89TH ATTACK SQUADRON
MARCH 1944



P

Lo

b

Ce

3RD BOMBAKDKENT GAOUF (L)

APO 713, Unit 1,

UValdT dloTund Fuin LOWTH UF saltCH
Cnanges in Oorganization: 40 chauges.
Strengti, cowwdssicued and eulisted;

(a) 4st of wontus vificers: 43
Gudisted wen; 40

(b) &et incresses or decrease eacu mouth: Iucresses puiisted ken: 15
Lecrease; Ufticers: 2
(¢) Zna of montn: Officers: 4l
Lnlisted Len: 256

Stations (perm or tew., of units or parts tuereof, (Snow piace aua
aPU ho.,t

(2, Date of arrival at each station: Ko cnange.
(b) Date of departurs from eacn station: Lo cuanuge.
Treining:

(&) aircraft, ousbe:s, types, serviceabie and not. lst of month and
end of montn:

A20G = 23 planes, 25 serviceable, 29 PFebruary 1Y.4.
allG - 13 planes, 13 serviceabie, 31 Marcn liih.

(b) humber of trained and untrained pilots and crews, uuuber of crews,

etc:
Trained Filots: <Y on 2y Feb 4lh; <8 ou 34 kar k.
Trained Crews: <Y on <Y Feb 4h; <& ou 31 war L.

Untraineu Filous ana Crews: None.

\¢) Folicies for training yiiols aud crews; DBoabiug and strafing
practice carriec out ou isiand in local laxe. Forsation practice,
when tactical situation perwits.

(d) newarxs (or otuer pertiueut datea;: loue

Group Coummanding Officers: io change.

Syuaaron Commanding ufficers:

(a, hame and mank: XHobert k. Dow, Captain.



Unit distory for wontn of lkarcn, 8yth Boub S (L/y 5 apr 4LL.
Ce OSyuadron Commanding ulficers, coatinued.

(b, oSowrce (frow wiual organization,: ©&yth bowbardusnt oSyuadron (L.

(¢, Wutstending gualifications: (Qutstenaii, abilit, aua experieuce.

(@) Heasou and autnority for new assiguwent: Appoluted by Group
Couwmanding Officer per Special urder numper 27, Headjuazrters,
5ré Bombardwent Group (L, dateu o karch, Lyid.

(e) Place and date assumed comwand: ladzab, hew Guinea, AFU 743
Unit 1, Karcn 6, 19%4k4.

(f) Place and date relieved; Still in command.

¥) Heason anc authority for relief: lioae.

(h) here seat on relief:

7. Outsianding missions:

(a, Type: Zuewy shippiug.

(b, Target and location: < Corvettes and 1 Fox Tare Baxer; 7u auiles
lkortheast of ewax, lew Guiiea.

(S) oSupporting what campaign: OSupporting tne New Guiiea Caspalpgn in
a blockade of wewak, new Guinea.

(d, Date: 1y Karcn, ljuk.

(e) Nuwber and types of aircraft used: 1l A-2UG.

(£) Number and weight of bowos and awsunition expended: >2 x 50U lb.
Demo bowbe- 10,0 powids; 18,000 rowds .50 calibre amnamunition.

(1) Droppecd on target: All oombs in target area.
(2, Jettisoned: MNoae.
(%) DBrought back: 8 x 50V 1lb. Demo boumbs,

(g Interception:

(1) No. and types of eneiy planes: uone.
\<) kethod of attack: Lone.
\3, nesulis to enewy planes: None.

(h, nesults obtained: L Corvetie auu i rox Jare paker destruyed and
1l Corvette dainaged.

8. Buewy aircraft and snipping:

(a) Destroyed: adrcreft: 1 Tony ou ground; in air: [Jone.
Shipping: 1 Fox Tare Baker, . Corvette, 1 Lugger.
(b) Prooably Destroyed: aircraft: lione.

Y. Losses in action, officers, eniisted men, and aircraft:

(a, bngagement or mission: Convoy off wWewak, New Guines, 1y karch, 1yiu.
(b) Names: 5/Sgt Donald L. Bradley, Gunner.
(¢) Killed, circumstances a/a, enemy a/C bombing: Killed in action.

The plane 5/5gt Bradley, gunner, was {lyins in wade a strafing

and bowbing run ou a Fox Tare ba<er whea tae rignt eugine was

eitaer hit by M/G fire or by flying decris. The engine was loose

in its mount aisabiing the plane to nold altitude and necessitating



Unit History for wontn of iarcn, 8yth Bomb 5 (L), 5 Apr <.

e

Losses in action, Coutinued:

a Ccrasu Jending iu the water. (n landing the plane went uncer alumost
immediately, taking Sergeant Bradley with it.

(d) wWounded: By A/A fire: 5/5Sgt Paul M. willock hit in left leg;
5/5gt Ceasar F. Bocchino hit in left leg.

(e) Missing: lione.
(f) Takeu prisoner: iione.

(g) aircraft lost or badly damaged (circumstances,: 1 .-20C lost in
& water landing. The plane is the same as described in 9 (cj.

10. Fresent meabers who distinguished themselves in zction:

(a) Engagement or mission: Convoy off . ewak, liew Guinea.

(b) Names: lst Lieutenant John Solioc.

(¢) action: Whnile beginning a bombing run on a Fox Tare Baker,
Lieutenant Soloc's plane was nit in the right engine by /G fire
or by flying debris knocking the engine loose from its mount and
rendering the plane unfiyable. Lieutenant Scloc directed his crip-
pled plane to and over the Fox Tare Beker dropping his bombs and
making one nit before crasn landing moments later.

(d, awards: Noane.

il. Fkunotograpns of personnel, important sceues of eveuts, etc. of airdrowes,

aircraft, targets, enewy shipping, etc: Noune available.
l2. Narrative report: OSee attacned sheet.
-

(odens 7D aer
ROBERT k. DUV,
Captain, air Corps,

1 Incl. Couamanding.

Incl 1., lNarrative geport.



89TH BULBARDMENT SJUALRGN (L)
3RD BOMBAKDENT GAWF (L,

APU 7135, Unit 1,
5 april ly4i.

NaslRaTAVe naPURT

This montn's (Marcn) operational activity was centered cuiefly on
Wewak, New Guinea; The strips, supply areas, n/i positions, and personnel
areas. At the beginning of the month, wewak wes still sufficiently strong
to make a somewhat effective defense. Today this pase is in a devastated
and precarious condition- the destruction of whicn the 8%Yth Boabardment
Syuadron (L) added largely through its consistent strikes tuere.

Considering the formidable nature of the target during this month,
losses were slight: Oue gunner and one plane lost.

Several members of the s.uadron fell into ratner narrowing experieaces
in the period March 1 to Karcn 3i. Eight wen on a flight to Sydney in
tne trust of a C-47 transport were forced to bail out at extremely low
altitude. Seven men barely escaped with tneir lives- one wasn't as furtu-
rnate; Sergeant Turpin's parzcnute failed to open. re was killed instantly.

After escaping frow nis suitweryged plane, Lieutenant John Soloc spent
17 hours in a life vest until he was rescued by a Catalina. Snarks paic hia
frecuent visits during the time but did not appear to be too hungry for
ne was able by splashing and kicking to keep them at a safe distance.

- -
N obews 77 ineer
ROBERT N. DUW,
Captain, air Corps,
Commuanaing.



