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SECTION I



CHRONILOGICAL NARRATIVE

COMBAT OPERATIONS



CHACLULALGIOAL Jaliallll
LAY TOLL

Durins the morth of Lay 194 the activities of the Sgunadron centered
around its move fror Nadzab to Hollandia, The zround echelon left lNadzab on
€ lay; the alr echelon rexained behind and z'leu rissions in the jewak area un-
11 6 ey, (n that date it was moved to Hollandia and for the next few days
were called on to fly three nissicns a dayr, ziving sround support on Siak
Island, Durin; the zmonth 172 sorties wer. "lrvm, 21;0,::’0 rourds of 50-czlibre
ammunition were exnended in strafine, and 124,6 tons of borks were dropped,
Mis is on inerease over the month of ipril of 62,735 rounds of ammniticn and
of 13,9 tons of LorSe,  Fourteen type i=20G-20s vere arcsirned Lo the Scuzdron
oni k& 1, and twelve of the sise Lrpe ware In corzission abt the ond of the
::Oi'i‘..h.

The first rdssion of Lhe morth was flown en 3 Lay, when 12 4-20s were led
over the tar-et zt wewak Strip by 2 E-25 at T500' eltitude, The crews were
instructed tc drop their boubs when the borkadier of the 3—25 released his,
This was donz, with the result thut of the tﬂnty-i‘*ve 5007 Lombs dropped, 12
were seen to explode in the sea, The fli-ht had bSeen led to the target at high
speed, znd this muy have accounted for the £ ct thrat lieutenant deadine, lost an
en~ine on the return trip and was vnable to raintain altitude, e crash~landed
ir a swup without serious injfury to hisself or kis _umer, (a4 full account of
the survival of 1t, seadin: and his punner is included in the LK.l IiilaausT of
sectiocr 11 - Lage ., (1)

in € Llay two a~-20s dropped supplies to the crew o” the disabled rlane. (2,

wine a=20s took off on 7 iay to hit the coastal arez from .o roint to
Zut; however, wezther turned the f1i:ht back when just north of Durpu. (3)

ikine planes tock off on lay 9, and all hit the assigned tzrzets between
“ishtingale 2ay and Loem roint, The mission was successful, but lack of sight-
in-s znd lack of assessuent of dumace rade it seem unimportant., (4)

(n 170 iay, 2 rlanes aczin fles over the downed crew and dropp ed food,
e vi-ment, and readin- materials tc the survivors., (5

liine planes dro; ed a total of 308 nara-fragrertation bonbs on uewak and
sorem on 13 Lar. The tarcet was seen to be wall covered b;- borbs, “ut as is
usuzl with slow-f:1lin:- parachute borbs, duma-e cm’d not be assessed. (ne

crew merbeyr was 31i-htl: -rounded %L ack-ack fire, £

V1, &80, 10L-g, 307 3(..'“ e (&, L 13C-q, 30"'- Scrb age
':2) ifo i l”. » 3".9 -Jf 43 ag e E/ ."s‘“\- 1?- » J‘vw o b g e
13, R 1290, 3°F Jed . (£ Fru 13hea, 322 3000 g



Combat Cperations, jay, contid,

Para~-fragmentation boubs were dropmed acain on 14 lay, when nine planes
attacked a2 suspected wireless station on Boiken Ilantation, llinety-nine bombs
were drorred on the tarcet area, anony stores, but datage eonld not Le assessed
due Lo the type of boxbs used, Again one crew member wus sli-hily wounded by
sckeack fire. (1)

(n 15 lay, nine pl:znes dropped z Lotal of eleven 500 7 demolition borbs
and one hundred snd thirtr-eipght para-frozmentation bombs on Sorazm Strip., (ne
fire was started, but dama~e was otherwise unassassed, There was no ack-ack
fire in the zrez, (2)

{n thre same day one plune drorned suprlies to the domwerew, but the
parachutes floated awsy from the carp znd landed in the swamps, (3)

Nine 4-20s were sent ocut %o borb and strafe Sabians and larubian villages
on 17 kay, giving close su:jiort to ocur ground troops in 4le viecinity, Forty-
six 500, Lombs fell on the target, with uncbserved results. (4)

Un 19 iay the coastal area from Buiken ilantation to karawop Village was
borbed znd strafed, and the islands of harasau and Yuo were strafed, Jeverzl
fires were seen in the vicinity after the attack but otherwise the success of
the mission could not be assessed, (5)

Twelve plaunes were sent out on 21 iay on a coastal sweep from Suain to
dut, <ixty-one 500; bombs were droppred on targets of opportunity, Fires were
seen following the attack, but were not claimed by any crew of this Squadron.(£)

Two villzgzes on the 3epik iiver were attacked by nine planes on 22 Lay, with
many shacks seen destroyed by bombins and strafing, Damage was otherwise un-
assessed, (7,

Hine planes flew 2 rround surport =zissicn to Suain on 24 Lay, Fifty 25C#
and 5.0, tombs were dropred on a Jap position, but dumape was generally unas-
sessed, (2)

Un 27 lay the Sguadron flew three ground surpert nissions at 3iak Island,
coverin- the lunlin: there, Jixteen sorties were flown, and with the other
s~uadrons of the Group duwn-to-dari: cover was kep> cver our trocns on the beach-
head, fiftry-seven 500/ demolition borbs were dro-ned oo positions at Biak and
at the secondary tar-et on the lew Gi'nea coast, (29

{1, ¥FC / 135-F, 307 Zob ag. (5, FFC 7 140=C, 302 3omb .g.
(2 FFC 4 136-F, 302 Bemb .. (6, 7FFC # 14 =g, 302 3oud uz,.
(3, FPC 5 136=F, 30F Boub .. . (7 FFU ¢ 1LW3=F, 302 Borb ug.
(4, FFL ¢ 13P=i, 202 Bomb . W2, FFC 4 1L5<C, 302 Bomb «ug.

.t [’
\%; fruv 4 M"-J, -1, =, 310 bomb ag.



Combat Cperations, lay, cont'd,

Two missions, totaling ten sorties, were flowm on 22 May., On the first
of these two missiors, no ammunition was expended, as the zround station asker
for reconnaissance only. (n the second, twenty 500/ bombs were dropped at
Jarmi lPeninsula, with damase unassessed, (1)

Three missions, totalling fifteen sorties, were flown on 29 May. All
were engaged in giving ground suppcrt to ground trocps on Biak Island, and all
were reported as exceptionall: effective., During one nission the Sguadron
leader was called on to spot artillery fire, which he did, using air support
photographs he had with him, (2)

Both missions on 30 Lay were turned back by weather. The second missicn
requested a target from the groundstation at wakde, but he had none, and all
planes returned tc base., (3;

(n 31 iay eleven planes took off for a raid on Aansiki Drome, with a
barye sveep included in the plans. all planes reuached the target and dropped
ten 1007 bombs on the drome and a hundred of them on the barges which were
found, (See plabe ) One large fire was started, three direct hits were saomed
on barges, and others were seriously damaged, (4,

after a quiet nmonth of 'cocoanut busting" missions, the kansiki raid was
considered a good amen of things to come. For so quiet, so boring even, had
'cocoanut nissions' become, that formation flyi - and formation take-offs were
used to vary the monotony, On the ladzab strip. wide enough for only one plane
at a tice, nine planes tock-of? in thirty-seven secords,

(1, FFG /145G, -J, 310 Borb iz, {3, FFC # 151-B, -C, 310 Bomb ug.
(2} FFC / 15G~a, =B, 31C Bomb .. (4) FPC / 152-F, 210 Zomk .inz,



C-47 landing at Hollandia
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CHHONOLOGI AL NA RAT_ Vo
ADIOINISTUATIC!
HAY 1

The 89th Bombardment S uadron (L), was staticned at .0 713 Unit 1
at the first of the month. The S uadron l<ft by voat (‘rom Lae New Cuinea,
for A¥0Q 5C5 on the 8th of May, the Squaarcn arrived at APC 5¢5 on the

On the 2nd of this mouth rvt George Jo. Clar: was assigned to the
Medical Section of the Squadron. Stafl Sergeants, Costello, Goldstein,
Heskew and Reilly, gunners, we e transferred to the 7lst Photo Hecon
finge T/Sgt Bruestle on DS to APC 922 to attend the ri ht Overall
School. Rurloughs were granted to S/Sgt Cleveliand, Sgt Dodson and Sgt
Sadler. (1) (2)

Pvt McIlwy was asuigned and iransferrec to the Sjuadron from Hy
3rd Bomb Gp, on tne 3ra of May.

Cn the 4th of May 1t Lt. Burke anc lst Lt. Loftus, pilots, were
.ranted leaves for 7 days to Sydney. 2nd Lt. Reacing ana S/Sgt Cock
crashed landed, 15 miies North of Annanverg, New Guinea.

Cpl Cunningham, gunner, on the 5th was rented a furiough to Syancy
for 7 days. 2nd Lt. Field on DS to ArO Y27. 1st Lt. Maddux on DS to
AP0 923. /Sgt lc Connell, T/Sgt Garrett, Sgt wWiiliams, F.W. on US to
APG 713 Unit 2.

On the 7th of May 5/5gt Clements, S/Sgt Johnson, G.L. went to
Sydne hustralia for 7 days. Sgt Larson, Cpl Eoedecker, Cpl Aurdal,
Sgt Foszak, Cpl Teats, Pfc Chamterland ana Cpl Salmi on LS to L.

On the 9th of May lst Sgt Hanuerry, M/Sgt Cole, T/Sgt Gonska,
T/Sgt Crist, T/Sgt LeBlanc, T/Sgt Poppe, /St Giaeon, Sgt Cook,
Sgt Giglio, Sgt Reilly, Sgt Reynolds and Upl Luce were transferred to
itotation Letaciment Port Heplacement Depot, AP0 92&, for return to
the U.S. Squadron departed this station to Lae. (3)

5/Sgt Cline, S/Sgt Geigus and S/Sgt Matton were granted furloughs
to Syaney on the 10th of May.

Capt. Martir, lst Lt Gormely and lst Lt Monrce granted 7 day leaves
to Sydne; Aust:alia on the 1llth of May. Appoint«d lct Lt's, 2na Lt.
Field and 2nd Lt. Fones. (4)

(1) 5.0. 119 par, 10 Hg. V. Bomb Comd.
(2) 5.0. 120 par, l4 Hq. Aav kch, Fifth Air Force.
(3) S.C. 128 par, 1 Hy. V. Bomb Comc.
(4) S.C. 131 par, 18 Hg. Fitrth air Force. APU 925



1st Lt. Forman left the 3rd Field Ho.pital APO 713 Unit 1, on the
18 of lay and departeu for Sydne. Australia on SK leave for 15 duys.

On the 2lst of ¥ay, the Suuadron Commanaer, Capt. Dow, was appointed
Major. (1)

Pfc liorshiil on 22nd of May was transferred to Officers Candicate
School APU 923. (2)

On the 23rd of May whiile 2nd Lt. Fowler was on S he was appointed
1st 3t (3)

Pfc Troupis on the 26th of .ay went {o V Bomoer Command on DS.

On the 27th of May af.er being in the jungle for nearly a month 2nd
Lt. Reading and S/5gt Cock returned to ihe Squaaron Irom Annenberg liew
Guinea anc were sent to Ges@p Hospital, New Cuinea.

30th of kay the foilowing named men were assigned tu tne Squadron,
T/Sgt Pack, Fvt ‘ilson, Pvt Cooper and Pvt Marchant. (4)

The personnel sir«ngth auring the month of kay:

Officers.

Flying Grounag
(a) At pegimning of perioa 29 1y
(b) Net incresse durin. per od
(c) Net cecreause during pericd 1
(d) At end of perioca 29 13
mlistf‘c u‘ﬂo
(a) At veginning of periocd 38 231
(b) Net increase quri.g period
(c; Net decrease during periud 12
(d) At end of perioa 38 219

(1) S5.C. 129y Hg, Fifth air Force, APO 5.
(2) S.0. 130 Fifth Air Force.

(3) S.0. 132 par, 2 Hq, USAFFE.

(&) S.Ce 113 par, 12 Hy, 91st kepl Ba.talion.
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LOCAL INTEREST



YOV T TLPR e -
L{JV:\A— L3l ialbdn2d
——— —————

6 Jlay, lLieutenant Julius J, uinger, the 3Sguadron Urdnance (fficer, cume
to ilollandiz on the advance echelon, -hile he awaited the arrival of the
rround ectelon, he Joined with infantry parties patrollinz the vicinity of
Hollandia, Cne dayr, when he w#as out by himself south of Lake Jentani, he bagged
himself a Jop--the i"irst to be shot b" & ground officer cf the Jguadron, The
corse reveuled that the dend soldier lad been a -ig mmun, apparently #ealtihy
but ill-fed, iie carried nc identifieztion, nut the fl.z he carried shoved thet
he had fourht in aorez ond in man, other theatres,

The ground echelen sciled on L3 4+ 16€ on € way, ohe Voyage to Hollandiz
was uneventful and pleassant, The food was sood, and on 12 Lay, when the ol
shoved her ncse up on rie Jeach, it was onl_, cecuuse of curiosit; that the men
were glad to jet ashore, Frour days inactivity was more than mede up that ni ht,
however, as eneny planes dropped vombs which kept the Squadron cuite awaxke,
The followin: day darys saw the Sqguadren move to a pleasant, well-drained cenyp Site
northeast of iicllzndic drore, znd work wes started on & permanent Caipe withe
out rlanes Lo naintuin, there was little to be done after the caup was set ug,
and the arez where Japs were known to be was cautiocusl; explored by both offi-
cers and men, Lan; souvenirs and many t21) tales res;lter.: from these exyedi-
t:'.c.':s.

Leanwhile, at .iadzas, the Srnuedren had a problem, The problem was Lhe res-
cue cf Lieutenant Thomae ¢, :ea .:; and 3taff lerpeant 3Buri:e L., Toek, whose a~20

had been forced dmm fn u swarp 15 riles northwest of annenber:-, 3oth men had
been zgichted at ds"n!'t,cf’ na‘-:.:'\':'f villare nesr e plane, =nd susnlies ware
drnr-ed to thenm, However, it tosk I3 durs -‘z,- effect the rescue,  For tools end
instructions *:d to be drc-ped, (=375 had to borrer ed for drg _"i - belly "‘*"3
and strafin- in order to turn of 7 the chusen cub=strip site, and the sroun
levelle?, latives were uged »-n availshle, b a‘Jaer:te L R T -‘.oll ?.'?rc
es 3n the States, Ib was on Lay 2 thst Lhe erez w2l landed, anl it was not
'J:‘;il 20 Lo it <he euwd coull land, _wen ther, it neged up and broks itz
‘ropeller, « nev prop was dro ced Tre rescee pline, it Lhles tne was brolon
hen the cub 2the jted to talke-off, & rop vram avuln drosped, anl on 26 lzp the
1ot nf Yt2 cub, Jtal” Jeryent Alliax ldeir, tool=of? ien <er; cant wock and
flex "if to Fuit<, fror vhere te was ferried Lo Lhe r.r.,:;vit o &b '.I*:'.’.c.f. the
gzse 4o the eub oilct returned ntd evacuzted [t, wadine, who wi.g flowm to the
“e3:ital at Jusat. Lotk of the survivers of the crash were in the hospitsl
ursil 1 cune, ke ther returned to heir writ ot Hollandis,  Luch eredit for
thedip rescue ;oes Lo Luptoin Jernoa Lo deazd, apm oalr oorps, wnd te ooptalrn
Leith e 1OUlELL, neildsy SO thelr successful rlarnin, of the reecde, ani %o
oer -zant wdair for his snillful £1;Ia. in ccopletisn, the aission for shich k
volurteeped, .



AWARDS AND

DECORATIONS



AAMLUIO Al WidoLltdi Liaid

During th Lorth of iay the £9th Bowbardiuent' Sousdron (L, learned that it
was included in the Ireaidmtial eitation of £ lay, 1943, for its part in the
Papuan 93..’ pni’-r. This ecitaticn brought with it for each nember of the orpani-
zation right to wear con the ﬁ”*‘ breast the zilt-fraszed blue ribbon
:«marﬂﬂi fot' ‘Bfficient service duarins combat, (1

The first individunl awards of the zonth were made on § kay, when the
iurple Heart wus awarded So 3taff Serceant adolptus T, Clexents and Corpor :
Lack Cunningham, for wounds received when Lajor Dov's plane crash-landed after
the Boram raid on 11 april., (n the s:me dcte Techniesl Sergeant John Klatte was
awerded the (ak Leaf Cluster to the ifr jedal for 100 cacbat hours, (2j(3)

Cuptain James L, Folse was uwarded the uUistinsuished flying Cross on. & iay,
for bringins hore his plane after nost of the controls had been shot awuy by
the intense ack-ack fire received over Zoram Jrome on 11 Mareh, (L)

Lieutmmt John doloe was awarded the Jilver 8tar on 13 kay, for meking his
attack on a Jup convoy after one enzine hizd been shot sut during his approach,(5)

w17 Lay Lajor kobert i, o Jr., Captuin Folse, Captzin walter L, Heyer,
and iievtenunt alovert G, 3urie, Jr., all were awarded air ked:ls for 10U hours
of combat flying. 6, (7)

Irhe followln: day lieutenant wix autlend received the air hedsl for 1WC
hours of Combut flyinse. (8)

lieutenant George L., akers received his air kedal for 100 combat hours
flring on 22 kay. (9

kajor JUow received the vak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross
on 27 kaye The Cluster was awarded tc Lhajor Uow for his leadership during the
raid on 1, Pebruary on lagus, (10)

(n 29 Lay Lieutenant lade Vukelic received the Jistinsuished Flying Cross
for his acticns durin- the Zeram rald of 12 Larch, (n this ocezssion Lt,
Vukelie's windshield was smashed by a 20 mn, stell, after which he went in unt
dropned his boebs directl .n the ack-ack position. (11)

Lieutenant Golce wis awarded the Aip Ledal for 177 ecombat hours on 3C lay,
"\'g

(1, weec 17, b Gu 21, \T) SL ML, Eg § R,
{2; 15, v % (2, GC 315, Ha § a%.
(2, su 278, Hc & 2, \?, GL 325, lir 5 AF.
Ly 0273, I & .z, (1, Gu 335, Hn § of.
(F; ‘K 296, in ¢ «r, (12, & 337, B § oF,
(6, Gu 330, Ly § aF. (175 SL 349, B 5 ofs
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2571 BOXSARDVENT SCUATRON (L)
3RD 0.2 XDUENT sROTR (L)
L. P 0, #7565

16 gumuet, lohy,
SUBJECTs Cuer-tions Jeort,

32 ¢ THistoricrl Officer, 83th Loub-rdment Saurazsn (L).

1. The follewing infornritlior i8 heredr scinittel »r the Ssusdren
Zistory lor ihe memit of wey, 12kl

Ze Stren~th, rirpl-nes,

(1) At begirning of perieds 14 = 2=20-Gls,

(2 et incre-ne during period; Ilne,

(;) Joe lost tnrough combrts "3ne,

(33 Yo, lo3t oz rouni itmoud ey ccilong  lore,
{5} Tne losi throurk v mElory 2 = L-20=G's

(C; it cnd of eriods 1l

Le Tne Sturdron flew 17Y coub b sortles during the zounil o ey, 19UY,
Ce 42 Sousdron flew 711315 oouxb-t hours &aring the monthr of Ly, 154l

Jor e Spuriron Jodurpiers

«+SOF 2, JOPZL)ITD,
13 te L .y 2 ﬁr_‘.'!.

87 Lot
Adjut-nt,



