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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

The following introducticn is a brief swwnation of the history of the
aoth Bombardment Squadron (L) from its activation in 1641 until the end of
Varch, 1944, 3Sources of information used in compiling it include the
Scuadron olary and official documents of the 3rd Borbardment Group (L),

The 27th Bombardment Squadron (Light) was formed at Savannah, Georria,
on 15 January, 1741, .hen activated, it was ¥mown as the 10th Reconnais-
sance Squadron (L); since that time its official name has been changed to
2%h Borbardrent 3quadron (Dive), to #7th Astack Squadron, and o the nare
it now bears,

Dirine the surmer of 1941 trained and untrained nersonnel were alded
to tne ori~inal eadre, ani A=204 ("Boston”) t-me aireraft were a=siemed %o
the Jcuadron, Training continued throushout the autumn, bnt because the
Sruadron was understrength, it 4id not ro on maneuvers with the other
gsruadrons o the 2rd Bembardment Croun,

Follerrir~ the attaclk on Pearl qukgr, the vnit was alerted, and on
21 Jammary, 19,2 sailed, ir ecnvor, for Tpishene, Immediatelr after land-
ine there 2¢ dars later, Lhe Sruadron wes ge~spsted from the 3rd Group, 2nd
gert tc Tormsville, ~here the nersonnel afjded the irval Sustralian 1if Forece
vho vere fl-in~ missicng 27zinst enemr nasitirns on e Cuines,

Tme 4=20A airer=ft were assisnc?d to tve Semadron in Yav, and 4% was
planes of th-t t;pe thot the unit took %o “ort !oresh ~ten it moved there
in August, Durin- the nevt nire months the Semadron was hnsed at ¥ila
Jrome, knovm as "3 Mile", Close ground sunrort was piven to .ustralisn
Iuperial Fcrces fichting in the Kokoda zren, an? Lae, Salamaua, Sanananda,
Puna, and Jona were among the other tarrets hit, It was during this period
that the first parachute-fracmentatiin borbs were dropred, and their use
proved very effective.

Un 3 larch, 1943 the Sguadron had its first assiznment against an im-
portant convoy. In cooperaticn with B.17s, B-24s, B-25s, and Raaf Beau-
firhters, planes of the Sguadron struck a 22-ship convoy, consisting of
trarisperts, cargo vessels, and naval escort, which was headed for the lae-
Salamaua area with combat troops. The Souadron scored 12 hits on seven
ships, and jcined the other light aerial units in strafing wreckage,

In llay the 3suadron was moved to Dobodura, and Finschhafen and tarpets
on lNew Britain were brourht within ranre, VYissions continued to be flomm
in the Lae area, and in 3September planes of the Seuadron sunported, by lay-
inc smoke screens, the landing of parachute troops at !'adzab in the arkham-
Ram 7alley, lLater in the same month, the Sruadron was the last allied force
tc strize Lae before it fell to Allied rround troons, Later still, the
Smuadron covered the Finschhafen landines, and tren 3oined with other units
in t*e borbariment of latelberc, after ttre reducticn of that stronencint,
we ere directed to torrets at Cape Clquceetér, Lyawe, ~nd Casmata, ™e



Historical Introduction, cont'd.

twenty-two missiocns flown by the Squadron in December were larrely concerned
with preparing the way for Allied landings on New Britain and in the vicinity
of 3ajdor.

Zarly in 1944 the area of Bogadjim-A)exishaven was attacked with increas-
ing frequency, and following the Scuadron's move to Nadzab in February,
enemy positicns in the vicinity of Hansa Bay and along the coast as far
north as Dagua came within our range,

During the month of February the bip missicn flown by the Scuadron was
a twelve-plane strike against the Jap positions at Kavieng, “ew Ireland,
Hits were scored on shore installations and on shinving, and all planes
returned safelv,

Durinr the next few months, ‘ewak, Boram, But, and Darua, all were bhombed
and strafed repeatedlr., X4 mission flown on 17 Yarch arainst 2 convor off
Tewak, resulted in the Scuadron pettins 2 souvenir, Follorine the attack,
one of the planes was found to have Caurht in the erpine cowling a pare of
the shin's register, vhich rave in Enrlish the name and tonnare of the
vessel,



CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE
COMBAT OPERATIONS



CHRONCLOGICAL NARRATIVE
COMBAT OPERATILNS
APRIL 1044

Durins the month of April, 1944, the 29th Bombardment Souadron (1.)
flew 143 sorties, durins which 177,345 rounds of .57 calibre ammmition
were expended, and 110,7 tons of bombs were drormned, This is a decrease
from the month of l'arch, of 4,L55 rounds of ammuniti-n and 22.” tons of
hombs,

Sixteen trne A-20C-20s were assirned to the Seuadron on 1 April, and
12 of the s2me trve were in commission at 4%te end of the month,

Four missions were flo'n to the Yollandia area between 3 Avril and
16 April, These were the lonrest stries ever carried out by A-20s in the
S.TA up to this time, The other missions were ®lo-n arainst tarrets in
the .ewak, Mansa Day, Tadji, and Sepik River districts,

The first stri<e of the month was a twelve-plane mission to borb and
strafe airplanes and dispersal area at lollandiz Drome, The planes staged
out of Gusap and hit the target just before noon on 3 April. OUne pass was
made at the target, following attacks by B-2is and B-25s, Excellent cover
was provided by two squadrons of r-38s, and, except for one half-hearted
pass by a Nip fighter, there was no¢ interception of the Squadron's planes,
Photographs showed that the combined strike was a hichly successful one,
Three of the Squadron's planes were holed by the intense medium and lirht
Ack-ack fire, with the death of a phctographer resulting. (1)

On April 5 twelve planes were sent to bomb and strafe stores along
the road from Fim Village to Lake Sentani, ‘hile results were generally
uncbserved due to the nature of the terrain’ pround troops movines throurch
the area later in the month reported very ereat destruction of stores,
fuel, and ammunition, (2)

The mission of 2 APril, to Vanimo, was tnrned back br weather when
soutt of Put Drome, (3)

(n 9 April nine A-2Cs attacked barces and store installations on Cane
Yoem and Eoram and on Jewak Foint, Zomhs were seen to hurst on the tarrets,
but darare generall: was unassessed, ()




Three-hundred and forty Jap aircraft were found wrecked on
the Hellandia Uromes, when allied ground forces moved in, This
rhotograph was made oy the 29%tn Squadron during its first Hol-
landia raid, that of 3 April, 1544,



The mission of 11 April was directed arainst ack-ack nositions in
the Jewak area, line 4A=20s flew throurh the most intense ack-ack ever
encountered in the area up to that time, althourh onlv one nlane was
sericusly damared, It crash-landed at hage, it} its crew safe, (1)

The 12 A»oril misci n was directed a-sin=t shi-ninc in Humboldt 3a-
area., An unidentified freicshter and t-n medium-.gized constal vessels
were found znl attacked, ith ernlosions -nd *ires seen to result rom
our hits, lone of “he shin: was seen +o ginv, “orever, A direct 1% on
an oil 4urp on shore sent ur fire 2nd srmoke to 1", (2]

Cn 15 April a rissicon was flovn a~ainst coastal installations in *he
Tad’i area., This was a twelve-pline ~issi-n, resulting in 47 570-1b,
demolition burs beins drorped in Lle tarcet area, In snite of accurate
hombins and thoroush strafing, little da~are was seen to result., (3,

(n 16 april nine a=20s of the Seuadron were sent on a mission
arairst the Tanahmerzh Bay area, A fugl fire was started, tut other da -
ape could not be observed uwing to the nilly terrain, Jevere storms were
encountered on return, and cnly three planes landed at ladzab that night,
(ne plane landed at Dumpu and five landed at Gusap., (4)

The mission of 21 april was directed arainst Flantations in the
Tadji area, The installations were scen to be well beaten-up, but darace
resulting from this strike could .aot be assessed, (5)

Ln 22 April +om Point was attacked, with 32 500-1b, bombs in the tar-
get area, Zxcept for a small fire, danmace was wnobserved due to dense
foliace, (6) '

Cn the 23rd the 3quadron was sent after shinnine at Hansa Bay, As
none was scen there, posit%ons alorns the shore were attacked, with two
small fires resultins, (7}

HFansa Bar was arain attacked on the 2tth, w3tk mymercus s~all Pires
resultin~, (#)

Trz2ils =2nd villares south oF lewab —epe attar" ol ar 24 Anril, with
one notor-triuck of undetermined size snt teme  an? a feor vellakent nutive
eerdens Lthe onl: sirhtines, din’ native H:117%n-e ttat eowld Rouse 2 Pow
Japs were bo-hed and strzfed, Lubt no darsce ¢4 the “3ancnese war e®fort is
Ynom Lo have resnlted, (2]

Villares in the ecil River ares wers attarked on 20 Anril, Mt in
spite ¢f the 136 1N%=1b, bomhs that «wepe dro-~med, =itk horhins reported
as excellent, no activit: was seen, (10)

(1) FFC 7 132, 310 3oed ag (1. (5) FrC 4 112, 310 Bomb g (1),

\2; F& 7173, 310 Bomd ag i ). 3§, &L 7 113, \9/ F?C.f 117,
(3) #Fu # 106, 310 Boub 4g (sj. \7;, £FC #1211, 110} FFC ¥ 120,
(4) FFC & 107, 310 Boad «g (&,. (2} 7PC # 115,
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The oyti Souburament S usarch (L, was stationea at abu 713 Uuit 1
Quring wie montt of april. Taoe s usuron cunsisted of 41 officers aunc
450 ealdsut=a el

whlle O @ LASLAIOL Uie JPU Of ~pTil o/out rred ¢ wuwita, Guder
wa8 Kiidec in action. Jlst Lieut homer Vorel, “u_iucerin, U.ficer, wus
PROLRLEd Laptaln the 3rd ol wnis aouthe. (1)

Leaves were sreated Ou Lie 2t O aprid Lo 1ot Lieuts (as s.
duetten anG Juck e bealy axecutive anu aracment ufficer respoctiveldy.
The plscc wes oyaney. (VL frank U. Farius was assi ued to tLuae 8 uaGron
frow yist neplaceuent Bu. oa tue 5th of ~.ril. (&, (3)

u tiue Tta of tals w.nbn furiou ns Lo wackay IOr Len Qays we. 8
JPaiited L0 of/oet Ldcnuei Giroux, L.tedlii cute vlela, wid oer_ewib
ole e Rosenfiela, uiew Cnief. (&

COrpOral wajui it Fupt ap Olialad oBFicwil; 4/J20d WaGE jald ae
WOUIRGy FTIVAL.S cAPElL ded. UIViLde Liewlildjiiy Uabli Je Joalladd il
rete ieu er appliulew Lurpdradse {2y

SECOA LAdBULS wdle. T DUPKE,y .LCuUaIU LOLTULS aul S0 € ae wenl,
dii FliOlS, Liwdol LLELr g0LG Dals IOr SilVer Oals LuasS ubie Jul=
A0ULO8 WEre Sleubsl LU ovlpTaliLs dGuly DUSC.., (ersOudicd cheiy e as
oudth, .ecnauic, wvavia e williaws, aechanic, ey LOrporal Tuomas
oKelton, owiticnuoara vperator. ITne 00ys lcft ucre on e yia Ior
sackaye (o) (7

Coriored uiddiea 1rvin was , raatec « fUridu.u 0l seveu uays Lo
Brisoane, Lo wisit uds wifc anu cudlues Tuomas L. waite was prouotea
ist Lieut from «<nc Lieut tais montni. (6 (Y

The s uaarcn rcceived some re loceweniSon Lae d2uae The ducay
0078 wE€.€ Frivates rirst olass seler, uu.ncs, e, Leichner aanu
Woife. (4vy

S/S b Lalry 3iaCKLUTI, LWILEr, was LrauslsiPeu WO <£uolu gepl cuarnt
Company Ior retuln Lo Liue l.oe 44y

vy led Loja anu rvt Carpeuntieri were aosizned Lo Lue s uauron
tue 4Htn of ...ril. (4«

(d) S0 w4, Jta oir Force (7, oC &, 34 Bowb G
(<), ou 37, 3d Soub Gy (8} oU &b, 3u Bomo 5p
L5, oL ¥t, vist el \7;, < Y9, >ta .ir Force
Ly o 30, A Bouwb u. VAV, S0 @Sy M DULD up
2, ou 39, ou soub up \da; oA vy ol 4dl Force
VY o by, G D04 Uy A<y O bk Su DOLD Gp



Sergewnt benneth a, Gartuwait, Corporals John C. Herieman &nd
Peter Po uilshire were srentea 1urlougts to lackay tue 1l5ta. (1)

5/58% Ge L. Johnson, $/55t John He Sisn ana 5/5gt Paul «illock,
all gunners, weYe grented seven aays furiouras to Sydnsy the 21st ol
April, Sergean.: Clemnts, Costello, Lorton, Fhiliins, Serkisian and
Sonnabend, all gunners, were proamoted toc Jtell Sergeants the 2lst oi
sorils (2} (3)

Stest S:rgeants Sonnabend ana Y. W. Teylor, gunners, are on DS
with tie 9lst heconnaisance Sroups

Te Squaarm Cou snder, Ceytudn Rocert N. Dow, aepartea wils
station on Lie Z4th for TD at Sydney.

Isc Lizuts He i Marsihall, Gilliam and l'aki, Pilots, were grested
leaves o1 seven gtys to Sydney on tie 27th oX april. (a)

Pvt Zsttelmeyer, Charles 2, was assignea to the ifeaicel Depart—
aent ol this s.uaaren irom the 13un Scmb Sguuaron on tne 29th,
Furloizhs were gruntes to Start Sergeants Forman, Lettsome and
leadows, gunncrs, on the 29th, All neadea tor King Cru-s. (5)

The person el strensth aurin. tue ontu of Aprils

Ofiticers.

' flying Sround
( a) bt ve inning o1 perioca 28 3
1

(b, Let incresse durin: perioa
{c) iiet aecreuse durin. perioa

O

{4} =t eutd i period 29 1

anliswea [en,

(8) At begimnning ot perioca Y- PAT;

(b) HNet increcse auria. gerioa i3

(c) liet aszcresse suriu, .eriaa

(d; at enc o1 seriod 38 231
(1,‘: SC 4, 38 buuwb Gp (4 SO 51, >a Zouu Gp
{2) SC 48, Ja 2a.b Gp \5) SO0 51, a Zau Gp

(55 S0 47, 3a boaw 3p
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LOCAL INTEREST

On 3 April, during the Scuadron's first raid on Hollandia, S/5pt. Paul
¥, Hllock distinguished himself by the coclest kind of courage and skill,
lieutenant Horace B, lonroe's plane was on its run over the tarset when
Sergeant "illock felt something lar it, He s1id down from his seat in the
turret to investipate., hen he looked thrrurh the small hole in the bomb
bay, the sight which met his eves would have struck fear into the heart of
anv man, (me of the 100-pound, four-to-five-second delar fused nara-demo-
1liti n borbs was hanrins too-thirds ont of the homb bav, beine held by a
cord of the parachute which was causht around the homb hav door actuating
arm, Serreant illock saw at a rlance +%a+ the arminr wire was pulled and
the sninner was missing; and that the homh was comnletel armed thereby,

The bomb was swinring around and hittinc on the hottom edres of the bomb
bay. This runner, re-lizing that at an- moment the bomb mi~ht, by hittine
the sides of the bomb bav, ‘ar itself enonrsh to detonate, thourht very
auickl and called the pilot to close t'e bomb b2 doors on the bomb, thus
holdinr it from swinging., He then calml- told t“e pilot that he was into
the bomb bay and cut the paractute cord lcose, To do this, he took his
machete and hacked a hole in the rear of the bomb bay, and wigrled throurh
it, Then, with no parachute, with the borb bay doors half open, fully aware
that the slightest mis-step or viclent movement of the plane would throw him
to his death, he courageously and with complete disregard for his own safety,
crawled into the borb bay and pulled himself along to the forward end, By
hanging onto the bomb bay shackles, he was able to cut the cord which held
the bomb, He then returned over the edges of the bomb bay doors, and called
the pilot, who opened the doors and released the boxb, The bomb was seen to
burst only a few seconds after it hit the ground. This outstanding perfor-
mance has resulted in Sergeant w#illock's beins recommended for the award of
the Distinruished Flying Cross.
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(n 1 April, the furple Heart was awarded to lLieutenants iade Vukelic
and John Soloc, and to Staff Jerpeants Caesar F, Bocehino and raul K, wil-
lock, (1)

Tre (rder of the Lezicn of lLerit wasz awarded on 3 april to laster
sergeants Louis F, Geveik and Garvin D, Jenn, for their exceptionally meri-
torious conduct in the performance of duty, (2

lieutenant daymond killer was awarded the Cak Leaf Cluster to the air
sedal on 4 april, for 25 combat missicns, (3)

Staff Sergeant Harold I, Felo was awarded the air kedsl on 7 April,
for 25 combat missions. (4

(n 1C april lLiesutenant Thomas it, saddell was awaerded the Uistinguished
Flying Cross for 50 combat missicns, On the same order, lLieutenant George
Feo Cllieal was awarded the Air kKedal for 25 combat missions, and Lieutenant
Liller was awarded the second (ak Leaf Cluster to the Air Kedal, for 100
combat hours, (5)

Lieutenant C'Neal was awarded the Cak Leaf Cluster to the Air kKedal on
15 april, for 100 combat hours. (6)

On 29 April, Technical Seryeant Harry F, Blackburn, and Staff Sergeant
Xilton B, Leadows, were each awarded an air Medal for 25 Lissions, while on
the same date 3Staff Sergeants Glenn Z, Johnson, Willock, Adolphus T. Cle-
ments, lark ., Taylor, and John H, Jimon were each awarded the Air ledal
for 100 combat hours, (7)

(1, GC 17, V Bor Com. (4) GC 203, Hg 5 aF.
(2) GU 24, He USaPF3, (5) GO 212, Hn 5 aF,
(3) GL 198, lis § AF, (6) GU 221, Hg 5 AF.

\7) GL 265, Hg 5 &F.
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