89TH ATTACK SQUADRON

3RD ATTACK GROUP

APO 503,

6 August, 1943

SUBJECT: Approval of Squadron Insignia.

TO : Commanding General, USAF, Washington, D. C.  THRU:  Commanding Officer, 3rd Attack Group, APO 503.

1. Under the provisions of Section IV, paragraph 4, Circular Number 6, War Department, 1943, it is requested that the attached tentative squadron insignia be approved.  In considering the request attention is invited to the fact that this squadron has been on foreign duty over eighteen months, in New Guinea on year, on three hundred combat missions (1236 sorties); and the only squadron in the 3rd Attack Group without a squadron insignia.

2. The meaning of the insignia: The background is blue and green, the squadron’s official colors.  These colors were assigned to the squadron to distinguish it and its material for overseas movement.  Together, they portray the colors of coral formation as seen from the air; these coral formations are characteristic of the Southwest Pacific Area, our first theatre of combat operations.  Separately, the blue signifies our air echelon and the green signifies our ground echelon.  The trees are representative of the altitude at which we attack.  The clouds, which provide concealment for approach and cover for withdrawal, are truly benevolent courtiers (sic) in the heavens for the attack aviator.  The Air Force’s attempt to combine the explosive carrying ability of bombardment with the speed, maneuverability, and strafing power of pursuit is most nearly realized in the Attack aircraft: the mechanized falcon with a three bladed propeller.  This fast attacker, the like bird it represents, is ever ready at the wrist of the air arm for short, devastating sallies.  What better description of attack aviation than the Webster’s New International Dictionary (1931) definition of the falcon, “…Though some of the species are very small, and none are of more than medium size, they are very courageous and represent the highest type of birds of prey.”  The analogy of the fierce, zoological prototype of the attack aircraft is perfectly portrayed by the conventionalized falcon on a three bladed propeller (sic).  The parafrag bomb (the darling of destruction peculiar to attack aviation) is inserted because it was used for the first time in the history of combat by this squadron against the Japanese in New Guinea in World War II, and because it has been brought to a high degree of effectiveness through the efforts of this squadron.  The red and yellow of the prop, the black of the falcon, and the white of the cloud blend with the squadron’s colors to give the colors of the Third Attack Group, our parent organization.

3. To approve this insignia would greatly contribute to upholding the squadron’s morale, since we would no longer be the only squadron in our group without an insignia. 


DONALD S. GOOD


Major, Air Corp,


Commanding

1 Incl: Drawing (in dup.)

