy planes: jone.
(2, Method of attack: iloae.
(3) Kesults to enemy planes; kone.

(h) Results obtaineda: 1 airect hit on loaded barge and 9 loaded
barges strafed. Y twin enginea planes and 5 fignters strafed.
A/a positions silenced, supplies strafed, and entire area
damaged.

% All missions in support of New Quinea Campaign.
&. Eneny aircraft and shipping:
(a) Destroyed: aircraft: 24 on ground; in air: loue.
Shippiug: 31 Barges, 3 luggers, 5 Sugar Charlies

bombed and strafed.
(b) Frobably uestroyed: Adrcraft:; Koane.

-3 -



Unit History for Woutn of February, 8Yth Bomb 5¢ (L), 18 Mar 44.
9. Losses in action, officers, eniisted men, and aircraft: None.
1U. Present mewbers who distinguished themselves in action:

(a) Zngagement or mission: Noue.
(b) Kames: None.
(e) Action: koue.
(d) awards: Distinguished Plying Cross for 50 combat missions.
ilst Lt HORACE B. MUINROE, 0-888783, GU #99, Hy, Fifth Air Force,
18 PFebruary, l1l9iiL.
1st Lt GSORGE P. CALDWELL, U-G88790, GO #99, Hg, Fifth air Force,
15 Pebruary, l194L.

1li. Photograpns of percounel, important scenes of eveunts, etc. of airdromes,
aircraft, targets, eneay shipping, etc: kNone available.

12. Narrative report: See attached sheet.

M \\ N
ROBZRT N. DOW,
Captain, Adr Corps,
i Incl. Comnancing.
Incl 1. Narrative Report.



89TH BOLBARDMENT SQUADRUN (L)
3i) BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

APO 713, Unit 1,
15 Mar 4.

NARRATIVE REPORT

buring the period 1 February to 3 February, 194k, the s uadron was
engaged in preparation for movement frow Dobodura to liadzab, New Guinea.
On 3 February, lL4, s.uadron personnel and ejuipment was moved by air
from Dobodura and arrived at lladzab on the same date. Usual cowbat
operations in support of the New Guinea Campaign were carried out before
and during the move, which involved bombing and strafing of enemy targets
at liewak, New Ireland, and adjacent islands, without loss of personnel or
serious damage to equipment. During the period 4 February to 29 February,
1944, the squadron continued combat operations and construction of camp

W0

BERT ke DO,
Captain, Air Corps,
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89TH BUABARDVENT 5. U~DaOi (L,
>l BULBADLENT GlUF (L)

aFU Ti3, Uit 4,
b | ugfri.‘. iedi o

ValT dIoTVnL Fuin LOSTH UF AaliCH
Cnanges in organization: 0 chauges.
Strengtl, cowussioued and eudisted;

(&) 4st of wontu: uificers: &3
auiisted wen; 240

(b) et incresses or cecrease eacu moutlis Jacresse; puilsted Leu: 1o
Lecrease; Ufricers: 2
(¢) Zua of wontn: Officers: 4l
Lnliisted Len: 256

Stations (perm or tewy., of units or parts thereof, (Snow piace aud
d‘u :\0."

(a, Date of arrival at each station: Ko cnange.
(B) Date of departurs from eacn sLatlon: Lo cuan.e.
Treining:

(&) aircraft, ousbe.s, types, serviceabie and not. Uist of monti and
end of montn:

420G = 23 planes, 25 serviceable, 29 Pebruary 1Y.4.
adlG = 13 planes, 13 serviceabie, 31 Marcn ly44.

(b) humber of trained and untrained pilots and crews, uuwber of crews,
etc:

Trained Filots: &9 on £y Feb 4lhy; <8 ou 54 kar L.
Traiued Crews: <Y on <Y Feb uhy; <5 ou 31 sar k.

Untraineu rilous ana Crews: None.

\¢, Folicies for training ;iiols aud crews; Doabiug and strafing
prectice carriec out ou island in local iaxe. Forsation practice,
woen tectical situation peruwits.

(d) mewarks (or otuer pertiueut date,: koue

Group Coumanding ufficers: L0 change.

Sqyuaaron Commanding ufficers;

(a) hame and mank: Hobert k. Dow, Captain.



Unit distory for wontn of larcn, &yth Bouwb S (L) 5 APr 4.
O« Syuaaron Commanding vificers, gontinued.

() Sowrce (from wiat organization,: b&yth bowbardusnt Syuadron (L.

(¢, Gutstanding qualifications: Qutstenaing ability ana experieuce.

(Q) Heason and authority for new assiguwent: Appoiutea by Group
Cowsanding Officer per Special urder nuaber 27, Headjuarters,
3rd Bombardwent Group (i, datea o karch, lyik.

(e) Place and date assumed comuand: ladzab, New Guinea, APU 743
Unit 1, March 6, 1%44.

Lt) Place and date relieved: Still in command.
Heason anc authority for relief: [lione.

(ﬁl #Where seat on relief:

7. Outstanding missions:

(a, Type: Lueay shippiug.

(B, Target and location: 2 Corvettes and 1 Fox Tare Baxer; 7v wiles
kortheast of ijewax, New Guilea.

() oSupporting what campaign: Supporting tne New Guiiea Caspaign in
a blockade of wewak, new Guines.

(d, Date: 1y Marcn, ljik.

(o) Nuwber and types of aircraft used: 1l A-20G.

(t) Number and weight of boabs and asswunition expended: 32 x 500 lb.
Demo bowbe- 16,000 pouuds; 18,000 rounds .50 calibre asamunition.

(1) Dropped on target: All bombs in target area.
(2) Jettisoned: loae.
(3) Brought back: 8 x 500 1lb. Demo bombs.

() Interception:

(1) No. and types of enesy planes: ' Lone.
(<) kethod of attack: one.
\3) nesulis to enewy planes: None.

(h; nesults obtained:; . Corvette aud L Fox Tare paker destruyed and
1 Corvette damaged.

8. Buewy aircraft and shipping:

(a) Destroyed: aircreft: 1 Tony ou ground; in air: jione.
Shipping: 1 Fox Tare Baker, 1 Corvette, 1 Lugger.
(b) Probably Destroyed: aircraft: lione.

Y. Losses in action, officers, eniisted men, and aircraft:

(a2, Engagement or mission: Convoy off Wewak, lew Guinea, 1y karch, 1Yik.
(b) Names: S/Sgt Donald L. Bradley, Gunner.
() Killed, circumstances a/a, enemy a/C bombing: Killed ia action.

The phm 5/5gt Bradley, gunuer, was {lyins in wade a strafing

and bowmbing run ou a Fox Tare Bacer whea tae rignt eagine was

eitoer hit by M/G fire or by flying deoris. The engine was loose

in its mount dAisabiing the plane to hold altitude and necessitating



Unit History for wonth of March, 87th Bomb 54 (L), 5 Apr k.

Y. Losses in action, Coutinued:

& crash landing in the water. On landing the plane went under alumost
imgediately, taking Sergeant Bradley with it.

(d)

(e)
(L)
(g)

Wwounded: By A/A fire: 5/Sgt Paul M. willock hit in left leg;
$/5gt Ceasar F. Bocchino hit in left leg.

Missing: lione.
Takeu prisoner: iione.

alrcraft lost or badly damaged (circumstances,; 1 .-20C lost ia
& water landing. The plane 1s the same as described in 9 (¢).

10. Fresent members who distinguished themselves in zction:

(2)
(b)
(&)

(4

il. Fknotograpns of personnel, important sceues of eveuts, etc. of airdrouwes,

Engagement or mission: Convoy off . ewak, liew Guinea.
Names: lst Lieutenant John Solicc.
action: While beginning a bombing run on a Fox Tare Baker,

Lieutenant Soloc's plane was nit in the right engine by /G fire
or by flying debris knocking the engine loose from its mount and

rendering the plane unflyable. Lieutenant Scloc directed his crip-

pled plane to and over the Fox Tare Baker dropping his bombs and
making one nit before crasnh landing momeants later.

awards: hone.

aircraft, targets, eneawy shipping, etc: None available.

l2. Narrative report: See attacned sheet.

1 Incl.
Incl 1.

ROBERT . DOW,

Captain, air Corps,

Commanding.

liarrative geport.



89TH BUMBAZDMENT SWADRON (L)
3RD BOMBAKDEENT GROUF (L)

APO 713, Unit 1,
5 april 194i.

NadtRATLIVE REPURT

This montn's (March) operational activity was centered cuiefly on
Wewak, New Guinea: The strips, supply areas, /i positions, and personnel
areas. At the beginning of the month, wewak was still sufficiently strong
to make a somewhat effective defense. Today this base is in a devastated
and precarious condition- the destruction of whicn the 8Yth Boabardment
Squadron (L) added largely through its consistent strikes tuere.

Considering the formidable nature of the target during this month,
losses were slight: One gunner and one plane lost.

Several members of the syuadron fell into rather narrowing experiences
in the period March 1 to March 3l. Eight men on a flight to Sydney in
tne trust of a C-47 transport were forced to bail out at extremely low
altitude. Seven men barely escaped with their lives- one wasn't as furtu-
nate; Sergeant Turpin's parachute faiiled to open. He was kiiled instantly.

After escaping from his submerged plane, Lieutenant John 30loc spent
17 hours in a life vest until he was rescued by a Catalina. Snarks paid him
frecuent visits during the time but did not appear to be too hungry for
he was able by splashing and kicking to keep them at a safe distance.

\.—
ROBERT N. DUW,
Glptain, adr Gol'pl.
Cosmanaing.
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